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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

2nd Sunday of Easter 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
High School Leaders: ………….........Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through 

the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. 

With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we 

are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is 

in need. 



PRELUDE 
“The Strife is O’er”               arr. Wilbur Held 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



GATHERING SONG                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. 

By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the 

resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35 

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared 

what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need. 

A reading from Acts. 

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and 

soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but 

everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the 

apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 

great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 

proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to each as any had need. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 



SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1-2:2 

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has 

been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ 

and walk in God’s light. 

A reading from 1 John. 

1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, 

what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 

with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and 

we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that 

was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we 

have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and 

truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We 

are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 

  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 

God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have 

fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not 

do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 

us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 

the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just 

will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we 

say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 

us. 

 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may 

not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 

Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 

and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing 

to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 

the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have 

seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 

his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 

side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 

Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you 



may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name. 

 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
       
HYMN OF THE DAY 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 
love. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. 
To each petition, the assembly responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the 
prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 

your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven. 
Hallelujah! 
 
“One Step He Leads”                     (Pepper Choplin) 

Emily Brown, soloist 
(extracted from June 3, 2018) 

 
Communion – Communion is shared among us in people’s homes. 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 



SENDING SONG         
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DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 

“Thine Be the Glory”         arr. Lani Smith 

 

You are invited to join us for the Zoom Coffee Hour after worship. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146 

 

Meeting ID: 498 212 6146 

There is no password needed. 

 
Year to Date    January 1- February 28th, 2021 
Income    $ 48,741 
Expenses     $ 46,151 
Net Income (Loss)   $   2,590  
  
If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you 
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact 
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.  
  
3/28        4/4/21 
General Fund  $   1,050.00   General Fund  $  6,375.00 
Easter Food Baskets $      300.00   Paint Fund   $  1,300.00 
Subtotal   $   1,350.00   Parish House  $     100.00 
Simply Giving  $      915.00   Subtotal   $  7,775.00 
Total    $   2,265.00   Simply Giving 
        General   $  3,175.00 
        Building   $       25.00 
        Total    $10,975.00 
  

 

https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

