ANNOUNCEMENTS
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OCTOBER 4, 2015

Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 for updates
SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS DEADLINE—TUESDAY EACH WEEK

Submit to Rita at rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE—OCTOBER 19TH

Submit to Rich at faith@mathwhiz.org

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS        
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by. . .

Vase 1
Virginia Taschner in memory of Conrad Taschner on what 


would have been our 70th wedding anniversary today.

Vase 2
Matt and Korine Wawrzynski in celebration 


of our ninth wedding anniversary
On November 15, there is a flower vase open for dedication. The flower sign-up chart is posted on the hallway bulletin board across from the coat racks.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:

( Members—Max Ambs, Lowell Barricklow, Dale and Mavis Halvorson,  

    Susan Heft, Bob Marklewitz, Ellen Milne and Harry Nawrock

( Friends and family—Annaliese, Chris Cotter, 

    Dick and Lil Jennings and Heather
( Our mission partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

( Those in military service(Jon Schoepf, Melody and Adam Wright 
     and Lani Yearicks
( Lutheran Social Services of Michigan children who seek adoption—

    Jeremiah, Amber, Kayla and Shante.
NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNERS
As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include Pastor William Huether and the congregation of Ludington Victory Trinity Lutheran Church in your prayers of intercession this week.
FINANCIAL UPDATE

Week of September 27:


Year-to-date as of August 31:

General fund

$1,935.00
Income

$162,278.16

Loose cash

       57.00
Expenses
  182,549.83
World Hunger

     122.56
Net Income
$(20,271.67)

Youth


     159.50
Compassion

       30.89
Caring Committee
       25.00
Capital Repairs

       75.00


Total
$2,404.95
Abundance
Abundance does not happen automatically. It is created when we have the sense to choose community, to come together to celebrate and share our common store. Whether the scarce resource is money or love or power or words, the true law of life is that we generate more of whatever seems scarce by trusting its supply and passing it around. Authentic abundance does not lie in secured stockpiles of food or cash or influence or affection but in belonging to a community where we can give those goods to others who need them—and receive them from others when we are in need.  

—Parker Palmer, Letting Your Life Speak
THIS WEEK’S CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

TODAY

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost



Temple Talk



Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 



Sunday School mission project begins

11:15 a.m.
Confirmation Review



Worship Committee meeting



Lunch & Learn - Book Study on Racism
Laura Nelson and members of the Community Forum Planning Committee are hosting a book study on racism. This study will take place today and on October 11 and 18. 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5TH
Please note: The Tuesday lunch and pub lectionary study groups are being suspended for a few Tuesdays. The lunch study group will resume Tuesday, October 20th at 12:00 p.m. in Pastor Ellen’s office and the pub study group will resume Tuesday, October 27th at 6:30 p.m. at Okemos Buddies Pub and Grill.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7TH
  7:30 a.m.    
Men’s study group in the library

  9:30 a.m.    
Quilting and LSSM ACTION in the parish house

  5:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise Choir in the sanctuary

  6:00 p.m.
Trinity and Confirmation in the large fellowship hall

  6:30 p.m.
Faith Bells in the sanctuary

  7:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir in the sanctuary

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8th
11:30 A.M.
Caregiver Support Group in the library


Presenter – Attorney Rosemary Howley Buhl,



Specialist in Elder Law and Care giving



Lunch is provided

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9TH
The church office will be closed. 

In case of emergency, please call 243-6453 (Rita’s cell phone).

LOOKING AHEAD

Sunday, October 11th

Temple Talk

11:15 a.m.
Lunch & Learn – Book study on racism


Parish Education Committee meeting

  3:00 p.m.
Worship at The Willows at Okemos

Sundays, October 18th-November 29th
9:00 a.m.     Adult Bible study discussion group

“The Bible makes Sense” by Walter Brueggemann is a unique how-to book about the Bible. More than simply introducing readers to major themes, the author reveals an engaging biblical understanding of the world that leads to a life of joy, wholeness and peace. This worldview is described in an insightful synthesis, enlivening the Scriptures for readers. Let us know via
the narthex sign-up sheet if you will be attending so we can order sufficient copies of the book ($12.00).

Sunday, October 18th
2015 Women’s Retreat sign-up deadline
Retreat details can be found in the Christian Education announcements following.

__________________________________________
Sunday, October 18th - Bread for the World Sunday
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. . .whoever wishes to become





great among you must be your





servant. . .For the Son of Man





came not to be served but to





serve, and to give his life a





ransom for many.






Mark 10:43 and 45
Bread for the World’s members have helped improve our government’s assistance to farmers in Africa and elsewhere.
On October 18 we celebrate Bread for the World Sunday as an opportunity to renew our commitment to pray, act and give for an end to hunger in God’s world. Empowered by Jesus’ presence in our lives, we seek not to be served, but to serve. Drawn into the gravity of God’s love, we reach out to our sisters and brothers who struggle to get enough to eat.


Our efforts to help those in need are strengthened by Bread for the World as it brings together people from many faith traditions(to be a collective Christian voice, urging our nation’s decision makers to change the policies and conditions that allow hunger to persist. We also give thanks for churches and other organizations that provide emergency relief and long-term assistance to overcome hunger, poverty and disease.


October 18th, religious and political leaders from around the world are forging an international commitment to end widespread hunger by 2030. To support this ambitious goal, Bread for the World is enlisting 100,000 people to engage in ongoing prayer for an end to hunger.


In these prayers, we are encouraged by Jesus who teaches us to pray, “Our Father in heaven. . .your will be done, on earth as it is in heave” (Matthew 6:9-10). Throughout the Scriptures, we see that God’s will is that the hungry are fed, widows are cared for and the sick are healed. Drawing strength from our prayers, we renew our determination to see that all people receive God’s gift of daily bread.
Sunday, October 25th
Reformation Sunday

Sunday, October 25, is a big day in the Lutheran Church. As Lutherans, we always celebrate the Reformation on the last Sunday of October. This year, not only will we celebrate Reformation Sunday, the following things will also be taking place:

· We will be giving Bibles to all third grade children
· We will be holding a potluck after worship

· We will be holding our quarterly congregational meeting in the downstairs large fellowship hall following the potluck

· We will be focusing on stewardship of our time and talents (everyone will have an opportunity to fill out a time and talent sheet)

· We will experience a ministry fair—all committees will have a table display, and you will have the opportunity to see what members of each of these committees are working on.

We do hope you will plan to join us for the festivities. This experience will truly be an example of the church at work as we celebrate the Reformation!

  5:30-7:30 p.m.

Chili Chow Down
Youth Group Fundraiser (partnering w/Membership Development)
On Sunday, October 25th, Faith’s Youth Group will be offering a chili meal (vegetarian choices as well), cornbread, cider, dessert and fun games and activities for the children. We will also have pumpkin carving assistance if you bring your pumpkins along. It’s helpful to bring your pumpkin already cleaned out. It will be a great time!!!  

Cost for the meal is $5.00 each or $15.00 per family. 
Please make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church.

Payment will be collected the evening of the event.

Thursday, October 25th
Sixty Plus or Minus Folks



(No minimum or maximum age!)

Brown Bag Lunch and Program
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Presenter: Mark Marquardt

“The Plight of Rhinos”

[image: image2.jpg]



Question of the day: “What has a greater market value, ounce for ounce, than gold?”

Answer: “An ounce of rhino horn!”

No wonder poaching is prolific in Africa! Mark Marquardt, our resident zoologist, is eager to share information and pictures brought back from Africa by a colleague who visited there recently. Join us for this program that will give us much food for thought about poaching, endangered species and threatened extinction in God’s beautiful world.

Speaking of food, bring your own brown bag or box lunch. The committee will furnish beverages and dessert.

Note about the date change: We’re exploring how our attendance might be affected—perhaps improved!—by meeting on Thursday instead of Wednesday. Schedule conflicts among speaker and leaders give us a chance to check this out. So, join us on the FOURTH THURSDAY of October, instead of the usual third Wednesday!

See you in the downstairs large fellowship hall!
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thrivent Action Teams are needed again!!!
Please apply to help your youth group in a one-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that can be completed within 90 days. Here are some suggestions for your Thrivent Action Teams:  Fall Mission Project, Chili Chow Down, Shrove Tuesday Supper, Faith Vacation Bible School .  Use this link to get started:  https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/  Please see Melinda to get specific details or if you have any questions. 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Collection begins TODAY
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Collections will be ongoing through November 



15th, at which time we will have the boxes 



blessed during the church service. If you are




available to help deliver the shoeboxes (close by 


in Haslett) the week of November 17-21, please 



let Melinda Schultz know at 





mrsjas305@sbcglobal.net.

2015 Women’s Retreat – ‘Grace Alone’ (Sola Gratia) – Nov. 20-22
A weekend stay in beautiful South Haven at a Blue Water Resort home, 
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  where we will have fellowship, fun, fine wine, and our focus will be on the effects of ‘Grace Alone’.

We will visit 12 Corners Tasting Room, the 29th Annual Mistletoe Market, and Pastor Ellen will lead our discussion about grace, one of the hallmarks of Lutheran theology. When Martin Luther began to fully understand the concept of grace, it changed his life. Perhaps this 



  weekend will change your life!

Please sign up and pay a $50 deposit by Sunday, October 18th. The total cost will be $150 for transportation, lodging, food, wine tasting and discussion. Openings for 10 women only!!

Fleece Material Needed
For our fall mission project, the Sunday School classes are in need of fleece material (any color). We are making hand-tied blankets for families in need. If you are able to donate, please put the material in the Parish Ed/Melinda’s office. Thanks!!

Christian Ed and Youth announcements cont’d
Youth Group Fundraiser (partnering w/Membership Development)

CHILI CHOW DOWN

Sunday, October 25th, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

On Sunday, October 25th, Faith’s Youth Group will be offering a chili meal (vegetarian choices as well), cornbread, cider, dessert and fun games and activities for the children. We will also have pumpkin carving assistance if you bring your pumpkins along. It will be a great time!!! 

Cost for the meal is $5.00 each or $15.00 per family. Please make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church; money collected the 

evening of the event.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT
BELL RINGERS NEEDED FOR THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON
Salvation Army is looking for volunteer bell ringers for the upcoming Christmas season. Please contact Kettle Coordinator Jeff Prisner for more information.

Email xizor_rom@yahoo.com or phone 517-484-4424, x-17.
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
_______________

