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Second Sunday in Lent 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
High School Leaders: …………............................. Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise to make 

them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all 

who share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal 

promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get 

new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ. 

 



PRELUDE                                    
“O Man, Weep for your Grievous Sins“                                               J. S. Bach  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us 
return to the one who is full of compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN  
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of 

shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the 

cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old couple that 

they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God will miraculously bring forth new 

life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise. 

A reading from Genesis. 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, 

and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 
2And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 

exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to 

him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor 

of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your 

name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude 

of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 

you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant 

between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 

generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 

offspring after you.” 



  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 

Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will 

give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 

kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38 

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what is to 

come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus will travel. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 

31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 

and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all this quite 

openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning 

and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 

Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 

things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want 

to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, 



will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and 

forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 

comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY          

 PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE A-708005 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, 
and all in need. 

 
Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy. Receive our prayer. 

 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION              extracted from 2/25/18 
“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”             (arr. Sherman) 

Faith Bells 
 

Communion – Communion is shared among us in people’s homes 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain 

us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our 

alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG  
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                        
“Capricio in G minor”              Giovanni de Macque 
 
 
 
 
 



2/14/2021      2/21/2021 
General Fund $11,425.00   General Fund  $3,245.00 
Shared Pregnancy $     125.00   Shared Pregnancy  $     50.00 
Painting Project $     100.00   Painting Fund  $   400.00 
Parish House $  5,000.00   Envelopes   $     30.00 
Subtotal  $16,650.00   Parish House  $   100.00 
Simply Giving     Subtotal   $3,825.00 
 General $     865.00   Simply Giving   
Total   $17,515.00    General  $3,220.00 
        Building  $      25.00 
           $7,070.00 
 
Year to Date   January 1- January 31st, 2021 
Income    $ 20,641 
Expenses     $ 22,984 
Net Income (Loss)    ($2,343) 
  
If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you 
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact 
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.  
  
You are invited to join us for the Zoom Coffee Hour after worship.     

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146  

Meeting ID: 498 212 6146 

There is no password needed. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LENTEN SERVICES 

Beginning on Wednesday, February 24, we will livestream weekly 7:00 

PM Lenten services through our Facebook site.  We will be using Holden 

Evening Prayer for these services.  Katie will forward you a digital copy of 

this prayer service.  The messages at each of these services will come to 

us from Lutheran World Relief.  Pastor Ellen's seminary colleague, Rev. 

Kimberly Knowle-Zellar, has written a Lenten series called Season of 

Hope, which focuses on the work of Lutheran World Relief in the world.  If 

you desire to make a special Lenten offering to a worthy cause, we invite 

you to send a Lenten Offering to Lutheran World Relief. 

https://donate.lwr.org  
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