GIFTH SUND,4,

LENT

March 21, 2021
ONLINE WORSHIP

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

Fifth Sunday in Lent

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

T o ] TR Ellen Schoepf
\V [T EY (ol D11 =T o1 o] - Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/PianiSti.....cciii ittt e Bruce Williams
ChUurch SECretary ... e e Katie Love
High School Leaders: ......cccocveeeiiviiiieiiiiiieeeeens Ryan & Addie Thompson
Pastor’'s emaili.....cccceueeivveeccnie i, prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Church emaili....cooieeeeieciiiceeeeeen, faith@faithlutheranokemos.org
WEDSITE ...evvee et www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook Page.............cceveuun..........facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Introduction to the day

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that will allow all the people to
know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up
on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our

hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s love with
all the world.



PRELUDE
“Martyrdom” arr. C. Hubert H. Parry

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us
return to the one who is full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.

The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,

the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are * forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN
As the Sun with Longer Journey
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1 As the sun with long-er jour - ney melts the win-ter’s snow and ice,

2 Through the days of wait-ing, watch-ing, in the des-ert of our sin,
3 Praise be giv-en to the mak - er of the sea-sons’ year-ly round:
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with its slow-ly grow-ing ra-diance warms the seed be-neath the earth,
search-ing on the far ho - ri - zon for a sign of cloud or wind,
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it— Source, Sus - tain-er, Lord of life,
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may the sun of Christ’s up -ris - ing gent-ly bring our hearts to life.
we a - wait the heal - ing wa-ters of our Sav-ior’s vic - to - ry.

as the ev-er turn - ing a- ges roll to their e - ter - nal rest.

Text: John Patrick Earls, osB, b. 1935

Music: NAGEL, Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929

Text © 1981 Order of Saint Benedict, admin. Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN 56321. www.litpress.org. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you

receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit,
that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the covenant established at
Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new covenant with the people. There will be no
need to teach the law, because God will write it on their hearts.

A reading from Jeremiah.

*'The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. *’It will not be
like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though | was their husband, says the LorD. **But this is the
covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says
the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts;
and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer shall
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LoRrD,” for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD;
for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Hebrews 5:5-10

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how Christ lived in trusting
obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the source of our eternal salvation.

A reading from Hebrews.

°Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was
appointed by the one who said to him,
“You are my Son,
today | have begotten you”;
°as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”



’In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications,
with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from
death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. ®Although
he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; “and
having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for
all who obey him, °having been designated by God a high priest
according to the order of Melchizedek.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
! o ) 2 JF ] d—‘—t

Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra-cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in stead-fast love.

GOSPEL: John 12:20-33

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ words about seeds
planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be
gathered.

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

'Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some
Greeks. 'They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” *’Philip went and told Andrew;
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. “*Jesus answered them,
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. **Very truly, | tell
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a
single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. °Those who love their life
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal



life. °Whoever serves me must follow me, and where | am, there will my
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

?7“Now my soul is troubled. And what should | say—‘Father, save me
from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that | have come to this hour.
’8Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have
glorified it, and | will glorify it again.” °The crowd standing there heard it
and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”
*U)esus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine.
*'Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be
driven out. *’And |, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” **He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to
die.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The hour has come

" to be glorified.

JOHN 12:23, NRSV



HYMN OF THE DAY
Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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1 Be-neath the cross of Je - sus 1 long to take my stand;
2 Up-on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can see
31 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a - bid - ing place;
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the shad-ow of a  might-y rock with - in a wea-ry land,
the ver - y dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for me.
| ask no oth - er sun-shine than the sun-shine of his face;
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a home with-in a wil - der - ness, a rest up-on the way,
And from my con-trite heart, with tears, two won-ders I con - fess:
con - tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
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from the burn - ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.
the. .. won-der of his glo-rious love and my un-wor-thi - ness.
my. . . sin - ful self my on - ly shame,my glo - ry all, the cross.

Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869
Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world,
and all in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly responds:
Lord, in your mercy. Receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Holy, Holy, Holy

Santo, santo, santo
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San - to, san - to, san - lo, mi co - ra-zon tea - do - ra.
Ho - 1y, ho - ly, ho - ly, my  heart, my heart a - dores you.
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Mi co - ra-i0n te sa - be de-cir: San - toeres  Se - for.
My  heart is glad to say the words: You are ho - ly, God.
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Text: Argentine traditional
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION extracted from 3/11/18
“Once Upon a Tree” (Choplin)
Chancel Choir

Communion — Communion is shared among us in people’s homes

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of
heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger
for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of
grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you  that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.



SENDING SONG
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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1 When I sur - vey the won - drous Cross on which the
2 For - bid it Lord, that I should  boast save in the
3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sor - row and
4 Were the whole realm of na - ture mine, that were a
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.




POSTLUDE
“Toccata No. 3”

3/7/2021
General Fund
Easter Food Drive
Shared Pregnancy
Food Pantry
Parish House Project
Painting Fund
Subtotal
Simply Giving
General
Building
Total

Girolamo Frescobaldi

3/14

S 750.00 General Fund S 5,166.00
S 120.00 Easter Baskets S 100.00
S 50.00 Lutheran World Relief S  150.00
S 50.00 Parish House Project S 50.00
S 50.00 World Hunger S 100.00
S 50.00 Subtotal S 5,566.00
$ 1,070.00 Simply Giving

General S 720.00
S 3,325.00 Total S 6,286.00
S 25.00
S 4,420.00

Year to Date
Income

Expenses

Net Income (Loss)

January 1- February 28, 2021
$ 48,741

$ 46,151
S 2,590

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos Ml
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact

jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

You are invited to join us for the Zoom Coffee Hour after worship.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

Meeting ID: 498 212 6146
There is no password needed.



https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

Holy Week Worship

Palm Sunday, March 28 — We will live stream our
worship service at 10:00 AM through our Facebook page.
Deb, Bruce, Bob Nelson and Pastor Ellen will take you
through the story of Jesus’ last week of life. Join us as we
tell the story of Jesus’ passion.

Maundy Thursday, April 1 — We will live-stream a
traditional service at 7:00 PM. Bob Nelson, Deb, Bruce
and Pastor Ellen will lead this service which will culminate
in the stripping of the altar as Psalm 22 is read.

Good Friday, April 2 — This service will be a

collaborative, pre-recorded service as we participate with the leaders of Okemos Presbyterian Church
and Okemos Community Church. Our portion of the service includes Lindsey Campbell singing a
special solo, Pastor Ellen reading scripture and sharing a short reflection. The link to this service will
be sent out to you by Katie and it will be posted on our Facebook page.

Easter Service, April 4 — This Easter morning worship will be live-streamed on our Facebook page
at 10:00 AM. The hymns we will use have been extracted from Easter Sunday Worship in April of
2019. Therefore, you will be able to hear yourselves singing along with the brass quartet. Lindsey
Campbell will also be singing “I Know That My Redeemer Lives.” If, the weather for that day looks
promising earlier in the week, we will pre-record this service so it can be played through our
Facebook site on Easter Sunday, and we will also hold an outdoor service. All of this is TBD.



