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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child
of God. As Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in
Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26)
We strive to be a place where everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod =~ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



Pass the Salt

Flavored salt is a relatively new trend in the culinary world. Salt
can be infused with many different flavors including saffron,
chocolate, lemon, even bacon. Online recipes are widely available
for do-it-yourselfers, or you can order flavored salt from many
online retailers. The possibilities for flavoring salt seem endless.
Salt is good, and apparently it can be seasoned.

Our bodies need salt to function properly. In the ancient world, salt
was a big commodity because it was used as a preservative
essential for storing food. Entire communities could suffer from
starvation if they didn’t have sufficient supplies of salt. Salt was so
valuable that it was used as currency in some places. Roman
soldiers were often given salt as part of their wages. The word
salary comes from the Latin phrase salarium argentum, “salt
money.”

So salt isn’t simply “good,” as Jesus says in today’s gospel reading
(Mark 9:50). It is vital to life and health. We might interpret Jesus’
teaching as saying that salt is more important than your hand or
your foot, needed far more than either of your eyes, and worth
more than your life. Salt isn’t just salt here; it’s belief in the power
of the name of Jesus.

Jesus tells us that everyone will be “salted with fire” (Mark 9:49).
This salty fire both burns and gives warmth. This salt, belief in the
power of Jesus and his name, is a preservative—not for food, but
for our salvation. We aren’t meant to place stumbling blocks in
front of others or prevent them from getting flavored with belief in
Jesus, because that leaves all of us bland and tasteless. What God
wants for us is a salty, flavorful life.



Sunday, September 30, 2018
19th Sunday after Pentecost
Hymn Sing Sunday

Introduction to the day

Someone is casting out demons in Jesus’ name who isn’t part of
Jesus’ own circle, and the disciples want him stopped. They appeal
to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who prophesied
without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this
as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, even
when it is not under his control. The circle we form around Jesus’
word must be able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t
do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver.
The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during
any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish
to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Prayer Requests

PRELUDE

“Thee We Adore, Eternal Lord” arr. Michael Burkhardt



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the ++ holy Trinity,

the one who fashions us,

the one who heals us,

the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.
Source of all life,

we confess that we have not allowed

your grace to set us free.

We fear that we are not good enough.

We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.

We turn the church inward,

rather than moving it outward.

Forgive us. Stir us.

Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right,

act for what is just,

and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us
and to empower our lives in the world.

Our sins are forgiven,

*+ God’s love is unconditional,

and we are raised up as God’s people

who will always be made new,

in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG
Hymn will be announced



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre-a - tion!
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2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a - dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va -  tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer -cy shall dai - ly at-tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore him!
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his  love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!

Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that is need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al -might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and
welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and
selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and
understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this
reading. God provides manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What
is truly needful? God bestows the spirit on seventy elders, yet two men not
designated as leaders prophesy in the power of God'’s spirit. What constitutes
real leadership?

A reading from Numbers.

‘The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites
also wept again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! *We
remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the
cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; °but
now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this
manna to look at.”

"“Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all
at the entrances of their tents. Then the LORD became very angry,
and Moses was displeased. **So Moses said to the LORD, “Why
have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found
favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on
me? “Did | conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that
you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse
carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to
their ancestors’? **Where am | to get meat to give to all this
people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to
eat!” I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too
heavy for me. *“If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me
to death at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not



let me see my misery.”

'°So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the
elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and
officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have
them take their place there with you.”

*So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD;
and he gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all
around the tent. **Then the LORD came down in the cloud and
spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it
on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they
prophesied. But they did not do so again.

*Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the
other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were
among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and
so they prophesied in the camp. ??’And a young man ran and told
Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” *And
Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men,
said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” *’But Moses said to him, “Are
you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD‘s people were
prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: James 5:13-20

Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in
need, celebrating with those in good health, restoring those who have strayed,
confessing sins to one another, and offering forgiveness to each other.

A reading from James.

“Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. *“Are any among you
sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them
pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.
“The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise
them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.
*Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one
another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is
powerful and effective. “’Elijah was a human being like us, and he
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six
months it did not rain on the earth. *Then he prayed again, and the
heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.

“My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from
the truth and is brought back by another, °you should know that
whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the
sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

All Creatures, Worship God Most High! (vs 1 &6) ELW #835



GOSPEL.: Mark 9:38-50

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that
involves service and sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these words
apply to them as well as to others.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
“!John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out
demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was
not following us.” *But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one
who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward
to speak evil of me. ““Whoever is not against us is for us. “For
truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because
you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.
“2“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little
ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great
millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into
the sea. “*If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better
for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to
hell, to the unquenchable fire. “*And if your foot causes you to
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have
two feet and to be thrown into hell. “”And if your eye causes you to
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God
with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell,
““where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
“““For everyone will be salted with fire. *°Salt is good; but if salt
has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in
yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY
Hymn will be announced



CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s beloved creation.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers,
and the assembly responds:

Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom
we pray, trusting in your boundless mercy through Jesus Christ,
our Redeemer.

Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING

“Thy Will Be Done”
Chancel Choir; Chris Lewis, solo

OFFERING RESPONSE

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of life,

you give us these gifts of the earth,

these resources of our life and our labor.
Take them, offered in great thanksgiving,

(Eilers)

and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

vs.land5

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
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2 O seed of Is - rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
3 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call—
4 Sin - ners, whose love can ne’er for - get the worm-wood and the gall,
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go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the 1oy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all

Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.

The God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all

Go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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5 Letev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe
on this terrestrial ball
to him all majesty ascribe
and crown him Lord of all.

6 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
we at his feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created
a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. You
dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your
people Israel with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat
with sinners and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from
the grave, we await his coming again to share with us the
everlasting feast. By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this
meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this
bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with
the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

B 94
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
and make us one with you.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.




COMMUNION SONG

vs.land 3

Just As I Am, without One Plea

1 Just as I am,
2 Just as I am,
3 Just as I am,
4 Just as I am;

with - out one plea, but
though tossed a - bout

thou wilt re - celve, wilt
thy love un-known has

that  thy blood was
with man - ya con - flict,
wel - come, par - don,
bro - ken ev - ’ry

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871

Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

CONGREGATIONAL SONG

Hymn will be announced

Hymn will be announced

shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
man - ya doubt, fight-ings and fears with - in, with - out,
cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise 1 be - lieve,
bar - rier down; now to be thine, yea, thine a - lone, _i)
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Holy and compassionate God,

in bread and wine you give us gifts

that form us to be humble and courageous.

May your words come to life

in our serving and in our witness,

that we might speak a living voice

of healing and justice to all the world,

through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being;
Jesus Christ, savior of the world, raising the dead;

Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church:
Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG
Hymn will be announced

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Voluntary in D” by John Alcock

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Sisters & brothers in Christ, welcome to worship!
May your time in the Lord be rich and blessed.

Pastor Ellen Schoepf prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Secretary Katie Love klove@faithlutheranokemos.org
High School Director Katie Love
Trinity/Middle School Director Maddie Wosinski
Director of Music Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/Pianist Bruce Williams

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the narthex.

September 23, 2018 Attendance: 95

Serving Faith September 30 October 7

Acolyte Serena Ngasala Isaac Webb
Altar Care Melinda Schultz & Gwynne Kadrofske

Rich Weingartner &Gwynne Kadrofske

Communion Assistants  Serena Ngasala Isaac Webb

John McCracken Melinda Schultz

Walter Kopf Alyssa Magyar

Greeters Marla Holle Ken & Karen Whitmyer

Readers John McCracken Melinda Schultz

Lay Assistant Walter Kopf Alyssa Magyar

Ushers Jon & Elaine Harrison Doug & Linda Hirt

Nursery Jennifer Coe Heidi Bowers

Altar Flower Dedications:

Sunday, September 30th

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Sheila Smith in
thankfulness for the blessings & colors of Autumn & family, friends
& Faith.



