
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

October 25, 2020 
ONLINE WORSHIP 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Reformation Sunday 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
High School Leaders: …………............................. Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love of 

Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to 

do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will 

unite more fully in worship and mission. 



PRELUDE 
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”            arr. Wilbur Held 
 
TEMPLE TALK                 Ryan Thompson   
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.  
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 



GATHERING SONG   
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy 
Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your 
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort 
them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 

The Holiness Code in Leviticus urges people to be holy because God is holy. Holiness is lived out as God’s 

people exercise justice and love in their dealings with one another. We are to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

A reading from Leviticus. 

1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 

  2Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: 

You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 

  15You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to 

the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 
16You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you 

shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the LORD. 

  17You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove 

your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18You shall not take 

vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love 

your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



NEW TESTAMENT READING: I Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Paul uses maternal imagery to depict the caring and nurturing relationship he shares with the Thessalonian 

Christians. When he first came to their city it was not to benefit himself but to share the gospel with them, which 

was his responsibility as an apostle of Christ. 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
 
1You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was 
not in vain, 2but though we had already suffered and been shamefully 
mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to 
declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3For our 
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4but 
just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message 
of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God 
who tests our hearts. 5As you know and as God is our witness, we never 
came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; 6nor did we seek 
praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 7though we might 
have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among 
you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply do we 
care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very 
dear to us.  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 22:34-46 

Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by summarizing the law of God in just two 

commandments and by demonstrating the Messiah must be more than the son of David. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they 

gathered together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to 

test him. 36“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 
37He said to him, “ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the greatest and 

first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments hang all the law 

and the prophets.” 

  41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them 

this question: 42“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” 

They said to him, “The son of David.” 43He said to them, “How is it then 

that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 

 44‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

 “Sit at my right hand, 

  until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 
45If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46No one was able 

to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any 

more questions. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                                                  

 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

 
Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: 



 
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for 

whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
“Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”        (Louisa Stead) 

Bob Nelson, soloist 
 

Communion – Communion is shared among us in people’s homes 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again 
fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. 
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, 
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you 
into the way of truth and life. Amen. 
 



SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“The Church of God, in Every Age”             arr. J. Bert Carleson 
 
 
 
Offering 
10/11         10/18 
Loose Cash    $     20.00   Flowers-Neves  $  137.80 
World Hunger   $     25.00   Neves Luncheon  $    50.00 
General Fund   $ 3900.00   Neves Memorial  $  360.00 
Neves Luncheon   $   315.00   General Fund  $2600.00 
Capital Fund    $     25.00   Subtotal   $3147.80 
Parish House   $     50.00   Simply Giving  
Subtotal    $ 4335.00   General   $3035.00 
Simply Giving        Building  $     75.00 
 General   $   765.00   Total    $6257.80 
Total     $ 5100.00 

 

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please 

do so as you normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 

4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 48864 or consider signing up for "Simply 

Giving", our online offering tool. Contact jon.harrison@comcast.net for more 

information on how to sign up.  

 

2020-2021 Stewardship forms can be filled out using this google form. (Just 

copy and paste into your browser. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TBVFrqUdzVTdDFxYenN7oKIx9dp9YkElx

SaVumbk9yQ/edit?usp=sharing 
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