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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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4th Sunday of Easter 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
High School Leaders: ………….........Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship between the 

shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s 

willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for 

one another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need. 

 



PRELUDE 
“Now the Green Blade Rises”         arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
In the name of the Holy One, 
who turns dry land into rivers, 
who brings forth food from the earth, 
who gives breath to all creation. 
Amen.  
 
Compassionate God, your grace is poured out on all creation. 
Your mercy washes over us in the waters of baptism. 
Your healing floods our lives. 
Break open our hearts to name our longing for wholeness 
and to receive your gift of forgiveness, through Christ, the Risen One.  
Amen.  
 
Let us confess our sin before God and one another.  
 
Gracious God, 
we have squandered the abundance you provide for all your creatures; 
we have ignored the cries of the land and the water; 
we have neglected your call to steward our resources with care and 
generosity. 
Forgive us.  
 
We have feasted while others go hungry; 
we have sought places of honor, 
excluding our neighbors from a place at the table; 
we have failed to provide the kind of hospitality you offer to us.  
Forgive us.  
 
 



We have forgotten the belovedness of every person; 
we have overlooked your presence among us when we gather; 
we have avoided your call to live out our faith in the world. 
Forgive us.  
 
Free us from our failures, 
mend our brokenness, 
draw us to you. 
Make us whole again. Amen.  
 
God’s love overflows from the beginning of creation, 
through our lives, and into the ages to come. 
Through water and the Holy Spirit God gives you new birth, 
cleanses you from sin, and raises you to new life. 
In Christ your sins are forgiven.  
We give thanks and praise to God 
and bear God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.  
Amen.  
 

 

 



GATHERING SONG     

PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE A-708005 
 



GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us 

into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be 

whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12             Natalie Dingledine 

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of the resurrection 

to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ 

name to the religious authorities. 

A reading from Acts. 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 
6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who 

were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners 

stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did 

you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers 

of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good 

deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has 

been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, 

that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 
11This Jesus is  

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 



  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 23 

The psalm for the day will be read responsively  

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear 

 no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24    Natalie Dingledine 

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we share with 

others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s 

commandments. 

A reading from 1 John. 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and 

we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love 

abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in 

need and yet refuses help? 

  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 

action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 

reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for 

God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our 

hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we 

receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments 

and do what pleases him. 

  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of 

his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 
24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. 

And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given 

us. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares for his 

sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them. 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 

life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does 

not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 

away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand 

runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the 

good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 

sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 

them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 

shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my 

life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 

take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 
love. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. 
To each petition, the assembly responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the 
prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 

your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven. 
Hallelujah! 
 
“He Shall Feed His Flock”                    (John Ness Beck) 

Chancel Choir 
(extracted from May 12, 2019) 

 
Communion – Communion is shared among us in people’s homes. 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 



SENDING SONG  
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DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 

 “Easter Alleluia”            Colin Mawby 

 

Reader: Natalie Dingledine 

Lay Assistant: Ellen Holste 

Today is the Quarterly Meeting immediately following 

online worship. Please use the zoom link below to join.  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146 

 

Meeting ID: 498 212 6146 

There is no password needed. 

 
Year to Date    January 1- March 31st, 2021 
Income    $ 66,713 
Expenses     $ 72,963 
Net Income (Loss)   $ (6,250)  
  
If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you 
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact 
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.  
  
4/11/21       4/18/21 
General Fund  $  1,500.00   General Fund  $  1,310.00 
Painting Fund  $     150.00   Painting Fund  $  5,929.00 
Parish House Project $       50.00   World Hunger  $       25.00 
World Hunger  $       50.00   Subtotal   $ 7,264.00 
Subtotal   $  1,750.00   Simply Giving 
Simply Giving       General  $ 3,540.00 
 General  $     715.00    Building  $       25.00 
Total    $  2,465.00   Total    $10,829.00 
  

https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

