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Third Sunday in Advent

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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Introduction to the day

“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that God is turning our
mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a
stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that robe in
baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.



PRELUDE Extracted from worship 12/17/17
“Sussex Carol for Bells and Organ” (arr. Burroughs and Page)
Faith Bells and Organ

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure

and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin.

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not
welcomed the stranger;

we have not loved our neighbor;

we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.

Wake us up and turn us from our sin.

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news:

by God’s endless grace

your sins are forgiven, and you are free—

free from all that holds you back

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love,

-+ comforted by Christ’s peace,

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Extracted from worship 12/15/19
0O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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Son of the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Th

Third™
Sunday-st,

Advent Candle Week 3: Love the Ngasala Family

Reader # 1: Advent season speaks to us about God’s love for all creation.
Reader # 2: When God created all things, God saw it was good and
loved what was created.

Reader # 1: Among all things, God deeply loved the human beings who
were made in God’s image.

Reader # 2: For that love God sent prophets, and teachers.

Reader # 1: And God looked into their hearts and saw they needed the
ultimate expression of that love. So God sent the Messiah.

Reader # 2: As we approach this season of celebration, we accept God’s
love for us and for God’s creation.

Reader # 1: Advent celebrates love!

Light Advent Candles 1, 2 & 3

ALL: We commit ourselves to love the same way God has loved us, and
to express that love in all our relationships.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to

the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify
to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face hardship and
oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the prophet, moved by the spirit of
God, announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and comfort for those who mourn.

A reading from lIsaiah.

'The spirit of the Lord Gop is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
’to proclaim the year of the LorD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
°to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
“They shall build up the ancient ruins,



they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.

®For | the LoRrD love justice,
| hate robbery and wrongdoing;
| will faithfully give them their recompense,
and | will make an everlasting covenant with them.
“Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
91 will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
'1For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GobD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



NEW TESTAMENT READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual joy, prayer, and
thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming.

A reading from 1 Thessalonians.

'“Rejoice always, *’pray without ceasing, ‘®give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. *’Do not
quench the Spirit. °Do not despise the words of prophets, “‘but test
everything; hold fast to what is good; **abstain from every form of evil.

>May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your
spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. ““The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do
this. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Text and music: Bob McGee
Text and music © 1976 C, A. Music



GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28

John'’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a witness to Jesus,
one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

“This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” “°He confessed and
did not deny it, but confessed, “l am not the Messiah.” **And they asked
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “l am not.” “Are you the
prophet?” He answered, “No.” “’Then they said to him, “Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?” *He said,

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,””
as the prophet Isaiah said.

““Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. °They asked him, “Why
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?” °John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you
stands one whom you do not know, “’the one who is coming after me; |
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” “*This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

Extracted from worship 12/15/2019

People, Look East
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cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, 1S on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, 1is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, 1s on the  way.

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

Music: BESANCON, French carol
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this
weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds:

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION extracted from worship 12/17/17
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (arr. Holst)
Chancel Choir

Communion — Communion is shared among us in people’s homes

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day
when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,

-+ now and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Extracted from worship 12/15/2019
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give ve heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is  born to-day;
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now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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Christ 15 born to - day! Christ 1s born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for  this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

Extracted from worship 12/15/2019

arr. Dale Wood



Offering

11/29 12/6

General Fund S 2150.00 Caring Committee S 155.00
Parish House Project S 135.00 World Hunger S 100.00
Subtotal S 2285.00 Youth S 110.00
Simply Giving Neves Memorial S 150.00
General S 350.00 General Fund $3,310.00
Total S 2,635.00 Parish House Project S 200.00
Subtotal $4,025.00

Simply Giving
General $3,470.00
Building S 75.00
Total $7,570.00

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos Ml
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

Everyone is invited to join our coffee hour fellowship time, via zoom, immediately following the online
worship service. Please use the zoom link below to join.

Topic: FLC coffee hour

Time: Following Sunday Morning online worship

Join Zoom Meeting
https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

Meeting ID: 498 212 6146
There is no password needed.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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