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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

_______________ 

 

    Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement: 
 
We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child 
of God. As Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in 

Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) 
We strive to be a place where everyone is welcomed and affirmed. 
 
No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical 
ability - you are welcome as you are.  As children of God, we are all one 
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and 
grace to be our help and guide. 

 

Email address  

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 

 

Websites 

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org 

North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org 

 

Facebook 

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 

 

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship 

Sermons 

 



 

 

 

If There Is a Theme 

If any theme is consistent in the New Testament it is this: to know 

Jesus is to know God. 

The mystery of God near us begins in the first books of the Bible. 

Adam and Eve, barely clad in fig leaves, hear the Lord God, 

creator of the heavens and the earth, walking in the Garden of 

Eden in an evening breeze (Gen. 3:8). Jacob, on the way to an 

uncertain reunion with his cheated brother, Esau, wrestles all night 

with an unnamed man. At dawn, Jacob says of him, “I have seen 

God face to face” (Gen. 32:30). Three unexpected visitors appear 

at Abraham’s tent and stay for a dinnertime birth announcement 

that sets old lady Sarah laughing. One of the visitors was the Lord 

(Gen. 18:1-15). Moses faced a hidden God in the flames of a 

burning bush at Horeb (Exod. 3:1-6). 

And it goes on like that through the pages of scripture; curious 

revelations and partial glimpses of God, until . . . 

Jesus goes home. There, the way he teaches and the deeds of 

godlike power at first astound, but then quickly offend, the people. 

From the moment when a baby cried in a pile of Bethlehem straw 

and shabby shepherds ran to make known what they had seen, until 

the moment a withering body, nailed to a cross, cried out one last 

time and a Roman soldier shuddered with the recognition that 

“Truly this man was God’s Son!” (Mark 15:39), the face of Jesus 

has scrambled and scandalized all the refined and suitable images 

of God. 

If any theme is consistent in the New Testament it is this: we meet 

the extraordinary God in the ordinariness of Jesus, whose power is 

made perfect in weakness, who is the great I AM, always the I-will-

be-who-I-will-be God. 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, July 8, 2018  

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

Introduction to the day 

Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority 

over demons. Yet none of this power is unilateral; it all must be 

received by faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out without money 

or supplies, so that they will be dependent on how others receive 

them. When we are sent from the assembly to witness and to heal, 

we are asked to be vulnerable, to be dependent on the reception of 

others. The Spirit always operates in the between: between Jesus 

and his Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me, between 

us and those to whom we are sent. 
 

 

 

 

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver.  

 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available. 

 

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during  

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated. 

 

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish 

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks. 

 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
We cordially greet all who have come to worship today. 

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service. 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

 

PRELUDE 

“Here and Now”                (Smith) 

Chris Lewis,solo 

 

 



GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GATHERING SONG 

Morning Has Broken     ELW #556 

 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  



PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. 

Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may 

bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 2:1-5 

 
In 597 BCE, the priest Ezekiel was removed into exile in Babylon. While there, he 

received a vision of God appearing majestically on a chariot throne. Today’s 

reading recounts God’s commissioning of Ezekiel during this vision. The 

prophet is to speak God’s word to a people unwilling to hear. 

A reading from Ezekiel. 

 

1[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will 

speak with you.2And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me 

and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 3He said to 

me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of 

rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have 

transgressed against me to this very day. 4The descendants are 

impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall 

say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD.” 5Whether they hear or 

refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know 

that there has been a prophet among them. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

 
Christians do not boast of their own accomplishments. Rather, Christian 

boasting focuses attention on how the power of Christ is present in our lives, 

especially in times of weakness and vulnerability. No matter what our 

circumstances in life, Christ’s grace is sufficient for us. 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 

 

2I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up 

to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do 

not know; God knows. 3And I know that such a person—whether 

in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows—4was 

caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that 

no mortal is permitted to repeat. 5On behalf of such a one I will 

boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my 

weaknesses. 6But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will 

be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may 

think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, 7even 

considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, 

to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the 

flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being 

too elated. 8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it 

would leave me, 9but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 

you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all 

the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 

dwell in me. 10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for 

whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL: Mark 6:1-13 
At home and abroad, Jesus and his disciples encounter resistance as they seek to 

proclaim God’s word and relieve affliction. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

1[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.2On 

the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who 

heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all 

this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds 

of power are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the 

son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, 

and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 
4Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except 

in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own 

house.” 5And he could do no deed of power there, except that he 

laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 6And he was 

amazed at their unbelief.  

  Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the 

twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them 

authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to take nothing 

for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their 

belts; 9but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to 

them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the 

place. 11If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear 

you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a 



testimony against them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that all 

should repent. 13They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil 

many who were sick and cured them. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON  

 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

Lord, You Give the Great Commission              ELW #579 
 

 

 

 

HOLY BAPTISM                   George Andrew Bach 

Presentation 

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and 

death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the 

Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of 

the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the 

communion of saints, we grow in faith, love and obedience to the 

will of God. 

 

I present George Andrew Bach for baptism. 

 

 

 



To parents: 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do 

you desire to have George baptized into Christ? 

I do. 

As you bring him to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted 

with responsibilities: 

 to live with him among God’s faithful people, 

 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

 teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed 

 and the Ten Commandments, 

 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 

 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

 so that he may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed,  

 care for others and the world God made, 

 and work for justice and peace. 

 

Do you promise to help George grow in the Christian faith and 

life? 

I do. 

 
To sponsors: 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture George in the Christian faith 

as you are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the 

covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 

I do. 

 
To the assembly: 

People of God, do you promise to support George and pray for him 

in his new life in Christ? 

We do. 

 

Profession of Faith 

 
To parents and sponsors:  

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin and 

confess the faith of the church. 

 

Do you renounce the devil and all forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 



 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 

 
To parents, sponsors and the assembly: 

 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

 he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Font 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight.  Through the waters of 

the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea 

you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free 

from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.  

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that 

those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new 

life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.   Amen 

 

Baptism 

George Andrew Bach 

I baptize you in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 

 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from 

sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

 

Sustain George with the gift of your Holy Spirit; the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 

spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 

your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen 

 

George Andrew Bach, child of God,  

you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 

and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

Amen 

 

 

 



Welcome 

 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission 

we share; join us in giving thanks and praise to God and 

bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

 
Those gathered at the fond may return to their seats. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, we join with the church in every place, 

praying for the world that God so loves. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed.  

To each petition, the assembly responds:  

  

Lord, in your mercy,  

receive our prayer. 

  

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, 

and the assembly responds:  

 

By the sure guidance of your Holy Spirit, O God, we lift up our 

prayers in trust and thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 

“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

 



MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING 

 

“Deep River”            Traditional Spiritual, arr. Hayes 

Chris Lewis,solo 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING RESPONSE 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, 

you open wide your hand 

and satisfy the need of every living thing. 

You have set this feast before us. 

Open our hands to receive it. 

Open our hearts to embrace it. 

Open our lives to live it. 

We pray this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 

you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 

uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, Breath of life and Fire of love, with a mighty wind you 

brought creation into being, and by a pillar of fire you led your 

people into freedom. We praise you for the gift of your Son, who 

poured out your Spirit on his disciples of every race and nation. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and the sending of 

the holy and life-giving Spirit, we await his coming again to renew 

the face of the earth. Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon 

this meal: anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love, that, 

with thankful hearts, we may be witnesses to your Son. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with 

the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  

 

COMMUNION  

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG  

 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

Here I Am, Lord                 ELW #574 
                  

CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

Take My Life, That I May Be     ELW #685 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Jesus Christ, host of this meal, 

you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. 

Filled again by these signs of your grace, 

may we hunger for your reign of justice, 

may we thirst for your way of peace, 

for you are Lord forevermore. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

May God, whose power working in us 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, 

grant you the gifts of faith and hope. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 

Sent Forth by God's Blessing       ELW #547 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  

“Grosser Gott”               (Peeters) 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  

Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 



Sisters & brothers in Christ, welcome to worship! 

May your time in the Lord be rich and blessed. 
 

Pastor   Ellen Schoepf    prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 

Secretary  Katie Love      klove@faithlutheranokemos.org 

Director of Christian Education                            Katie Love 

Director of Music                  Debra Borton-McDonough  

Organist/Pianist         Bruce Williams 

 

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the narthex.  
 

July 1, 2018 Attendance: 84 
Serving Faith  July 8      July 15 

Acolyte   open          open 

Altar Care                   Rich Weingartner & Brenda Kopf 

      

Communion Assistants open          open 

   Harold Sollenberger   Gathering Youth 

   Brian Ransom    Gathering Youth 

Greeters   Ken & Karen Whitmyer                       Dingledine’s 

Readers   Brian Ransom    Gathering Youth 

Lay Assistant  Harold Sollenberger   Gathering Youth 

Ushers   Eschelbach    Gathering Youth 

Nursery   O’Briens  Melinda & Lauren Schultz 

   

Altar Flower Dedications:  

Sunday, July 8th   

Vase 1: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Ken & Ellen 

Milne in celebration of their 35th wedding anniversary.  

Vase 2: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the Belonga 

family in celebration of Taylor’s birthday.  

 

 

 

 

Carol Towl and Harold Sollenberger invite the Faith Family to a 

simple ceremony where we plan to exchange our marriage vows on 

July 22nd at 5:00 p.m. here at the church.  Both of our families have 

been raised here during over 40 years of worshiping at Faith. 

Please join us to celebrate and to renew acquaintances while 

sharing cake and punch.  No gifts please.  

 


