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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child
of God. As Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in
Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26)
We strive to be a place where everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ~ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons.
Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.



Widening the Circle

When Jesus first announced a message of good news for the
oppressed, the people of his hometown were thrilled. They had
suffered and struggled together for a long time. The stirring words
of Jesus’ powerful sermon stoked their hope, and by its end the
people were amazed and singing his praises. Yet, Jesus’ message
was not finished. He continued to widen the scope of God’s mercy
beyond those gathered with him in Nazareth. God’s kingdom, he
said, even included groups that Jesus’ hearers considered their
enemies. Sometimes those outsiders had been even more
appreciative of God’s grace than God’s own people had! With that,
the cheers of the crowd turned to angry shouts and Jesus found his
very life threatened.

Congregations and ministries often contain groups who have spent
many years together, sharing the work of ministry and building
deep relationships with one another. To belong to such a
community is a tremendous blessing that many people have never
experienced. But such communities must also guard against the
temptation to hear God’s words of abundant grace as a private
message just for them. The gospel revealed in Jesus Christ always
pushes us to see a wider circle, in which outsiders are just as much
the focus of God’s loving attention and where even those who are
most unlike us have things to teach us about God’s grace.

As you gather for worship today, is anyone new in your assembly?
Who might feel the most like an outsider? What groups and people
in your wider community are not present with you today? As you
listen to the many words of grace and love in today’s service, be
intentional about pondering how these messages apply to people
beyond your normal circles. As you are sent back out into your
community, notice others around you, especially those who seem
unlikely to gather with you for worship. Pray for heightened
awareness of outsiders and watch for opportunities to learn about
God’s love from them.



Sunday, February 3, 2019
4 Epiphany

Introduction to the day

The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least
expected. God uses our lips to declare that glory, inexperienced
and hesitant though they may be. God uses our love to demonstrate
that glory and so urges us to exercise it. God uses Jesus of
Nazareth, water and the word, bread and wine, to reveal God’s
glory where and when God chooses. Take heed, lest the glory of
God slip through our midst unnoticed.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver.
The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during
any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish
to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

PRELUDE

“Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue” arr. Dale Wood



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who creates us and forms us,

who redeems us and calls us,

who unites us and sends us.

Amen.

Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty and loving God,

we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.

We seek our own way.

We divide the body of Christ.

In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us.
Let the words of our mouths,

the thoughts of our hearts,

and everything that we do

be filled with faith, hope, and love.
Amen.

Hear the voice of Jesus:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me

to proclaim release to the captives.”

In the name of + Jesus Christ,

I proclaim to you

that your sins are forgiven and you are released.
The joy of the Lord is your strength,

and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG
He Comes to Us as One Unknown ELW #737



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy
Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are
born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may
rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
The assembly is seated



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 1:4-10

God calls Jeremiah to be a prophet and consecrates him in the womb.
Jeremiah’s task is to preach God’s word in the midst of the difficult political
realities of his time, before the Babylonian exile. He is to make God known not
only to Judah, but also to the nations.

A reading from Jeremiah.

“Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,

*““Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,

and before you were born | consecrated you;

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
Then I said, “Ah, Lord Gob! Truly I do not know how to speak,
for I am only a boy.” "But the LORD said to me,

“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;

for you shall go to all to whom | send you,

and you shall speak whatever | command you.

Do not be afraid of them,

for I am with you to deliver you,

says the LORD.”
“Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the
LORD said to me,

“Now I have put my words in your mouth.

“See, today | appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,

to pluck up and to pull down,

to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Christians in Corinth prided themselves on their spiritual gifts. Paul reminds
them that God gives us many gifts through the Holy Spirit, but the purpose
behind all of them is love, the kind of love that God showed us in Jesus Christ.

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

'If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have
love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. ?And if | have
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have
love, | am nothing. °If I give away all my possessions, and if | hand
over my body so that | may boast, but do not have love, I gain
nothing.

“‘Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or
arrogant °or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; °it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices in the truth. “It bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things.

’Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an
end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come
to an end. °For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part;
%but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end.
“When | was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, |
reasoned like a child; when | became an adult, | put an end to
childish ways. *?For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we
will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know
fully, even as | have been fully known. *And now faith, hope, and
love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 4:21-30

People in Jesus’ hometown are initially pleased when he says that God will free the
oppressed. Their pleasure turns to rage when he reminds them that God’s prophetic
mission typically pushes beyond human boundaries so that mercy and healing are
extended to those regarded as outsiders.

The holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord.

?'Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,]
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” ?All
spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that
came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” *He
said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb,
‘Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, ‘Do here also in your
hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’
“And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the
prophet’s hometown. »But the truth is, there were many widows in
Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three
years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the
land; “yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at
Zarephath in Sidon. ' There were also many lepers in Israel in the
time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except
Naaman the Syrian.” *When they heard this, all in the synagogue
were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town,
and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built,
so that they might hurl him off the cliff. *°But he passed through
the midst of them and went on his way.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
HYMN OF THE DAY

Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue ELW #644

CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers,
and the assembly responds:

Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
“Without Love” (Petker)
Chancel Choir
Ursula Glasmacher, violin



OFFERING RESPONSE
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of all creation,

all you have made is good,

and your love endures forever.

You bring forth bread from the earth
and fruit from the vine.

Nourish us with these gifts,

that we might be for the world

signs of your gracious presence

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things. Through the
prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in
our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.




Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and
rising, and his promise to come again, we await that day when all
the universe will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this
heavenly food, we may be light for the world, revealing the
brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with
the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Hunger no more. Thirst no more.
Come to the banquet of life.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak ELW #676
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW #359

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

We thank you, O God,

that you have fed us at your banqueting table
with bread and wine beyond compare,

the very life of Christ for us.

Send your Spirit with us now,

that we may set the captive free,

use your gifts to build one another up,

and in everything reflect your glory

revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The God of glory dwell in you richly,
name you beloved,

and shine brightly on your path;

and the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, the = Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
O Lord, Now Let Your Servant

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is your light.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“How Firm a Foundation”

ELW #313

arr. Donald Campfield
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Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
- and uphold me with a willing spirit.

>SALM 51:12
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Siblings in Christ, welcome to worship! May your time
in the Lord be rich and blessed.

Pastor Ellen Schoepf prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Secretary Katie Love klove@faithlutheranokemos.org
High School Director Katie Love
Trinity/Middle School Director Maddie Wosinski
Director of Music Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/Pianist Bruce Williams

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the narthex.

January 27 Attendance: 92

Serving Faith February 3 February 10
Acolyte open open
Altar Care Peggy Crum & Nina Schrote
Communion Assistants  open open
Deb Borton-McDonough Melinda Schultz
Bob Shorman Dane Webb
Greeters Ken & Karen Whitmyer Jeff & Melinda Schultz
Readers Deb Borton-McDonough Melinda Schultz
Lay Assistant Bob Shorman Dane Webb
Ushers Kadrofske Kopf
Nursery Melinda & Lauren Schultz Marquardt
Coffee Hosts Nina Schrote McCracken

Altar Flower Dedications:

Sunday, February 3: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by

Walter, Brenda, Katy, Amy, Becca and Ciara in celebration of Austin’s
11" birthday.

Altar Flowers are provided by Al-Lins of Okemos



