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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

_______________ 

 

    Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement: 
 
We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child 
of God. As Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in 

Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) 
We strive to be a place where everyone is welcomed and affirmed. 
 
No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical 
ability - you are welcome as you are.  As children of God, we are all one 
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and 
grace to be our help and guide. 

 

Email address  

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 

 

Websites 

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org 

North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org 

 

Facebook 

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 

 

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship 

Sermons 

 

 



Sunday, October 21, 2018  

22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Introduction to the day 

There is no doubt that climate change is already happening on this 

earth.  The results of a changing climate present us with moral and 

ethical issues as we see, and will continue to see, the displacement 

of people due changing environments. As Christians, we are called 

to care for creation.  And, as Christians, we are called to love God 

and love our neighbor as ourselves.  So, on this day, we ask who is 

my neighbor?  Who is my neighbor in a climate changing world?  

Our neighbors are those next to us.  They are the future 

generations, the children.  They are our brothers and sisters who 

are economically challenged.  They are the nations of the world.  

They are the refugees and immigrants who are being affected by 

climate change.  And my neighbor is also, as St. Francis of Assisi 

would say, everyone and everything.  All the elements, all of the 

creatures, even the plants.  What it really comes down to is this:  

Are we following this basic command to put love into action? 

 

 
If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver.  

 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available. 

 

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during  

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated. 

 

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish 

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks. 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
We cordially greet all who have come to worship today. 

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service. 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

"Better is One Day"             (Redman)  

Joyful Noise 

 



GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

the one who fashions us, 

the one who heals us, 

the one who reforms us again and again. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power. 

Source of all life, 

we confess that we have not allowed 

your grace to set us free. 

We fear that we are not good enough. 

We hear your word of love freely given to us, 

yet we expect others to earn it. 

We turn the church inward, 

rather than moving it outward. 

Forgive us. Stir us. 

Reform us to be a church powered by love, 

willing to speak for what is right, 

act for what is just, 

and seek the healing of your whole creation. 

Amen. 

 

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us 

and to empower our lives in the world. 

Our sins are forgiven, 

☩ God’s love is unconditional, 

and we are raised up as God’s people 

who will always be made new, 

in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG 

For the Beauty of the Earth     ELW #879 

 

 



GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. 

Lord God, Creator of the universe, You have designed our world to 

produce life abundantly. Call us into caring for Your world that 

You designed. You have set limits for our atmosphere, limits for 

our water, limits for our very soil, but we have crossed those lines 

and dismissed those boundaries. We have disregarded the lines 

You drew and have made the world fit our use and desire. God, we 

have truly made a mess of things. Help us. Call us back into caring 

for the world You so carefully crafted for us, and for all creatures. 

Call us back into the stewardship that You designed us to 

participate in. Help us to restore what You intended, for our world 

and for us. In Your name we pray. Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 10:17-19 

 

A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 

17For the LORD your God is God of gods and LORD of lords, the 

great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no 

bribe, 18who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and 

who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. 19You 

shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of 

Egypt.  

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-10 

 

A reading from Romans. 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who 

loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, "You 

shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not 

steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are 

summed up in this word, "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10Love 

does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 

law. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL: Luke 10:25-37 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, 

"what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 26He said to him, "What is 

written in the law? What do you read there?" 27He answered, "You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 

neighbor as yourself." 28And he said to him, "You have given the 

right answer; do this, and you will live." 
29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my 

neighbor?" 30Jesus replied, "A man was going down from 



Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who 

stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 
31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he 

saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, 

when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when 

he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and 

bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then 

he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care 

of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the 

innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him; and when I come back, I 

will repay you whatever more you spend.' 36Which of these three, 

do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 

the robbers?" 37He said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus 

said to him, "Go and do likewise." 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

SERMON  

 

Pastor Ellen Schoepf 

Jack & Natalie Dingledine 

Tula Ngasala 

 

 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

Let Streams of Living Justice    ELW #710 
 

 

 

 



Litany – Show Me My Neighbor 

God of All Love, as I step out the door 

Show me my neighbor. 

As I read the news… 

Show me my neighbor. 

As I pray… 

Show me my neighbor. 

On my left, on my right. Perhaps turning to me right now 

Show me my neighbor. 

Where my eyes have passed before and then turned away 

Show me my neighbor. 

Where my ears have heard cries that I have ignored 

Show me my neighbor. 

As they share a story that is different from my story, help me to 

listen as if it is my own. 

Show me my neighbor. 

As I open my senses to all of your creation 

Show me my neighbor and then let me love them. 

In their joy and in their distress 

Let me love them. 

That their delight be mine and their pain be mine too 

Let me love them. 

As completely and mercifully as you love me 

Let me love them. 



In true solidarity, singing our songs together until a new song 

emerges 

Let me love them. 

I look up now, God of love and grace. 

Show me my neighbor.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Longing for God’s will to be fulfilled among us, we pray 

persistently for the church, the world, and all people in need. 

 

Prayers of intercession are prayed.  

To each petition, the assembly responds:  

  

Lord, in your mercy,  

receive our prayer. 

  

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, 

and the assembly responds:  

 

Enfold all things in your compassion, O God, and bring us into 

your life through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

 

 



MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 

 

“Heart for the Nations”      (arr. Kellner) 

Chancel Choir 

OFFERING RESPONSE  

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of life, 

you give us these gifts of the earth, 

these resources of our life and our labor. 

Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, 

and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created 

a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. You 

dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your 

people Israel with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat 

with sinners and to become food for the world. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from 

the grave, we await his coming again to share with us the 

everlasting feast. By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this 

meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this 

bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with 

the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, 

and make us one with you. 

 

COMMUNION  

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.    

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG  



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 

This Is My Father's World     ELW #824 
 

 

 

CONGRGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Holy and compassionate God, 

in bread and wine you give us gifts 

that form us to be humble and courageous. 

May your words come to life 

in our serving and in our witness, 

that we might speak a living voice 

of healing and justice to all the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; 

Jesus Christ, savior of the world, raising the dead; 

Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church: 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  

 

O God of Every Nation     ELW #713 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Sound the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Let All Things Now Living”      arr. Carolyn Hamlin 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sisters & brothers in Christ, welcome to worship! 

May your time in the Lord be rich and blessed. 
 

Pastor   Ellen Schoepf    prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 

Secretary  Katie Love      klove@faithlutheranokemos.org 

High School Director                             Katie Love 

Trinity/Middle School Director    Maddie Wosinski 

Director of Music                  Debra Borton-McDonough  

Organist/Pianist         Bruce Williams 

 

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the narthex.  
 

October 14, 2018 Attendance: 110 
Serving Faith  October 21            October 28 

Acolyte   open          Maude Lewis 

Altar Care               Rich Weingartner & Tammy Heilman 

Communion Assistants open          Maude Lewis 

   Tammy Heilman     Warren Heilman 

   Ellen Holste           Ken Schoepf 

Greeters   Jack & Natalie Dingledine  

                 Gayle & Lowell Barricklow 

Readers   Tammy Heilman     Warren Heilman 

Lay Assistant  Ellen Holste           Ken Schoepf 

Ushers   Doug & Linda Hirt                 Doug & Linda Hirt                                                             

Nursery   O’Brien Family       Schultz Family 

  

Altar Flower Dedications:  

Sunday, October 21st: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by 

Beth & Taylor Belonga in celebration of Keith’s birthday.    


