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Introduction to the day

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the
branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John.
Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food
to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Holy One,

who turns dry land into rivers,

who brings forth food from the earth,
who gives breath to all creation. Amen.

Compassionate God, your grace is poured out on all creation.

Your mercy washes over us in the waters of baptism.

Your healing floods our lives.

Break open our hearts to name our longing for wholeness

and to receive your gift of forgiveness, through Christ, the Risen One.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God and one another.

Gracious God,

we have squandered the abundance you provide for all your creatures;
we have ignored the cries of the land and the water;

we have neglected your call to steward our resources with care and
generosity.

Forgive us.

We have feasted while others go hungry;

we have sought places of honor,

excluding our neighbors from a place at the table;

we have failed to provide the kind of hospitality you offer to us.
Forgive us.

We have forgotten the belovedness of every person;

we have overlooked your presence among us when we gather;
we have avoided your call to live out our faith in the world.
Forgive us.



Free us from our failures,
mend our brokenness,

draw us to you.

Make us whole again. Amen.

God’s love overflows from the beginning of creation,

through our lives, and into the ages to come.

Through water and the Holy Spirit God gives you new birth,
cleanses you from sin, and raises you to new life.

In Christ your sins are forgiven.

We give thanks and praise to God

and bear God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.
Amen.




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live.

Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and
know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having been
to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in
Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.

A reading from Acts.

’°An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness
road.) ’So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her
entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship “*and was
returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.
*Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” *°So
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked,
“Do you understand what you are reading?” **He replied, “How can |,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside
him. *’Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:



“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
*3In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
**The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may | ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” **Then Philip
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the
good news about Jesus. *°As they were going along the road, they came
to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to
prevent me from being baptized?” **He commanded the chariot to stop,
and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and
Philip baptized him. *?*When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went
on his way rejoicing. “°But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns
until he came to Caesarea.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

APTIZ




SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, while
hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others
because the essence of God is love.

A reading from 1 John.

'Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. *Whoever does not love does
not know God, for God is love. °God’s love was revealed among us in this
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through
him. °In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. *'Beloved, since God loved
us so much, we also ought to love one another. *?’No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in
us.

3By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. **And we have seen and do testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. *>°God abides in those who
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. °So we have
known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides
in them. Y’Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have
boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this
world. **There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached
perfection in love. *?We love because he first loved us. *°Those who say,
“I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do
not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom
they have not seen. *’The commandment we have from him is this: those
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: John 15:1-8

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those
who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] *“l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. “He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. *You have already been
cleansed by the word that | have spoken to you. “Abide in me as | abide in
you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. °| am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit, because
apart from me you can do nothing. “Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. ’If you abide in me, and my words abide
in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. *My Father
is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast
love.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the
prayers, and the assembly responds:

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven.
Hallelujah!

Communion — Communion is shared among us.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Wellspring of joy,

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,

and send us as joyful witnesses,

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life,

Father, *F Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



Ushers: Doug & Linda Hirt

Offering

Year to Date January 1- March 31%, 2021
Income $ 66,713

Expenses $72,963

Net Income (Loss) S (6,250)

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos Ml
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

4/18/21 4/25/21
General Fund S 1,310.00 General Fund S 3,250.00
Painting Fund S 5,929.00 Painting Fund S 3,155.00
World Hunger S 25.00 Parish House S 845.54
Subtotal $7,264.00 Subtotal S 7,250.54
Simply Giving Simply Giving
General S 3,540.00 General S 915.00
Building S 25.00 Total S 8,165.54
Total $10,829.00

Happening Today!!

Spring Clean Up! Come back this afternoon to help
with Spring cleanup day on the church grounds.

““ When: Today!! Sunday, May 2nd at 1pm

What: We will do the usual: Trim trees and shrubs,
rake debris/heavy leaves. Please bring any tools that
might help with the cleanup.

Questions?: See Bob Nelson
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