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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child

of God. As Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in
Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26)
We strive to be a place where everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ~ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



Invited into Friendship

Ask any child who has moved to a new place and they will
probably confirm that their biggest worry was if they’d make new
friends. Parents worry for their teenager and young adult in each
stage of growth, wondering if new friends will be kind and
generous, if their daughter or son will find mutually beneficial
relationships. Adults are not immune from their own relationship
trials. Busy lives, competing priorities, transitions and death can
mean the end of sustaining relationships. Bullying, fear-tactics and
misuse of others are common problems, so friendship is precious.
We treasure new friendships and work to keep tending those that
last for many years—because we need them.

Today’s readings inspire and compel us to love one another and
see one another as God does. As the Holy Spirit falls on those
outside the inner circle of the circumcised, Peter asks how the
water of baptism can be withheld. In 1 John we hear that those who
love the parent love the child. Jesus says followers are no longer
servants but friends. So whether they are a stranger with different
customs and practices, our family member, or closest friend, we
are called today with the challenge and opportunity to love them.
The promise is that this unconditional love that comes first from
our Creator and Parent, expressed through the person of Jesus and
through the Spirit, is splashed all over us, and will make our joy
complete.

For those who have experienced great relationships in their lives
and for those who have never yet quite tasted that sustaining fruit,
Jesus shows how much he loves us and the ways to cultivate
deeper relationships. Jesus laid down his life to show his great
love. We’re invited to love expansively and experience the joy of
friendship with Jesus and through the body of Christ.



Sunday, May 6, 2018

6 Easter

ELW Holy Communion Setting Three
Confirmation Sunday

Introduction to the day

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is
the image of friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus
came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is
too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with
Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of
the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed
that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual
love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by
the Spirit.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver.

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during
any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish
to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Prayer Requests

PRELUDE
“What a Friend we have in Jesus” arr. Dale Wood



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluial! Christis risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Just as God’s work of creation never ends,

so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day.
Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life:

for water to bathe in, water to drink,

for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder,

for water that gives life to our planet.

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life.

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place:
for water from our tap, for rain and snow.
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place.

We give you thanks for your salvation through water:

for delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters,
for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom,
for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought,
for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land,

for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water.
We give you thanks for your salvation through water.

We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized,
and for all who gather here;

for godparents and baptismal sponsors,

for children and grandchildren,

for our brothers and sisters in Christ

whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound.
We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized.

We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit:

for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters,

for our new birth into a life of freedom and service,

for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of the world.
We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG
Great God, Your Love Has Called Us ELW #358

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving
you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed
all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family,
the Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively
in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

A reading from Acts.

“While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who
heard the word. “The circumcised believers who had come with
Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out even on the Gentiles, “for they heard them speaking in
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, "“Can anyone
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” “So he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay
for several days.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God'’s
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but
through love and faith.

A reading from 1 John.

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of
God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. ?By this
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
obey his commandments. *For the love of God is this, that we obey
his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome,
“for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the
victory that conquers the world, our faith. ®“Who is it that conquers
the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

°This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not
with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the
Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 15:9-17

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help
them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his
commands, that they love one another.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ““As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you;
abide in my love. “If you keep my commandments, you will abide
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

”“This is my commandment, that you love one another as |
have loved you. °No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. “You are my friends if you do what |
command you. **I do not call you servants any longer, because the
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called
you friends, because | have made known to you everything that |
have heard from my Father. **You did not choose me but I chose
you. And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. "I
am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
We Are Called ELW #720



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

Presentation

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism, and for these
young people, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making
public affirmation of their baptism.

A representation of the congregation presents those making affirmation.

| present:

Adelle Breann Dingledine

Owen Bernard Kadrofske

Viktor Jeffrey Lewis

Atuganile Sifa Ngasala

Griffin Wayne Ransom

Brenna Elizabeth Seeley

who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for these young people whom you
have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have
called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your
Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your
servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts
of all whom you have brought to new birth.

We ask this in the name of Christ.
Amen.
Profession of Faith

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and
confess the faith of the Church.



Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Affirmation of Baptism
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism.

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ

through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and
to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

I do and I ask God to help me.



People of God, do you promise to support these young people of
our congregation and pray for them in their life in Christ?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

The minister and all those gathered may lay both hands on the head of each
confirmed and say:

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake,

stir up in Adelle/Owen/Viktor/Atuganile/Griffin/Brenna
the gift of your Holy Spirit;

confirm her/his faith, guide her/his life,

empower her/him in her/his serving,

give her/him patience in suffering,

and bring her/him to everlasting life.

Amen

Those making public affirmation face the assembly.
A representative of the congregation addresses the assembly.

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

All return to their places in the congregation and the worship service then
continues with prayers.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we
pray for the witness of the church, the wholeness of creation, and
all who are in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers,
and the assembly responds:

We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by
the power of the Holy Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say,
“Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
“Sing of the Lord’s Goodness” (Carter)
Chancel Choir



OFFERING RESPONSE

Praise and Thanksgiving
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
as you were made known to the disciples.

Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives,

that we may be your risen body in the world.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the
heavens and the earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his
family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people
Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be
our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the
sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his
life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,



shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious
resurrection, we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in
your arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with
the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

S i e X

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Now let us feast this Easter day
on Christ, the bread of heaven. Hallelujah!

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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INSTRUMENTAL SONG
“One Bread, One Body” arr. Ron Schmoltze
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your ELW #708

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Life-giving God,

in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection
you send light to conquer darkness,

water to give new life,

and the bread of heaven to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection
that we may show your glory to all the world;
through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

May God who has brought us from death to life
fill you with great joy.

Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG
Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen ELW #548

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Jesu, Jesu” arr. Bradley Sowash

sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



elcome
We re glad you re here todayl
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Slsters & brothers in Chrlst welcome to
worship! May your time in the Lord be rich

and blessed.

Pastor Ellen Schoepf prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Secretary Katie Love klove@faithlutheranokemos.org
Director of Christian Education Katie Love
Director of Music Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/Pianist Bruce Williams

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the narthex.

April 29, 2018 Attendance: 113

Serving Faith May 6 May 13
Acolyte Paige Lewis open
Altar Care Gretchen Bills & Becky Bills
Communion Assistants  Paige Lewis open
Zachary Hereza Tara Williams
Melinda Schultz Rich Weingartner
Greeters Jeff & Melinda Schultz Marla Holle
Lay Assistants Zachary Hereza Tara Williams
Readers Melinda Schultz Rich Weingartner
Ushers Walter & Brenda Kopf Walter & Brenda Kopf

Nursery Melinda & Lauren Schultz O’Briens



ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS

Sunday, May 6%

Vase #1: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Jeff & Ellen
Lewis and family in celebration of all the 2018 confirmands, especially
Viktor Lewis.

Vase #2: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Jack and Natalie
Dingledine. Congratulations to all the confirmands on this
important milestone in your faith journey, most especially to
Adelle! Mom and Dad are so proud.

Butterflies For Sale!

On Sunday, June 3, we will be releasing

live butterflies outside by our Butterfly

Garden. Butterflies are the symbol of new

life. And, as we celebrate the Pentecost

season and the beginning of summer activities, we will be releasing
painted lady butterflies to celebrate God’s gift of creation. The Green
Team is inviting you to order a butterfly for $10.00. Following worship on
June 3, you will be given your butterfly to release by our garden. This
project is a Green Team fundraiser. A portion of the money earned from
these butterfly sales will go to help purchase solar lighting for our sign.
Place your butterfly order by using the form below and turn it into the
church office. All orders must be received by Sunday, May 20, which
happens to be Pentecost Sunday!

Green Team Butterfly Order Form:
Order Deadline: Sunday, May 20t

Quantity Total Cost ($10/each)

Name:
Dedication (if any):

Make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church.
Please put “Butterflies” in the memo line.
Place this form in Katie Love’s mailbox or the church office.



