
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November 1, 2020 
ONLINE WORSHIP 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

All Saints Day 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
High School Leaders: …………............................. Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 

All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body of Christ. As November heralds the 

dying of the landscape in many northern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in Christ 

and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord’s table we gather with the faithful of every time and place, trusting that the 

promises of God will be fulfilled and that all tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem. 



PRELUDE 
“Shall We Gather at the River?”              arr. Dale Wood 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved. 
Amen. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. 
We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
We are infected by sin 
that divides your beloved community. 
Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 
Beloved, we are God’s children, 
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 
by Jesus you are welcome, 
in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 
Let us live in the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
Amen. 
 

 



GATHERING SONG   
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in 
the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to 
follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know 
the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Revelation 7:9-17 

The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor during a time of great oppression. 

Today’s reading is a response to the question asked in 6:17: “Who is able to stand?” The writer gives the 

faithful the assurance of God’s protection and a vision of victory. 

A reading from Revelation. 

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 

palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  

 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and 

the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 

and worshiped God, 12singing,  

 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

 and thanksgiving and honor 

 and power and might 

 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 



  13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed 

in white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are 

the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have 

come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

  and worship him day and night within his temple, 

  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

  the sun will not strike them, 

  nor any scorching heat; 

 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 



NEW TESTAMENT READING: 1 John 3:1-3 

A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God’s purposes. God, out of divine love, set us apart to be the 

children of God. Our holy hope is that we shall see God as God really is. 

A reading from 1 John. 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children 

of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us 

is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what 

we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he 

is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who 

have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 

In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are blessed with God’s favor. His teaching 

is surprising and shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, and control over others. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 

down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught 

them, saying: 

  3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

will be filled. 

  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

  8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

  10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be 

glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                                                  

 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring 
of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need. 

 
Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day 

when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign 

forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the witness of your saints 
you show us the hope of our calling, and strengthen us to run the race set 

before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in 

glory. And so, with Darrell Neves, Martha Ford, Olin Mace, Ryan 

McCandless, Christine Lewis and all the saints, with the choirs of angels 

and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
“City Called Heaven”           (arr. Poelinitz) 

Victoria Walker, soloist 
Chancel Choir 

(recording from All Saints Sunday worship 2019) 

 

Communion – Communion is shared among us in people’s homes 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the 
journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and 
give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us 
and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to 

rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. 
Amen. 
 



SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Beloved of God, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



POSTLUDE 
 “All Glory be to God on High”         Johann Pachelbel 
 
 
Offering 
10/18       10/25 
Flowers-Neves  $  137.80  General Fund  $  2405.00 
Neves Luncheon  $    50.00  Neves Memorial  $    510.00 
Neves Memorial  $  360.00  Parish House Project $    300.00 
General Fund  $2600.00  Subtotal   $  3215.00 
Subtotal   $3147.80  Simply Giving 
Simply Giving      General  $    370.00 
General   $3035.00   Building             0.00 

Building  $     75.00  Total    $  3585.00 
Total    $6257.80 

 

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please 

do so as you normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 

4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 48864 or consider signing up for "Simply 

Giving", our online offering tool. Contact jon.harrison@comcast.net for more 

information on how to sign up.  
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