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Baptism of our Lord

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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Introduction to the day

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the waters. Both
Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’'s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from
John's. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on
Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.

PRELUDE Extracted from worship 1/12/2020
“Lobt Gott, ihr Christen, allzugleich” arr. J. G. Walther



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Extracted from worship 1/12/2020
Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized
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Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over

the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit,
that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 1:1-5

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good news for the
Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God created and continues to create
new life..

A reading from Genesis.

'In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep,
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. *Then God said,
“Let there be light”; and there was light. “And God saw that the light was
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. °God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



NEW TESTAMENT READING: Acts 19:1-7

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of the
Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and
empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.

A reading from Acts.

'While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions
and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. “He said to them,
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They
replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” “Then
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into
John’s baptism.” “Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come
after him, that is, in Jesus.” °On hearing this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. “When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
’altogether there were about twelve of them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is
himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. °And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
®Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who
is more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. ¢l have baptized you with water;
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

’In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. ‘°And just as he was coming up out of the water,
he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on
him. **And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

Extracted from worship 1/12/2020

You Are Mine
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Text: David Haas, b. 1957 YOU ARE MINE

Music: David Haas
Text and music © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all people in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds:

let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the
sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION extracted from worship 1/12/2020
“Rain Down” (Cortez, arr. Carter)

Chris Lewis, soloist
Chancel Choir

Communion — Communion is shared among us in people’s homes

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Christ Jesus,

at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.

Send us forth from this banquet

nourished in body and in spirit

to proclaim your good news

and serve others in your name.

Amen.



BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;

and the Holy Spirit the comforter *+ keep you in peace.

SENDING SONG Extracted from worship 1/12/2020

Arise, Your Light Has Come!
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.



POSTLUDE

Extracted from worship 1/12/2020

“Voluntary in D” John Alcock
Offering
12/29/2020 1/5/2021
Staff Gifts S 225.00 Envelopes S 35.00
Whitmyer Memorial S 300.00 Neves Memorial S 750.00
General Fund $3,850.00 General Fund $4,270.00
Parish House S 100.00 Parish House Project S 620.62
Subtotal $4,475.00 Subtotal $5,675.62
Simply Giving Simply Giving

General S 525.00 General $2,910.00
Total $5,000.00 Building S 25.00

Total $8,610.62

Year to Date January-November 2020

Income $236,334
Expenses $250,201
Net Income (Loss) (513,367)

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos M
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

Everyone is invited to join our coffee hour fellowship time, via zoom, immediately following the online
worship service. Please use the zoom link below to join.

Topic: FLC coffee hour

Time: Following Sunday Morning online worship

Join Zoom Meeting
https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

Meeting ID: 498 212 6146
There is no password needed.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved
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