
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

August 9, 2020 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

10th Sunday after Pentecost  
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
High School Leaders: ………….........Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
As Lutheran Christians, our worship experience is ordinarily permeated with the music 

of the church.  However, during this time of COVID-19, we are refraining from singing 

as we gather for in-person worship.  Singing causes us to expel and project inordinate 

amounts of aerosols from our mouths and it is aerosols that spread this virus. 

Therefore, we have been instructed not to sing for the safety and health of everyone 

present.  We do this as another way of loving and caring for our neighbor. 



Introduction to the day 

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the 

disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting 

words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us 

forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 



For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to 

be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and 

daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, 

and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful 

believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to 

anoint Elisha as his own successor. 

A reading from 1 Kings. 

9At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the 

night there.  

  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing 

here, Elijah?” 10He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the 

God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown 

down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am 

left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

  11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the 

LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it 



was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but 

the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the 

LORD was not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the 

LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 
13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out 

and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him 

that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been 

very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 

forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 

prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 

take it away.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 

wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king 

over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; 

and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in 

your place. 17Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; 

and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will 

leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, 

and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 10:5-15 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the 

proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 

A reading from Romans. 

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, 

that “the person who does these things will live by them.” 6But the 

righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, 

‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who 

will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 
8But what does it say?  

 “The word is near you, 

  on your lips and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with 

your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so 

is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The 

scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For 

there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of 

all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

  14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? 

And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And 

how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are 

they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful 

are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 



GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best 

intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains 

them in their time of fear and doubt. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the 

other side [of the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And 

after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself 

to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the 

boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was 

against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them 

on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 

were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 

afraid.” 

  28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 

on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 

walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the 

strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 

“Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught 

him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they 

got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped 

him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for 
our shared world. 

 
Prayers of intercession are prayed. 
To each petition, the assembly responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the 
prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.  
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Communion – Communion is shared among us. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. 
Amen 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on 
your goodness and have been united by your presence among us. 
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share 
your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant 
life. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Lay Assistant: Dane Webb 
Ushers: Mike Eschelbach 
 
Offerings    
7/26        8/2 
 
Loose Cash   $    60.00   General Fund  $2270.00 
General Fund  $2775.00   Parish House  $1040.05 
Parish House  $  426.21   Subtotal   $3310.05 
Subtotal   $3261.21   Simply Giving  
Simply Giving       General  $   510.00 

General  $    25.00   Total    $3820.05 
Total    $3286.21 
 
 
 

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time please 

do so as you normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 

4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 48864 or consider signing up for "Simply 

Giving", our online offering tool. Contact jon.harrison@comcast.net for more 

information on how to sign up.  

 

Our commitments to the greater Okemos community and beyond and more 

important than ever and we will need your help to meet this challenge.  


