...LIVE FOR THE
PRAISE OF HIS GLORY.

KKK

EPHESIANS 1:12

January 3, 2021
ONLINE WORSHIP

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

Second Sunday of Christmas

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

= 1) o] OO SPURUSPURRSPO Ellen Schoepf
\V IR (o D11 =T o1 o] oS Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/PianiSt:......ccccceeecvvivrecce e Bruce Williams
Church Secretary ... e Katie Love
High School Leaders: ......cccocveeeiiviiiieiiiiiieeeeens Ryan & Addie Thompson
Pastor’'s emaili.....cccceveeivveeccnee e, prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Church emaili....ceieueeiiiiiie e faith@faithlutheranokemos.org
WEDSItE ..ottt www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook Page.............cccceeueuune........facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Introduction to the day

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human person. Though we
may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at
Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the

scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of
God'’s grace and truth.



PRELUDE Extracted from worship 1/5/2020
“In the Bleak Midwinter” Cherwein

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who was in the beginning,

who makes a dwelling among us,

who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of goodness and lovingkindness,

we confess that we have sinned against you

and our neighbors.

We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,

those we know and those known only to you,

for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Hear the good news of peace and salvation!
God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work,

but through = Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.

Amen.



Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348—413; tr. composite
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.
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GATHERING HYMN Extracted from worship 1/5/2020
Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate

Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice
over God’s gifts of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing, God will give gladness
instead of sorrow.

A reading from Jeremiah.

'Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,



those with child and those in labor, together;

a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,

and with consolations | will lead them back,
| will let them walk by brooks of water,

in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,

and Ephraim is my firstborn.

‘“Hear the word of the LoORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
''For the LoRD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
“They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the ail,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
*Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy,
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
1 will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



NEW TESTAMENT READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

In Jesus, all of God'’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are united in Christ.
Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.

A reading from Ephesians.

*Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, “just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. °He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, °to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
’In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace ®that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and insight *he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, ‘°as a plan
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. *‘In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance,
having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes
all things according to his counsel and will, *?so that we, who were the
first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. *’In
him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the
promised Holy Spirit; *“this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: John 1:[1-9] 10-18

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This
Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. “He was in the beginning with God. ?All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

*There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. °The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]

'“He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. **He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. *’But to all who received him, who believed in



his name, he gave power to become children of God, **who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. **(John
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.””) ‘**From
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. ’The law indeed was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. **No
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s
heart, who has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON




Extracted from worship 1/5/2020

HYMN OF THE DAY
Love Has Come
9]
)" Al |
((anna |
D [
J N
1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
is God now a -

born! Come, share in the won - der. Love

2 Love is
3 Love has come and nev-er will leave us! Love 1is life ev-er -
i‘? 5 .
v _ |
J T
Beth-le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love s Je - sus with - iIn and a - mong us.
0]
)’ A ] N N
7 b [ ? 4 r 4 ||
@ - e S I—
A\AV4
J - :
hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
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0 .
A | 4 4 ' e
 (ap > P < P - " ! _ _
J T
you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el.
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950
Music: UN FLAMBEAU, F. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds:

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these
and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION extracted from worship 1/5/2020
“When the Angels’ Song is Silent” (Beall)
Chancel Choir

Communion — Communion is shared among us in people’s homes

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among

the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with
your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with
all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through
the angels, sent the shepherds with good news,

and led the magi by a star, bless you this day *+ through the Word made
flesh.



SENDING SONG

Extracted from worship 1/5/2020

The Bells of Christmas
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1 The bells of Christ - mas  chime once more; the heav’'n - ly
2 This world, though wide and  far out - spread, could scarce - ly
3 Now let us g0 with- qui - et mind, the swad - dled
4 Oh, join with me, n glad - ness sing, to  Kkeep our

0 | \ .

¥ D Y !

o na ' : o

A3V & o &

J R
for den hgj - e geest,  som steg til la - ve
guest 18 at the  door. He comes to earth - ly
find for you a bed. Your cra - dle was a
babe  with  shep - herds find, to gaze on  him who
Christ - mas with our king, un - til our song, from

0 | .

A ! . X

7 s - = J )

J hd Vs d 7~
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dwell - ings still  with new year  gifts of peace, good will
man - ger stall, no pearl nor silk nor king - ly hall.
glad - dens them, the love - liest flowrt of Jes - se’s stem.
lov - ing souls, like rush - ing might - y wa - ter  rolls!

5 O patriarchs’ Joy, O prophets’ Song,
O Dayspring bright, awaited long,
O Son of Man, incarnate Word,
great David's Son, great David’s Lord:

6 Come, Jesus, glorious heav'nly guest,

and keep your Christmas in our breast;
then David’s harpstrings, hushed so long,
shall swell our jubilee of song.

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 18231883, alt.
Music: DET KIMER NU TIL JULEFEST, Carl C. N. Balle, 18061855

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.

POSTLUDE
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

Extracted from worship 1/5/2020
Uehlein



Offering

12/20/2020 12/29/2020
Neves Memorial S 150.00 Staff Gifts S 225.00
Whitmyer Memorial S 700.00 Whitmyer Memorial S 300.00
Caring Committee S 120.00 General Fund $3,850.00
Staff Gifts $1,500.00 Parish House S 100.00
Youth S 3.50 Subtotal $4,475.00
General Fund $5,305.00 Simply Giving
MRH S 30.00 General S 525.00
Parish House Project S 395.97 Total $5,000.00
Subtotal $8,204.47
Simply Giving
General $3,405.00
Building S 75.00
Total $11,684.47
12/31 Last Deposit of the year Year to Date January-November 2020
General Fund S 450.00 Income $236,334
Subtotal S 450.00 Expenses $250,201
Simply Giving Net Income (Loss) (513,367)
General S 295.00
Total S 745.00

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos Ml
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

Everyone is invited to join our coffee hour fellowship time, via zoom, immediately following the online
worship service. Please use the zoom link below to join.

Topic: FLC coffee hour

Time: Following Sunday Morning online worship
GOFFEEE
Join Zoom Meeting G
https://msu.zoom.us/i/4982126146 H"UR o 7N
2 p
Meeting ID: 498 212 6146 =6

There is no password needed.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved


https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

