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Introduction to the day

The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift of the law to those God
freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers
that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the
temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our
gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God'’s liberating love, we strive to live
out justice and mercy in our communities and the world.



PRELUDE
“Prelude in E flat major, Op. 41, No.1” Alexandre Guilmant

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us
return to the one who is full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.

The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,

the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are * forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818—1889, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act

courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us
the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Exodus 20:1-17

After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how to live in
community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. Flowing from God, the life
of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and property.

A reading from Exodus.

'God spoke all these words:

’| am the LorDp your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery; *you shall have no other gods before me.

“You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that
is in the water under the earth. °You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for | the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation
of those who reject me, °but showing steadfast love to the thousandth
generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.

’You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God,
for the LorRD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

®*Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. °Six days you shall labor
and do all your work. °But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your



God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your
male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns.
"For in six days the LorRD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is
in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the
sabbath day and consecrated it.

?Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in
the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

3You shall not murder.

““You shall not commit adultery.

>You shall not steal.

*You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

’You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything
that belongs to your neighbor.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God is mostly
revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness and weakness, God is
working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified.

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

®The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. *°For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

O\Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
“'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to
save those who believe. “’For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire



wisdom, “’but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, ““but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. *°For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger
than human strength.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: John 2:13-22

Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When challenged, he
responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly
stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed.

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

*The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. *In
the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the
money changers seated at their tables. *>Making a whip of cords, he
drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He
also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their
tables. °He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out



of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” *’His disciples
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.’
“The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”
YJesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will
raise it up.” °The Jews then said, “This temple has been under
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?”
“'But he was speaking of the temple of his body. ’After he was raised
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

)

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

will raise it
again in three
days” John 2:19, NIV



HYMN OF THE DAY

Canticle of the Turning
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My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your jus-tice burn.
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Wipe a- way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat

Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN,; Irish traditional

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world,
and all in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly responds:
Lord, in your mercy. Receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
Santo, santo, santo
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Text: Argentine traditional

Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional




THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION extracted from 03/19/2017
“Let Us Break Bread Together" (arr. Dobrinski)

Faith Bells

Communion — Communion is shared among us in people’s homes

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain

us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our
alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

You are what God made you to be:

created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you = that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
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SENDING SONG
Christ, the Life of All the Living
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
for  that last tri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN, Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Voluntary in D minor” Samuel Long



2/21/2021 2/28/2021

General Fund $3,245.00 N/A
Shared Pregnancy S 50.00
Painting Fund S 400.00
Envelopes S 30.00
Parish House S 100.00
Subtotal $3,825.00
Simply Giving

General $3,220.00

Building S 25.00

$7,070.00

Year to Date January 1- January 31%, 2021
Income $ 20,641
Expenses $22,984
Net Income (Loss) (S2,343)

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos Ml
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

You are invited to join us for the Zoom Coffee Hour after worship. Q’)
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Join Zoom Meeting <

(/
https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146 ﬂﬂfff[ @
Meeting ID: 498 212 6146 HIURG ©

There is no password needed.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LENTEN SERVICES

Beginning on Wednesday, February 24, we will livestream weekly 7:00
PM Lenten services through our Facebook site. We will be using Holden
_ Evening Prayer for these services. Katie will forward you a digital copy of
¥ A SeGSOn LT this prayer service. The messages at each of these services will come to

of Preparation * Sl from Lutheran World Relief. Pastor Ellen's seminary colleague, Rev.
Kimberly Knowle-Zellar, has written a Lenten series called Season of
Hope, which focuses on the work of Lutheran World Relief in the world. If
you desire to make a special Lenten offering to a worthy cause, we invite
you to send a Lenten Offering to Lutheran World Relief.

https://donate.lwr.org

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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