
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

December 24, 2020 
ONLINE WORSHIP 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Christmas Eve 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
High School Leaders: …………............................. Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised 

king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus 

Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including 

lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole 

world. 



PRELUDE         Extracted from worship 12/24/19  
“Once in Royal David’s City”            arr. Alice Jordan 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who was in the beginning, 
who makes a dwelling among us, 
who covers us with justice and mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
and our neighbors. 
We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 
those we know and those known only to you, 
for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 
God forgives us all our sins, 
not through our own work, 

but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 
With all who come to the manger, 
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 

 



GATHERING HYMN     Extracted from worship 12/24/19  
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 

true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 

presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a 

name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in 

God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this! 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 



  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING: Titus 2:11-14 

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present 

we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance. 

A reading from Titus. 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live 

lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the 

blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 

who are zealous for good deeds. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



CHORAL ANTHEM     Extracted from worship 12/24/19  
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                  (Paulus) 

Chancel Choir 
Aaron Woodman, oboe 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim 

God’s blessing of peace. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, 

to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they 

were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 

in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 

you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 



  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

[ 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them.]  

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY          Extracted from worship 12/24/2019  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 

 
Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these 
and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION      extracted from worship 12/24/19 
“Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child”                (arr. Hayes) 

Chancel Choir 
Tammy Heilman, soloist 

 
 
Communion – Communion is shared among us in people’s homes 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal 
we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we 
may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLES                       extracted from worship 12/24/19 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through 
the angels, sent the shepherds with good news, 

and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ through the Word made 
flesh. 



SENDING SONG      Extracted from worship 12/24/2019 

         
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

 
POSTLUDE                     Extracted from worship 12/24/2019 
“Joy to the World”             arr. Raymond Haan    
 



Offering  
 
12/13        12/20 
Christmas Staff Gifts  $   915.00  Neves Memorial  $   150.00 
Caring Committee   $   590.00  Whitmyer Memorial $   700.00 
Whitmyer Memorial  $   250.00  Caring Committee  $   120.00 
General Fund   $5,000.25  Staff Gifts   $1,500.00 
Parish House Project  $   250.00  Youth    $        3.50 
Subtotal    $7,005.25  General Fund  $5,305.00 
Simply Giving      MRH    $      30.00 

General   $      25.00  Parish House Project $    395.97 
Total     $7,030.25  Subtotal   $8,204.47 
        Simply Giving 
         General  $3,405.00 
         Building  $      75.00 
        Total    $11,684.47 
 
 
Year to Date    January-November 2020 
Income    $236,834 
Expenses     $250,201 
Net Income (Loss)   ($13,367) 
   
 
 

 

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you 

normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 

48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact 

jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.  

 

 

 


