
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 1, 2019 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Sunday School/Middle School Director:….………………… Maddie Wosinski 
High School Leaders: ………….........Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are 
available from the ushers.  



 
 
 

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use 
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks. 

 

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of 
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.  

 

Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.  
 

Ushers: Bill & Pam Williams 
Greeter: Bob Scholle 

Altar Care: Melinda Schultz & Gwynne Kadrofske 
Acolyte: open 

Reader: Atu Ngasala 
Lay Assistant: Harold Sollenberger 

Nursery: Jennifer Coe 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Gordon & Judy Tuthill 

 
 

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today. 
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.  

 
 

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.  
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets. 

 
Introduction to the day 
Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we have 

a place at the banquet table of the Lord. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and 

mutual love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still. 

 



Welcome and Announcements          
Prayer Requests 
 
Prelude 
“All Are Welcome”        arr. Ron Schmoltze  

     The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
The Assembly Stands 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the strength of our ancestors, the host of this meal, 
the builder of the city that is to come. 
Amen. 
If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. 
Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our helper, 
we confess the many ways 
we have failed to live as your disciples. 
We have not finished what we began. 
We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. 
We have been captivated by our possessions. 
Lift our burdens, gracious God. 
Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin. 
Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. 
Put your trust in these promises: 
God will never leave you or forsake you. 
You who were lost have been found. 

For the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Rejoice with the angels at this good news. Amen. 

GATHERING 



GATHERING SONG 

All Are Welcome            ELW #641 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are 

humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the 

generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Proverbs 25:6-7 
Reader: Atu Ngasala 
The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature. Wisdom 

literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily life. Today’s 

reading is about humility. 

 

A reading from Proverbs. 

 6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 

  or stand in the place of the great; 

 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 

  than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Reader: Atu Ngasala 
The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a holy life, 

all of which are shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ. 

A reading from Hebrews. 

1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 

WORD 



knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in 

prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you 

yourselves were being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, and 

let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and 

adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content 

with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake 

you.” 6So we can say with confidence,  

 “The Lord is my helper; 

  I will not be afraid. 

 What can anyone do to me?” 

  7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 

consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 15Through him, then, 

let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 

that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 

have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 



GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity to teach his 

hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts to 

mimic God’s gracious hospitality to the poor and the broken. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 

Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

  7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told 

them a parable. 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding 

banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more 

distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who 

invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your 

place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 
10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that 

when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then 

you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 
11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 

themselves will be exalted.” 

  12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a 

luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your 

relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you 

would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they 

cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 

righteous.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 

 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
SERMON              

 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY    

Let Us Go Now to the Banquet                ELW #523 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray 
for the church, the world, and all of God’s creation. 

 
Prayers of intercession are prayed.  
To each petition, the assembly responds:  

 
Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
  
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:  

 
Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your 

throne of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 



God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”         (arr. Wagner) 

Addie Thompson and Rich Weingartner, handbell duet 
 

OFFERING RESPONSE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEAL 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the 
talents we are given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us 
to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives 
may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 
you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every 
nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 
THE LORDS PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  
 



COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 

 
CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

In Christ There Is No East or West                ELW #650 

 
The assembly stands. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
God of blessing, 
at this table we have seen you face to face, 
and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, 
our hearts have been refreshed. 
Send us now to shine with your goodness 
and bear witness to the one we have received: 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

God Blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  
BLESSING 
Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, 
with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

Almighty God ☩ bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 

Oh, Praise the Gracious Power          ELW #651 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  
“Voluntary In D Major”         William Boyce 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

SENDING 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

August 25, 2019 Attendance: 70 
 

Serving Faith September 8th  

Ushers: Doug & Linda Hirt 
Greeter: Mike Eschelbach  

Altar Care: Melinda Schultz & Gwynne Kadrofske 
Acolyte: open  

Reader: Jack Dingledine 
Lay Assistant: Zachary Hereza  

Nursery: Marquardt’s 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Bob & Connie Nelson 

 
 

Altar Flower Dedications 
Sunday, September 1st: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Faith 

Lutheran Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement: 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul 

said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children 

of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where 

everyone is welcomed and affirmed. 

 

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 

marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical 

ability - you are welcome as you are.  As children of God, we are all one 

in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and 

grace to be our help and guide. 

 

Email address  
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 

 
Websites 

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org 
 

Facebook 
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship 

Sermons 



   Caring Committee Donations-Collecting Food until September 11th  

In one month, children in our community will go back to school. They will need to start their day with a 
healthy breakfast. You can help make sure that happens by joining the Caring Committee in the 
annual Back-to-School Breakfast Bag Food Drive. Individuals, families and committees are 
encouraged to shop for any or all of the following items: 

• Oatmeal 
• Cold cereal 
• Pancake mix 
• Syrup 
• Canned fruit muffin mix 
• Juice 
• Jelly 
• Peanut butter 
• Breakfast bars 
• Instant breakfast drinks 

Place your food donations in the grocery cart between now and September. With cash donations we 
will purchase milk, bread and eggs. There will also be a sign-up sheet for delivery on the Committee 
Information Board. Thank you, Faith Family, for your care, concern and desire to help others in our 
community in HIS name. 
 
 
 

There are many exciting opportunities to get involved at Faith. 
Please grab a bi-weekly announcement folder on the counter in 

the Narthex. 

More details about these exciting events are detailed in the 

announcement folder. 

- LWR Personal Care Kits/School Kits 

- Start dates of High School & Middle School Youth Groups 

- Rally Day/Sunday School 

- Confirmation Meeting Times 

-Wednesday Night Live, Choirs & “Oh Jonah” 

- Flu Shot Clinic 

- Holy Envy Book Study 

-Gods Work. Our Hands. 

- Educational events with the Islamic Center 

-Paris to Pittsburgh movie screening 

- Beer & Hymns 

- 60 +/- meetings 

- Community Forums  

- Lansing Ignite Game 


