
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 6, 2019 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
High School Leaders: ………….........Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are 
available from the ushers.  



 
 
 

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use 
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks. 

 

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of 
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.  

 

Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.  
 

Ushers: Walter & Brenda Kopf 
Greeter: Lois Neves 

Altar Care: Rich Weingartner & Beth Belonga 
Acolyte: Maude Lewis 

Reader: Melinda Schultz 
Lay Assistant: Ken Schoepf 

Nursery: Connie Nelson 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Jeff & Melinda Schultz 

 
 

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today. 
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.  

 
 

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.  
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets. 

 
Introduction to the day 
A little faith goes a long way is our Lord’s point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth has 

miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are 

the blessings received in water and the word (holy baptism), bread and wine (holy 

communion), the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them 

with thanksgiving. 



Welcome and Announcements          
Prayer Requests 
 
Prelude 
“O Spirit of Life”           arr. David Cherwien 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
The Assembly Stands 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the strength of our ancestors, 
the host of this meal, 
the builder of the city that is to come. 
Amen. 
 
If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. 
Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God our helper, 
we confess the many ways 
we have failed to live as your disciples. 
We have not finished what we began. 
We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. 
We have been captivated by our possessions. 
Lift our burdens, gracious God. 
Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin. 
Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING 



There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. 
Put your trust in these promises: 
God will never leave you or forsake you. 
You who were lost have been found. 

For the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Rejoice with the angels at this good news. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG 

God Is Here!             ELW #526 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are 
weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that 
with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Reader: Melinda Schultz  
Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to 

lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain 

indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the wicked will perish, but the righteous will live 

by faith. 

1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 

 

 2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 

  and you will not listen? 

 Or cry to you “Violence!” 

  and you will not save? 

 3Why do you make me see wrongdoing 

  and look at trouble? 

 Destruction and violence are before me; 

  strife and contention arise. 

 4So the law becomes slack 

  and justice never prevails. 

 The wicked surround the righteous— 

  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

 

 2:1I will stand at my watchpost, 

WORD 



  and station myself on the rampart; 

 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 

  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 

 2Then the LORD answered me and said: 

 Write the vision; 

  make it plain on tablets, 

  so that a runner may read it. 

 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 

  it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 

 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 

  it will surely come, it will not delay. 

 4Look at the proud! 

  Their spirit is not right in them, 

  but the righteous live by their faith. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Reader: Melinda Schultz 

This message written from Paul to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face 

of hardship and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is 

encouraged to exercise that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

A reading from 2 Timothy. 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the 

promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 

  2To Timothy, my beloved child:  

  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

  3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my 

ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and 

day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with 



joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your 

grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 

you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within 

you through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of 

cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 

  8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me 

his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the 

power of God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 

according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This 

grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has 

now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who 

abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 

gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a 

teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I 

know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able 

to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to the 

standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, 

with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties of 

discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are responses 

to their identity rather than works seeking reward. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If 

you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry 

tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

  7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from 

plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your 

place at the table’? 8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for 

me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may 

eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 
10So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, 

‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have 

done!’ ” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
SERMON   
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song 

HYMN OF THE DAY    

O Spirit of Life               ELW #405 
During the singing of this hymn people are invited to bring their pledges forward. 
Chancel Choir Sings Vs. 1 & 2; congregation sings vs 3 & 4. 

 

Let us pray, 

Gracious and loving God, giver of all that is good and true and beautiful 

and life-giving. These cards represent our sweat, they represent our lives, 

they represent our dreams. The pledges which we make on them are but 

tokens of the awesome gifts that have been given to us and they are 

pledged in thanksgiving for all we have received, for all we have been 

inspired to be, for all we are challenged to become, in this place.   

 

Gracious God, we offer these gifts to you.  May our gifts be the first 

fruits of all we have and not what we have left over, so that we may live 

out as closely as possible how you give to us. May we see them as our 

offering to you, sacred, holy, yet earthy, filled with possibilities. May we 

hold this image in our hearts and minds so as we watch our offerings 

each week come to your table, we can see our very selves being part of 

this offering, it is us on the table, living sacrifices to you.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy Spirit 
living in us, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed.  
To each petition, the assembly responds:  

 
Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
  
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:  
 

Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your loving 

hands. We offer these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words.  

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

OFFERING 
“Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord”            (Schrader) 

Tammy Heilman, soloist 
Chancel Choir 

 

 

MEAL 



OFFERING RESPONSE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God our provider, 
we bring nothing into this world 
and we can take nothing out of it. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us, 
which we bring to your table, 
and with them the offering of our lives. 
Nourish us now with the life that really is life, 
revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world 
in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. You dined with 
Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with 
manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to 
become food for the world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the 
grave, we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 
 
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to 
serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the 
body of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty 
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 
 

 
THE LORDS PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

Blessed Assurance              ELW #638 
 
 
 
 
 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The assembly stands. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. God of blessing, 
at this table we have seen you face to face, 
and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, 
our hearts have been refreshed. 
Send us now to shine with your goodness 
and bear witness to the one we have received: 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



God Blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING 
Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, 
with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

Almighty God ☩ bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 

Oh, Sing to the Lord          ELW #822 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Overture No. 2”              Maurice Greene 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 



 

 

 

 

 

  

  

September 29, 2019 Attendance: 95 
 

Serving Faith October 13th  

Ushers: Bob & Pam Williams 
Greeters: Ken & Karen Whitmyer 

Altar Care: Rich Weingartner & Beth Belonga 
Acolyte: Sami Ransom 

Reader: Elaine Harrison 
Lay Assistant: Kim O’Brien 
Nursery: Rachel Ngasala 
Coffee Hour Hosts: open 

 
 

Altar Flower Dedications 
Sunday, October 6th:  

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Matt & Korine Wawrzynski in 
celebration of their 13th wedding anniversary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement: 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul 

said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children 

of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where 

everyone is welcomed and affirmed. 

 

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 

marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical 

ability - you are welcome as you are.  As children of God, we are all one 

in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and 

grace to be our help and guide. 

 

Email address  
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 

 
Websites 

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org 
 

Facebook 
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship 

Sermons 


