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Fourth Sunday in Advent

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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Introduction to the day

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary that God will give David’s
throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able
still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to
fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.”



PRELUDE Extracted from worship 12/23/18
“Away in a Manger” (traditional, arr. Wagner)
Faith Bells

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure

and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin.

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not
welcomed the stranger;

we have not loved our neighbor;

we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.

Wake us up and turn us from our sin.

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news:

by God’s endless grace

your sins are forgiven, and you are free—

free from all that holds you back

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love,

-+ comforted by Christ’s peace,

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Extracted from worship 12/22/19
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints, whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 QOur hope and ex - pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning 1s ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - rs - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast 1s wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660—1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-19(7
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

. Fourth
Sunday-or

Advent Candle Week 4: Peace the Boyan Family

Reader # 1: Advent celebrates the season of peace.

Reader # 2: In the midst of all the struggles of our daily lives, God comes
to us to provide peace.

Reader # 1: But peace is not the absence of conflict in our lives.

Reader # 2: Peace is the assurance that justice has been accomplished.
Reader # 1: The scripture reminds us about the Prince of Peace who will
come from God.

Reader # 2: The Messiah, declared the granter of peace by the song of
the angels, will come again to remind us to whom the reality of peace
belongs.

Reader # 1: And the lion and the sheep will lie down together in peace.

Light all four Advent Candles
ALL: And there will be no difference between the people of all nations.

Peace with justice will make us one with the Prince of Peace—the
center of our hope, faith, and love.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and

might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly
we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish David’s house (dynasty) forever.
Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even then, however, the people of Israel
remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, the messiah, God’s anointed.

A reading from 2 Samuel.

'Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him
rest from all his enemies around him, “the king said to the prophet
Nathan, “See now, | am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God
stays in a tent.” *Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in
mind; for the LORD is with you.”

“But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: °Go and
tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a
house to live in? °l have not lived in a house since the day | brought up
the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but | have been moving about
in a tent and a tabernacle. "Wherever | have moved about among all the
people of Israel, did | ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of
Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why
have you not built me a house of cedar?” *Now therefore thus you shall
say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: | took you from the
pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel;
’and | have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your



enemies from before you; and | will make for you a great name, like the
name of the great ones of the earth. ‘°And | will appoint a place for my
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own

place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, *}from the time that | appointed judges over my
people Israel; and | will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the
LoRrD declares to you that the LorRD will make you a house. **Your house
and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne
shall be established forever.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 16:25-27

Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel of Christ
in order to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations.

A reading from Romans.

>Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and
the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the
mystery that was kept secret for long ages “°but is now disclosed, and
through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith—?’to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be the glory forever! Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Emmanuel
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his name is called Em -man - u - el
Text and music: Bob McGee
Text and music © 1976 C, A. Music

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38

In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people from little known

places. This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the
role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in this gospel.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

’®In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, ?’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. “°And he



came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”
29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. *°The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. **And now, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. *’He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” **Mary said to
the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” *>The angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. *°*And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to
be barren. *’For nothing will be impossible with God.” **Then Mary said,
“Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The angel said fo [Mary],

"THE HOLY SPIRIT

WILL COME UPON YOU,

and the power of

THE MOST HIGH

WILL OVERSHADOW YOU''

LUKE 1:35, NRSYV



HYMN OF THE DAY Extracted from worship 12/22/2019
All Earth Is Hopeful

Toda la tierra
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To - da la tie - rra es - pe -raal Sal - va - dor
1 All earth 1is hope - ful, the Sav - ior comes at last!
2 Peo - ple of Is - rael, you  heard the proph-et tell:
3 Moun - tains and val - leys will have to be pre- pared;
4 We first saw Je - sus a ba - by in a crib.
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cla - ma jus -ti -cia 'y bus - ca la ver-dad. dar-nos li-ber-tad.
God’s truth and jus-tice set ev - ’ry-bod-y free.
stores hope and cour-age to chil - dren of this earth.
clear ev-’ry gate-way, in haste, come out in haste!
Je - sus is with us, and ev-er sets us free.
2 Dice_el profeta al pueblo de Israel: 3 Montes y valles habrd que preparar;
“De madre virgen ya viene_Emmanuel,” nuevos caminos tenemos que trazar.
serd “Dios con nosotros,” hermano serd, El estd ya muy cerca, venidlo_a_encontrar,
con él la_esperanza al mundo volverd. y todas las puertas abrid de par en par.

4 En una cueva Jesiis aparecio,
pero_en el mundo estd presente hoy.
Vive_en nuestros hermanos, con ellos estd;
y vuelve de nuevo a darnos libertad.

Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946
Music: TODA LA TIERRA, Alberto Taulé
Spanish text and tune © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Litirgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this
weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds:

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION extracted from worship 12/23/18
“Holy Is His Name” (Talbot)
Chancel Choir
Linda Hirt and Gwynne Kadrofske, flute

Communion — Communion is shared among us in people’s homes

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day
when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,

-+ now and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG

Extracted from worship 12/22/2019

He Came Down
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Text: Cameroon traditional

Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional; arr. John L. Bell, b. 1949

1 He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 He came down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4  He came down that we may have joy;  he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
hal-le - lu -jah for-ev-er - more
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;
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Arr. © 1986 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Hark the Glad Sound”

Extracted from worship 12/22/2019

arr. Robert Powell



Offering

12/6

Caring Committee
World Hunger

Youth

Neves Memorial
General Fund
Parish House Project

Subtotal

Simply Giving
General
Building

Total

155.00
100.00
110.00
150.00
$3,310.00

S 200.00
$4,025.00
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$3,470.00

S 75.00
$7,570.00

12/13

Christmas Staff Gifts

Caring Committee

Whitmyer Memorial

General Fund

Parish House Project

Subtotal

Simply Giving
General

Total

S 915.00
S 590.00
S 250.00
$5,000.25

S 250.00
$7,005.25

S 25.00
$7,030.25

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos Ml

48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact

jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

Everyone is invited to join our coffee hour fellowship time, via zoom, immediately following the online

worship service. Please use the zoom link below to join.

Topic: FLC coffee hour

Time: Following Sunday Morning online worship

Join Zoom Meeting
https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

Meeting ID: 498 212 6146
There is no password needed.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.


https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

