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2" Sunday in Advent

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers.
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There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use

it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of

the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.

Ushers: Jim & Peggy Crum
Greeter: Gail Barricklow
Altar Care: Karen Whitmyer, Heidi Bowers & Brielle Bowers
Acolyte: Maude Lewis
Reader: Lois Neves
Lay Assistant: Zachary Hereza
Nursery: Melinda & Lauren Schultz
Coffee Hour Hosts: Bob & Connie Nelson

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets.

Introduction to the day

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new

beginning. As the darkness increases, we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the

root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with
hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From
the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has

come near.



Welcome and Announcements
Prayer Requests

Prelude

“Comfort, Comfort Now My People” arr. Michael Burkhardt
GATHERING

The Assembly Stands

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,

the parent who rouses us from slumber,

the shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain,
the deliverer who sets us free.

Amen.

Let us come before the living God in confession.
As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation,
we open our hearts to you, O God.

Search us and know us.

Reveal all that we keep inside.

To you, O God, we confess our sins,

known and unknown.

Forgive us, renew us,

and lead us in your ways of justice and peace.
Make us reflections of the radiant love

of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Beloved children of the Most High,

you are gathered before the righteous judge
who has mercy on all.

Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism,
where sin is washed away in the river of life.



Dwell peacefully in the loving arms

of the one who nurtures all creation.

Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven
in the name of the one who is coming and is already here,

- Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG
There’s a Voice in the Wilderness ELW #255

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Peace &
Goodwill



Second Sunday of Advent

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
John the Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way
For the kingdom of heaven is near.

Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath.

Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit,

that we may be a light shining in the darkness
welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us,
for he is our light and our salvation.

Blessed be God forever.

Amen.
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Music: Dinah Reindorf, b. c. 1927
Music © 1987 Dinah Reindorf, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 11:1-10
Reader: Lois Neves

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse).
Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to
harmony and peaceful coexistence.

A reading from Isaiah.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
’The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
*His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
“but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
°Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.



*The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
'The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
®The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
“They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

0On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Isaiah 11:1, 3, NIV,




NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 15:4-13

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into
God’s family.

A reading from Romans.

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we
might have hope. °May the God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ
Jesus, °so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

’Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God. ®For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of
the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, “and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore | will confess you among the Gentiles,

and sing praises to your name”;
%and again he says,

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
tand again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,

and let all the peoples praise him”;
2and again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse shall come,

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;

in him the Gentiles shall hope.”

*May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Text and music © §976 C. A. Music
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways and
speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, ““Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” °This
is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.””
*Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. °Then the people of
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along
the Jordan, °and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.

’But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism,
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? ®Bear fruit worthy of repentance. °Do not presume to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for | tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. ‘°Even now the
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

11“l baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more
powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. ?His winnowing fork is in
his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat
into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

HYMN OF THE DAY
Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW #256

CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation,
that in each day and hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’
name.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

OFFERING

“Creation Will Be at Peace” (Page)
(Text based on today’s Old Testament reading)

Chancel Choir



OFFERING RESPONSE

Give Thanks
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Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Inlernational © sccured.




OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we
care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we
praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on
chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice
and mercy. At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your
love and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.



Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his
coming again in righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and on
this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase our hope,

and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

THE LORDS PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW #249
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Blessed Be the God of Israel ELW #250

The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day

when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

May God, who gathers us in love,

lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice.

May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves,
lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom.

May God, who fills us with good things,

lead you in pathways of equity and abundance.

The blessing of the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

be upon you and remain with you forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG
Prepare the Royal Highway ELW #264

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying” arr. Robert Benson

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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December 1, 2019 Attendance: 88

Serving Faith December 15

Ushers: Jim & Peggy Crum
Greeter: Marla Holle

Altar Care: Karen Whitmyer, Heidi Bowers & Brielle Bowers
Acolyte: Isaac Webb
Reader: Gus Lusis
Lay Assistant: Mike Eschelbach
Nursery: Marquardt Family
Coffee Hour Hosts: Gordon & Judy Tuthill

Altar Flower Dedications
Sunday, December 8t

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Jeff & Melinda Schultz in loving

memory of family & friends we miss.
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Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul
said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where
everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod =~ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



