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Transfiguration of Our Lord

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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Introduction to the day

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of his transfiguration. In
Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven. But
now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are
enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first place has shone in our

hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also
for others to see.



PRELUDE Extracted from worship 2/23/2020
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” arr. Michael Burkhardt

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades
over all creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

you search us and know us.

You are acquainted with all our ways.

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow

your outward way of love.

We distrust those who are not like us.

We exploit the earth and its resources

and fail to consider generations to come.

Forgive us, gracious God,

for all we have done and left undone.

Even before the words are on our tongues,

you know them;

receive them in your divine mercy.

Amen.

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of F Christ
Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own
beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness,
we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Extracted from worship 2/20/2020
Arise, Your Light Has Come!
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1A rise, your light has  come! The Spir - it’s call o bey;
2 A rise, your light has  come! Fling wide the pris-on  door;
3 A rise, your light has  come! All you in sor-row  born,
4 A rise, your light has  come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo-ry  of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claim the cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who moumn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing, God’s pow’r will make us strong.
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the

mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and
illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their travels,
which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of the waters,
demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.

A reading from 2 Kings.

'Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. “Elijah said to
Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So
they went down to Bethel. *The company of prophets who were in Bethel
came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD
will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, | know; keep
silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to
Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not
leave you.” So they came to Jericho. °The company of prophets who were
at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, |
know; be silent.”

°Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LOrRD has sent me to the
Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not



leave you.” So the two of them went on. ’Fifty men of the company of
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both
were standing by the Jordan. ®Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up,
and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what | may do
for you, before | am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a
double share of your spirit.” ‘*°He responded, “You have asked a hard
thing; yet, if you see me as | am being taken from you, it will be granted
you; if not, it will not.” **As they continued walking and talking, a chariot
of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended
in a whirlwind into heaven. *’Elisha kept watching and crying out,
“Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he
could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in
two pieces. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord Jesus Christ.
Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through
Christian ministry.

A reading from 2 Corinthians.

*Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. “In
their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers,
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God. °For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. °For it is
the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

04 i

A G e e o
\\AY | ! ! p~ ! ! !

») — 1 —

Al-le -lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

N u .

e e E— o o,

& ‘v o s

J T

words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.

GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’ followers
after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son.

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

’Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led
them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured
before them, *and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. “And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses,
who were talking with Jesus. °Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good
for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” °He did not know what to say, for they were
terrified. ‘Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there
came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” ®Suddenly
when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only
Jesus.

’As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no
one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from
the dead.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

Extracted from worship 2/20/2020

How Good, Lord, to Be Here!
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I How good, Lord, to be  here! Your glo - ry fills the mght
2 How good, Lord, to be  here, your beau-ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and  hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of  death, we see your king-dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to  be here! Yet we may not Te main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun, shine with un - bor-rowed light.
where Mo - ses and E - li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we hail your bod -y glo - r-fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the  vi- sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount, come with us to the plain.
4 I . | | ‘I o !| _
SeEe === =i
e * 1 — T

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.

Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hvma Book, 1854
PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE A-708005




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all people in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds:

let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the
sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love,
that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION extracted from worship 05/19/2019
“True Light” (Keith Hampton)
Chancel Choir
Chris Lewis and Ryan Thompson, soloists

Communion — Communion is shared among us in people’s homes.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Christ Jesus,

at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.

Send us forth from this banquet

nourished in body and in spirit

to proclaim your good news

and serve others in your name.

Amen.

BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;

and the Holy Spirit the comforter + keep you in peace.



SENDING SONG Extracted from worship 02/20/2020
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1 Lord, the light of your love is shin - ing, in the midst of the
2 As we gaze on your king - ly bright-ness, so our fac - es dis-
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Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine  on me, shine on me:
Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
Music: Graham Kendrick 99101033 and refrain

Text and music © 1987 Make Way Musie, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere

PRINTED UNDER CCLI 2584633



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.

POSTLUDE Extracted from worship 2/20/2020
“Voluntary No. 4, Spiritoso” Samuel Wesley
1/31/2021 2/7/2021
General Fund $1,810.00 General Fund $3,165.00
Envelopes S 5.00 Food Pantry S 300.00
Parish House Project S 100.00 Shared Pregnancy S 75.00
World Hunger S 50.00 Envelopes S 10.00
Subtotal $1,965.00 Parish House Project $3,020.00
Simply Giving Subtotal $6,570.00
General S 620.00 Simply Giving
Total $2,585.00 General $3,315.00
Building S 25.00
Total $9,910.00
Year to Date January-December 2020
Income $262,470
Expenses $274,979
Net Income (Loss) (512,509)

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos Ml
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

Everyone is invited to join our coffee hour fellowship time, via zoom, immediately following the online
worship service. Please use the zoom link below to join.
Topic: FLC coffee hour

Time: Following Sunday Morning online worship

Join Zoom Meeting
https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

Meeting ID: 498 212 6146
There is no password needed.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.


https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

