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First Sunday in Lent

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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Introduction to the day

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ.
This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as
lenses through which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way

God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new life we are
given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.



PRELUDE
“Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley” arr. Dale Wood

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us
return to the one who is full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are * forgiven, and God remembers them no more.

Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church
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1 E - ter - nal Lord of love, be - hold your church
2 So dai - ly dy - ing to the way of self]
3 If dead 1In you, SO n you we a - rise,
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walk - Ing once more the pil - grim way of Lent,
SO dai - ly liv - ing im  your way of love,
you the first - born of all the faith - ful dead;
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le by your cloud by day, by night your fire,
we walk the road, Lord Je - sus, that you trod,
and as through ston - vy ground the green shoots break,
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moved by your love and toward your pres - ence bent:
know - ing our - selves bap - tized in - to vyour death:
glo - rious in spring - time dress of leaf and flow'r,
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far off yet here— the goal of all de - sire.
SO we are dead and live with you i God.
SO in - to life and glo - ry shall we wake.

Text: Thomas H. Cain, 1931-2003
Music: OLD 124TH, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
Text © Thomas H. Cain. Used by permission of estate.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the

chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from
sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that
the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 9:8-17

Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the earth by flood,
saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives way to divine
commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures.

A reading from Genesis.

®God said to Noah and to his sons with him, °“As for me, | am establishing
my covenant with you and your descendants after you, ‘“and with every
living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. *!|
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off
by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy
the earth.” *’God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that | make
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all
future generations: *°| have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. **When | bring clouds
over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, *°I will remember my
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all
flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all



flesh. ‘®*When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh
that is on the earth.” *’God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant
that | have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22

As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through baptism to save US
from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.

A reading from 1 Peter.

8Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the
flesh, but made alive in the spirit, °in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits in prison, “°who in former times did not obey,
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the
ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water.
’!And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal
of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, “’who has gone into heaven and
is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made
subject to him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in stead-fast love.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he might
proclaim the good news of God’s reign.

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

’In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. ‘°And just as he was coming up out of the water, he
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.
1And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you
| am well pleased.”

2And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. *He
was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the
wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

““Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of God, *°and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

When We Are Tested
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1 When we are test - ed and wres - tle a - lone,
2 When in the des - ert we cry for re - lief,
3 When we  are tempt - ed to bar - ter our  souls,
4 When we  have strug - gled and searched throughthe  night,
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fam - ished for bread when the world of - fers stone,
plead - ing for paths marked by cer - tain be - lief,
trad - ing  the truth  for the pow’r  to con - trol,
sort - ing  and sift - ing the wrong from the right,
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nour-ish  us, God, by your word and your way,
lift  us to love you be - yond sign and test,
teach us to wor - ship and praise on - ly you,
Sav - ior, sur - round us with cir - cles of care,
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food that sus - tains us by night and by day.
trust - ing  your pres - ence, our on - ly true rest.
seek - ing  your will in the work that we do.
an - gels of heal - ing, of hope, and of prayer.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world,
and all in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds:

Lord, in your mercy. Receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
Santo, santo, santo
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San - to, san - to, san - lo, mi co - ra-zon tea - do - ra.
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, my  heart, my heart a - dores you.
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My heart 1s glad to say the words: You are ho - ly, God.
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Text: Argentine traditional
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional




THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
“Out in the Wilderness” (Jay Beech)
Deb Borton-McDonough, soloist

Communion — Communion is shared among us in people’s homes

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain

us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our
alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

You are what God made you to be:

created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you = that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.



SENDING SONG
Bless Now, O God, the Journey
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1 Bless now, O God, the jour - ney that all your peo - ple make,
2 Bless so-journ-ers and pil - grimswho share this wind-ing  way;
Di - vine e - ter-nal lov - er, you meet us on the road.
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the  path through noise and si - lence,the way of give and take.
your hope burns through the ter - rors, your love sus-tains the day.
We  wait for lands of prom - ise where milk and hon-ey flow,
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The trail 1s found in  des - ert and winds the moun-tain  round,
We yearn for ho - ly free - dom while of - ten we are bound;
but wait-ing not for plac - es, you meet us all a - round.
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then leads be-side still wa - ters, the road where faith 1s  found.
to - geth-er we are seek - ing the road where faith is  found.
Our COV - € - nant 1S writ - ten on roads, as faith 1s  found.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.glamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Voluntary in D minor”

William Boyce



2/7/2021 2/14/2021

General Fund $3,165.00 General Fund $11,425.00

Food Pantry S 300.00 Shared Pregnancy S 125.00

Shared Pregnancy S 75.00 Painting Project S 100.00

Envelopes S 10.00 Parish House S 5,000.00

Parish House Project $3,020.00 Subtotal $16,650.00

Subtotal $6,570.00 Simply Giving

Simply Giving General S 865.00
General $3,315.00 Total $17,515.00
Building S 25.00

Total $9,910.00

Year to Date January 1- January 31%, 2021

Income $ 20,641
Expenses $22,984
Net Income (Loss) (S2,343)

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos Ml
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

o—STAYING—e

Educational Event and Conversation
Regarding the Covid-19 Vaccine

You are invited to join us for the Zoom Coffee Hour after worship on
Sunday, February 21, when Dr. Corey O'Brien will share information about the Covid-19 Vaccine. You will also be
able to ask questions during this time.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

Meeting ID: 498 212 6146
There is no password needed.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LENTEN SERVICES

__ Beginning on Wednesday, February 24, we will livestream weekly 7:00 PM Lenten

y Ofpfgggf’o']d’ -, services through our Facebook site. We will be using Holden Evening Prayer for these
&l services. Katie will forward you a digital copy of this prayer service. The messages at

each of these services will come to us from Lutheran World Relief. Pastor Ellen's

seminary colleague, Rev. Kimberly Knowle-Zellar, has written a Lenten series called Season of Hope, which

focuses on the work of Lutheran World Relief in the world. If you desire to make a special Lenten offering to a

worthy cause, we invite you to send a Lenten Offering to Lutheran World Relief.

https://donate.lwr.org

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.


https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146
https://donate.lwr.org/

