January 12, 2020

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

Baptism of our Lord

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

PaS O ittt ettt ettt e e e et seraeeereseraee see Ellen Schoepf
MUSIC Dir€CtOr:..cuii et e e Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/PianiSti.....cciciiceieeieriieececee et e, Bruce Williams
ChUurch SECretary ... e e Katie Love
High School Leaders: ..................... Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson
Pastor’'s emaili.....cccceeeeeevveeeeecreeeeene, prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Church emaili....cocooeecieeeeeee e, faith@faithlutheranokemos.org
WEDSITE ... v www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook Page...........ccceceeeveuunnennn.facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers.
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There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.

Ushers: Ellen Holste & Todd Robinson
Greeter: Rich Weingartner
Altar Care: Nina Schrote
Acolyte: open
Reader: Heidi Nussdorfer
Lay Assistant: Kim O’Brien
Nursery: Lori Haven
Coffee Hour Hosts: Tom & Nina Schrote

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets.

Introduction to the day

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus
fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the
nations. In the waters of baptism, we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s
beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s
healing.




Welcome and Announcements
Prayer Requests

Prelude
“Lobt Gott, ihr Christen, allzugleich” arr. J. G. Walther

GATHERING

The Assembly Stands- The children are invited to gather by the baptismal font at the entrance to
the Sanctuary.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.



Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG
Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized ELW #304

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

“This is my Son,
the Beloved, with who
I am well pleased.”

Matthew 3:17, NRSV.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - «cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - Iu - ia,
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre -a - tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - vy, and might be to God and the Lambfor-ev-er. A -  men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons,
and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.



WORD

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 42:1-9

Reader: Heidi Nussdorfer

God’s servant is endowed with God'’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not exercise
authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s
old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations.

A reading from lIsaiah.

'Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
| have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
’He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
*a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
“He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

°Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
°l am the LoRrD, | have called you in righteousness,
| have taken you by the hand and kept you;
| have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
’to open the eyes that are blind,



to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
] am the LoRrbD, that is my name;
my glory | give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
“See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth,
| tell you of them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Acts 10:34-43

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of
God'’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching,
Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

A reading from Acts.

**Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly
understand that God shows no partiality, *>but in every nation anyone
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. *°You know
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ—he is Lord of all. *’That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: **how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him. **We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; “°but
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, “*not to all
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate



and drank with him after he rose from the dead. “’He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as
judge of the living and the dead. “*All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s
child.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by
him. **John would have prevented him, saying, “| need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?” °But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so
now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
consented. °And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the



Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. *’And a voice
from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well
pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

HYMN OF THE DAY
Crashing Waters at Creation ELW #455

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS
The presiding minister begins.

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Ryan,
Elizabeth, Hadley & Quinn united with us in the body of Christ, whom we
welcome into the life and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church.

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS

In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in
the mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to
hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all
the earth.

The presiding minister addresses the new members.

Do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s
people in this place?



Those being welcomed respond.
| do, and | ask God to help and guide me.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new
members in Christian living?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

WELCOME

Those being welcomed face the assembly. The pastor addresses the
assembly.

Let us welcome our new members to this community of faith.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks
and praise to God and proclaim the good news to the entire world.

The congregation gives acclamation and thanks.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray for the
church, the world, and all who long to hear God’s voice.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

We place our prayers before you, God, united in your Spirit; through your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with

you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

OFFERING
Rain Down

Chancel Choir

THE BAPTISM Ot JESUS

(Cortegz, arr. Carter)




OFFERING RESPONSE

592 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Doxology

Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of wonder,

you formed us in our mother’s womb,

and from mother earth you bring forth this bread and wine.
We place them on your table,

together with our lives and all that you have made.
Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit.
We wait for your mercy;

we long for your peace;

we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ,

our banquet of life.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things. Through the prophets you
called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our
darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly
food, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

THE LORDS PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
“There is a Balm in Gilead”

CONGREGATIONAL SONG
You Are Mine

The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

arr. Joseph Martin

ELW #581



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Faithful God,

you have kept your promise to us in this meal,

nourishing us with the gift of salvation.
Now send your servants forth in peace,
that we may testify to your goodness
and share the hope that is ours

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

May Christ, the wisdom and power of God,
and the source of our life together,

keep you united in mind and purpose.

And the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, the - Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
Arise, Your Light Has Come!

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Let your light shine.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Voluntary in D”

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

ELW #314

John Alcock
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January 5, 2020 Attendance: 72

Serving Faith January 19
Ushers: Milne/Schoepf
Greeters: Ken & Ellen Milne
Altar Care:

Acolyte: Austin Jones
Reader: Brian Ransom
Lay Assistant: Bob Shorman
Nursery: O’Briens
Coffee Hour Hosts: Wawrzynski Family

Altar Flower Dedications
Sunday, January 12t
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Mike Eschelbach in celebration of the
birth of a new granddaughter, Clara Grace Kiko.
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8R|7¥ Church in America
God'’s work. Our hands. '

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul
said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where
everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod =~ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



