
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 8, 2020 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Second Sunday in Lent 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
High School Leaders: ………….........Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are 
available from the ushers.  



 
 
 

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use 
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks. 

 

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of 
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.  

 

Faith Lutheran live streams our services. No names of participants are broadcast.  
 

Ushers: Brenda & Walter Kopf 
Greeters: Jack & Natalie Dingledine 

Altar Care: Pam Williams & Beth Belonga 
Acolyte: open 

Reader: Elaine Harrison 
Lay Assistant: Korine Wawrzynski 

Nursery: Heidi Bowers 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Randy & Jamie Royalty 

Sunday School Teacher: Brenda Kopf 
 

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today. 
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.  

 
 

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.  
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets. 

 
Introduction to the day 
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter 

Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the 

font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in 

baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to 

proclaim God’s love for all the world. 



Welcome and Announcements          
Prayer Requests 
 
Prelude 
“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”   (Hymn # 332)arr. Howard McKinney 

The assembly stands. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who is present, who gives life, 
who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
Amen. 
 
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have turned away from you, 
knowingly and unknowingly. 
We have wandered from your resurrection life. 
We have strayed from your love for all people. 
Turn us back to you, O God. 
Give us new hearts and right spirits, 
that we may find what is pleasing to you 
and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 
 
Receive good news: God turns to you in love. 
“I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God. 

All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. Amen. 

GATHERING 



GATHERING SONG 

In the Cross of Christ I Glory              ELW #324 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to 

new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, 

that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 12:1-4a 

Reader: Elaine Harrison 

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth would gain 

a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great 

reputation. 

A reading from Genesis. 

1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 

your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 

will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 

curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 

  4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

WORD 



PSALM 121 (Read Responsively)  

 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; 

  from where is my help to come? 

 2My help comes from the LORD, 

  the maker of heaven and earth. 

 3The LORD will not let your foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 

 4Behold, the keeper of Israel 

  will neither slumber nor sleep;  

 5the LORD watches over you; 

  the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 

 6the sun will not strike you by day, 

  nor the moon by night. 

 7The LORD will preserve you from all evil 

  and will keep your life. 

 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 

  from this time forth forevermore.  

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve earning 

a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and 

Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead. 

A reading from Romans. 

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor 

according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 

something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the 

scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift 



but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who 

justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

  13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 

Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 

righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the 

heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but 

where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may 

rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 

adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 

(for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the 

father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 

that do not exist. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

Sung first by Chancel Choir, then by assembly. 

 
 
 



GOSPEL: John 3:1-17 
A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about 

life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He 

came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 

do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 

tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 

grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 

born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 

astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind 

blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 

understand these things? 

  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 

we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you 

about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 

you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except 

the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 



  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
SERMON   
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
God Loved the World               ELW #323 
 

 
CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly responds:  

 
Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
  
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:  
 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as 

we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 

you,” or similar words.  

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

OFFERING 
“God So Loved the World”              (Stainer) 

Chancel Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

MEAL 



OFFERING RESPONSE  

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words 

of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from 

your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ELW #190 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers 
and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. 
 
You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water 
from the rock. We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who 
joined us in our desert, pouring out his life for the world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your 
salvation for all this thirsty world. Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that 
we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 
 

 
 
 
 



THE LORDS PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SOLO 
“There Is a Balm in Gilead”         (arr. Hayes) 
     Soloist, Debra Borton-McDonough 
 
CONGREGATIONAL SONG 
Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross             ELW #335 
 
The assembly stands. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain 

us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our 

alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

BLESSING 
Now is the acceptable time. 
Now is the day of salvation. 
Holy God, 
speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 

☩ bless you, unbind you, 
and send you in love and in peace. 
Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 



SENDING SONG 
  
   

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Printed under One License #A-708005 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Prelude and Fugue in A Minor”        J. S. Bach 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

February 29th evening service attendance: 26 
March 1st, 2020 Attendance: 97 

 

Serving Faith March 15 

Ushers: Ellen Holste & Todd Robinson 
Greeter: Lois Neves 

Altar Care: Pam Williams & Beth Belonga 
Acolyte: open 

Reader: Atu Ngasala 
Lay Assistant: Doug Hirt 

Nursery: Lori Webb 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Hereza Family 

Sunday School Teacher: Heidi Bowers 
 

Altar Flower Dedications 
Sunday, March 8th  

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by … 
Vase 1: Harold Sollenberger & the Towl family in memory of Carol Towl. 

Vase 2: Harold Sollenberger in loving memory of Jean Smith, Lois Sollenberger’s 
best friend, who died on February 27th.  

 

LENT BEGINS  

Plan to attend our weekly Lenten Services. They will then take place on Wednesday evenings 

throughout Lent.  Soup and bread suppers will begin at 6:30 PM, followed by a worship service 

at 7:15.  This year our Lenten focus will be:  

Resurrection Now: Delighting In Our Salvation 

This is a series of short videos containing messages from Richard Rohr as he talks about our faith 

journey.  We will also be using Holden Evening Prayer as our Lenten liturgy. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement: 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul 

said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children 

of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where 

everyone is welcomed and affirmed. 

 

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 

marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical 

ability - you are welcome as you are.  As children of God, we are all one 

in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and 

grace to be our help and guide. 

 

Email address  
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 

 
Websites 

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org 
 

Facebook 
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship 

Sermons. 


