
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

August 16, 2020 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

11th Sunday after Pentecost  
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
High School Leaders: …………............................. Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
As Lutheran Christians, our worship experience is ordinarily permeated with the music 

of the church.  However, during this time of COVID-19, we are refraining from singing 

as we gather for in-person worship.  Singing causes us to expel and project inordinate 

amounts of aerosols from our mouths and it is aerosols that spread this virus. 

Therefore, we have been instructed not to sing for the safety and health of everyone 

present.  We do this as another way of loving and caring for our neighbor. 



Introduction to the day 
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather the outcasts 

of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request 

that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to 

those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of 

comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is 
everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call 

upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with 

compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout 

the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. Righteousness and 

obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other category. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 1Thus says the LORD: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come, 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

 

 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar; 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 



  for all peoples. 

 8Thus says the Lord GOD, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been 

disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 

A reading from Romans. 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I 

myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe 

of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

 

  29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were 

once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their 

disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the 

mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has 

imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: Matthew 15: [10-20] 21-28 

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious observances. 

Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him 

for help. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 

understand:11it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but 

it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples 

approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took 

offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant 

that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them 

alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides 

another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this 

parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 
17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, 

and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth 

proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart 

come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 

slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed 

hands does not defile.”]  

  21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 
22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started 

shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 

tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 

shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, 

help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 

throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 

crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, 



“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her 

daughter was healed instantly. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 
Prayers of intercession are prayed. 
To each petition, the assembly responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the 
prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer 

these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 
praise. 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Communion – Communion is shared among us. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. 
Amen 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on 
your goodness and have been united by your presence among us. 
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share 
your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant 
life. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Lay Assistant: Korine Wawrzynski 
Ushers: John & Gayle McCracken 
 
Offerings    
8/2        8/9 
General Fund  $2270.00   Loose Cash   $    67.00 
Parish House  $1040.05   Loose Checks  $  350.00 
Subtotal   $3310.05   General Fund  $2720.00 
Simply Giving      Parish House Project $  150.00 

General  $   510.00   Pastor’s Dis. Fund  $    50.00 
Total    $3820.05   Subtotal   $3337.00 
        Simply Giving 
         General  $4320.00 
         Building  $     75.00 
        Total    $7732.00 

 
 
 

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time please 

do so as you normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 

4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 48864 or consider signing up for "Simply 

Giving", our online offering tool. Contact jon.harrison@comcast.net for more 

information on how to sign up.  

 

Our commitments to the greater Okemos community and beyond and more 

important than ever and we will need your help to meet this challenge.  


