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Christmas Eve

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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Introduction to the day

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised
king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus
Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including
lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole
world.



PRELUDE Extracted from worship 12/24/19
“Once in Royal David’s City” arr. Alice Jordan

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who was in the beginning,

who makes a dwelling among us,

who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of goodness and lovingkindness,

we confess that we have sinned against you

and our neighbors.

We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,

those we know and those known only to you,

for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Hear the good news of peace and salvation!
God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work,

but through = Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Extracted from worship 12/24/19

O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nmnal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ve cit -1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now m flesh ap - pear - ing:
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus,

O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-1ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro - long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some td - ings be  which 1in - spire your heav'n - ly song?
come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864

Music: GLORIA, French carol




PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the

true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 9:2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a
name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in
God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this!

A reading from lIsaiah.

’The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
*You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
“For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
°For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood



shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
°For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
’His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Titus 2:11-14

The appearance of God'’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present
we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.

A reading from Titus.

"The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, *’training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live
lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, **while we wait for the
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ. **He it is who gave himself for us that he might
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own
who are zealous for good deeds.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



CHORAL ANTHEM Extracted from worship 12/24/19
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” (Paulus)
Chancel Choir
Aaron Woodman, oboe

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

God'’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim
God’s blessing of peace.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. “This was the first registration and was taken
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. *All went to their own towns to be
registered. “Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. "He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. °While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. “And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in @ manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

®In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. “Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
'9But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: 'to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. **This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” **And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,



and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” *°So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; **and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. °But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. “°The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.]

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Glory to God
i (e Gighest:
and on earth peace,

good will toward men.

Luke 2:14, KJV



HYMN OF THE DAY Extracted from worship 12/24/2019

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born Kking;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’'n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - 1 - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with an - gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ty to the new-borm Kking!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds:

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these
and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION extracted from worship 12/24/19
“Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child” (arr. Hayes)
Chancel Choir
Tammy Heilman, soloist

Communion — Communion is shared among us in people’s homes

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal
we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we
may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.




LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLES

extracted from worship 12/24/19

Silent Night, Holy Night!
Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht!
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Stil - e Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schldft,

1 St - lent night, ho - ly  night! All 18 calm,
Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Son of  God,
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ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li- ge Paar.
all 1s  bright round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hold - er  Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li - scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le-lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf in himm - [i - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep n heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, i1s born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885

Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787—-1863

BLESSING

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through

the angels, sent the shepherds with good news,

and led the magi by a star, bless you this day *+ through the Word made

flesh.



SENDING SONG

Extracted from worship 12/24/2019

Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord s come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the eatth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - ry heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’n and na - ture sing, and heav'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Joy.
found, far as, far as the curse 1is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.

POSTLUDE
“Joy to the World”

Extracted from worship 12/24/2019
arr. Raymond Haan



Offering

12/13

Christmas Staff Gifts

Caring Committee

Whitmyer Memorial

General Fund

Parish House Project

Subtotal

Simply Giving
General

Total

Year to Date
Income

Expenses

Net Income (Loss)

S 915.00
$ 590.00
S 250.00
$5,000.25

S 250.00
$7,005.25

S 25.00
$7,030.25

12/20

Neves Memorial

Whitmyer Memorial

Caring Committee

Staff Gifts

Youth

General Fund

MRH

Parish House Project

Subtotal

Simply Giving
General
Building

Total

January-November 2020

$236,834

$250,201
(513,367)

$ 150.00
$ 700.00
S 120.00
$1,500.00
S 3.50
$5,305.00
S 30.00

395.97
$8,204.47

$3,405.00

S 75.00
$11,684.47

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you

normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos M
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.



