
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November 8, 2020 
ONLINE WORSHIP 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
High School Leaders: …………............................. Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one another with the 

promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of 

every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage 

feast of the lamb. 



PRELUDE 
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”           arr. Janet Linker 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved. 
Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. 
We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
We are infected by sin 
that divides your beloved community. 
Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 
Beloved, we are God’s children, 
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 
by Jesus you are welcome, 
in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 
Let us live in the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
Amen. 
 

 



GATHERING SONG   
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the 

words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs 

of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Amos 5:18-24 

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, but Amos 

announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The 

LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community. 

A reading from Amos. 

 18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 

  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

 It is darkness, not light; 

  19as if someone fled from a lion, 

  and was met by a bear; 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

  and was bitten by a snake. 

 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 

 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

  I will not accept them; 



 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 

 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

 24But let justice roll down like waters, 

  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal 

life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will 

be raised into everlasting life with Christ. 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 

those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have 

no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 

through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we 

declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are 

left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who 

have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 

archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 

heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, 

who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet 

the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore 

encourage one another with these words. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like 

this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took 

their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil 

with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 

drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up 

and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 

your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there 

will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers 

and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the 

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the 

wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids 



came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 

you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither 

the day nor the hour.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring 
of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need. 

 
Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day 

when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign 

forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
“Keep Your Lamps”             (Spiritual, arr. Andre Thomas) 

Chancel Choir (recorded November 2017) 
Ian Levine, percussion 

  

 

Communion – Communion is shared among us in people’s homes 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the 
journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and 
give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us 
and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to 

rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. 
Amen. 
 

 



SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Beloved of God, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



POSTLUDE 
“Cornet Voluntary”              William Walond 
 
 
Offering  
10/25        11/1 
General Fund  $  2405.00   World Hunger  $  500.00 
Neves Memorial  $    510.00   Caring Committee  $  250.00 
Parish House Project $    300.00   Youth    $  250.00 
Subtotal   $  3215.00   General Fund  $6250.00 
Simply Giving      Capital Fund   $1000.00 

General  $    370.00   Neves Memorial  $  300.00 
Building             0.00   Subtotal   $8,550.00 

Total    $  3585.00   Simply Giving 
         General  $1840.00 
        Total    $10,390.00 

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please 

do so as you normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 

4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 48864 or consider signing up for "Simply 

Giving", our online offering tool. Contact jon.harrison@comcast.net for more 

information on how to sign up.  

 

 

 

 

Everyone is invited to join our coffee hour fellowship time, via zoom, immediately following the online 

worship service. Please use the zoom link below to join.  

Topic: FLC coffee hour 

Time: Following Sunday Morning online worship 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146 

 

Meeting ID: 498 212 6146 

There is no password needed.  
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