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MANY ARE CALLED,

BUT FEW ARE CHOSEN."

Watthew 22:14

October 11, 2020
IN-PERSON WORSHIP

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

19% Sunday after Pentecost

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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As Lutheran Christians, our worship experience is ordinarily permeated with the music
of the church. However, during this time of COVID-19, we are refraining from singing
as we gather for in-person worship. Singing causes us to expel and project inordinate
amounts of aerosols from our mouths and it is aerosols that spread this virus.
Therefore, we have been instructed not to sing for the safety and health of everyone
present. We do this as another way of loving and caring for our neighbor.



Introduction to the day

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ parable
about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a
table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With
great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and
thirsting for the abundant life of God.

PRELUDE
“Schmucke Dich, O Liebe Seele” arr. Donald Busarow

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We turn from your loving embrace

and go our own ways.

We pass judgment on one another

before examining ourselves.

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.



Hear the truth that God proclaims:

Your sins are forgiven in the name of F Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all

peoples and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your
banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and
transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 25:1-9

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a wonderful victory
banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will be
swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation.

A reading from lIsaiah.

'O LoRrD, you are my God;
| will exalt you, | will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
’For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
‘Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;



cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
“For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
°the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

°On this mountain the LorD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
’And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
®he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord Gob will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
’It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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NEW TESTAMENT READING: Philippians 4:1-9

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give
thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and
minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.

A reading from Philippians.

My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

’| urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.
*Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they
have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of
life.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. °Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. °Do not worry about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.

®Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. °Keep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with
you.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God'’s kingdom are available to all, but the invitation is not
to be taken lightly.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

‘Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: *“The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his
son. °He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding
banquet, but they would not come. “Again he sent other slaves, saying,
‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner, my
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;
come to the wedding banquet.’ °But they made light of it and went away,
one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves,
mistreated them, and killed them. 'The king was enraged. He sent his
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. °Then he said
to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.
°Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” ‘°Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered
all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled
with guests.

1“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, *?and he said to him, ‘Friend,
how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was
speechless. **Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.” **For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



DEDICATION OF LWR QUILTS AND KITS

LEADER:

Let us pray. O Lord our God, maker of all things, you have blessed us with
so many Gifts — a good eye for color, the ability to make fine stitches,
the skills to develop ever-new and exciting patterns. Now we offer the
fruits of our labors, the Quilts we have made, to you.

PEOPLE:

We dedicate these Quilts and Kits to your service, trusting that your love
will go wherever each Quilt or Kit is sent, making it more than just a piece
of material, a collection of items — making each piece we have created
an expression of love. There is no way for us to imagine the power and
effect an act of love can have on a person’s life — how you can use
something as small as a Quilt, a Baby Care Kit, a School Kit to radiate your
love from us to the world. May these be used in your service and become
blessings for all those who receive them.

LEADER:

Lord, we know that all we possess comes from your loving hand. Give us
grace to honor you with all of our being: draw our hearts to you, guide
our minds, fill our imaginations, control our wills, so that we may be
wholly yours. Use us as you will, always to your glory and the welfare of
your people. Amen.

Litany written by Shirley Splittgerber of Omaha, Nebraska, for the Nebraska Synodical Women’s Organization’s LWR
Workday



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the
prayers, and the assembly responds:

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for
whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.

You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,

ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Communion — Communion is shared among us.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God,

that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ.

Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,

into your beloved vineyard

to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst,

guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ

and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

Mothering God,

Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Canzona in F Major” Domenico Zipoli

Reader: Linda Hirt
Lay Assistant: Rich Weingartner
Ushers: Milne/Schoepf

Offering
9/27 10/4
Loose Checks S 105.34 We will have this information next week.
World Hunger S 55.50
General Fund $1015.00
Capital Fund S 50.00
Subtotal $1225.84
Simply Giving
General S 595.00
Total $1820.84

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time please
do so as you normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran,
4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 48864 or consider signing up for "Simply
Giving", our online offering tool. Contact jon.harrison@comcast.net for more
information on how to sign up.

Our commitments to the greater Okemos community and beyond and more
important than ever and we will need your help to meet this challenge.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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