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4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

First Sunday in Lent

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

PaS O ittt ettt ettt e e e et seraeeereseraee see Ellen Schoepf
MUSIC Dir€CtOr:..cuii et e e Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/PianiSti.....cciciiceieeieriieececee et e, Bruce Williams
ChUurch SECretary ... e e Katie Love
High School Leaders: ..................... Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson
Pastor’'s emaili.....cccceeeeeevveeeeecreeeeene, prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Church emaili....cocooeecieeeeeee e, faith@faithlutheranokemos.org
WEDSITE ... v www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook Page...........ccceceeeveuunnennn.facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers.
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There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

Faith Lutheran live streams our services. No names of participants are broadcast.

Ushers: Milne/Schoepf
Greeters: Ken & Karen Whitmyer
Altar Care: Pam Williams & Beth Belonga
Acolyte: open
Reader: Linda Hirt
Lay Assistant: Mike Eschelbach

Nursery: Jennifer Coe

Coffee Hour Hosts: Gordon & Judy Tuthill
Sunday School Teacher: Sheila Urban-Smith

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets.

Introduction to the day

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of
our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to
be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of
our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the
bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead.




Welcome and Announcements
Prayer Requests

Prelude
“Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley” arr. Dale Wood

GATHERING

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who is present, who gives life,

who calls into existence the things that do not exist.
Amen.

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?

Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have turned away from you,
knowingly and unknowingly.

We have wandered from your resurrection life.
We have strayed from your love for all people.
Turn us back to you, O God.

Give us new hearts and right spirits,

that we may find what is pleasing to you

and dwell in your house forever. Amen.

Receive good news: God turns to you in love.
“I' will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.

All your sin is forgiven in the name of *F Jesus Christ,
who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. Amen.



GATHERING SONG
Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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pray to the Lord.
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Text: Lutheran Book ofWorship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within
and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us
with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall,
raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Reader: Linda Hirt

Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator, creation, and one another.
The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only
that they were naked.

A reading from Genesis.

>The LorD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it
and keep it. *°And the LorRD God commanded the man, “You may freely
eat of every tree of the garden; *’but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall
die.”

*Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall
not eat from any tree in the garden’?” “The woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; *but God said, ‘You
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden,
nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.”” “But the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not die; °for God knows that when you eat of it your



eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
°So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he ate. 'Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together and made loincloths for themselves.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 32 (Read Responsively)

'Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
’Happy are they to whom the LorD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3While | held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
“For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
>Then | acknowledged my sin to you and did not conceal my guilt.
| said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you
forgave me the guilt of my sin.
®Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of
trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
’You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
841 will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
| will guide you with my eye.



Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near
you.”
10Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;

shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 15:12-19

Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from which we cannot free
ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on us the free gift of liberation and life.

A reading from Romans.

2Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came
through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned—**sin was
indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is
no law. ‘“Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over
those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type
of the one who was to come.

1>But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through
the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the
free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the
many. °And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For
the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free
gift following many trespasses brings justification. *’If, because of the one
man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more
surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus
Christ.



“Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so
one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. **For
just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so
by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

Sung first by Chancel Choir, then by assembly.

Lenten Acclamation
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Glo-ry to you, O Word of God, Lord Je - sus Chnst.

The proper verse may be sung by a leader. Then the acclamation is repeated.

Music: Richard Proulx, b, 1937
Music © 1975 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11

Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, he endures the
testing of the evil one.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil. “He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was
famished. °The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” “But he answered,
“It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone,



but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””

"Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the
pinnacle of the temple, °saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down; for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’

and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””

’Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to
the test.””

®Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; “and he said to him, “All
these | will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” ‘°Jesus said to
him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,

and serve only him.””
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON



The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY
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CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as
we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you, " or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

OFFERING
“My Jesus Walked” (Doucet, arr. McDonald)

Chancel Choir



OFFERING RESPONSE

Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words
of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from
your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Great Thanksgiving
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Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937

Adapt. © 1985, 1999 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers
and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water
from the rock. We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who
joined us in our desert, pouring out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your
salvation for all this thirsty world. Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that
we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen



THE LORDS PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG

Lamb of God
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Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948

Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.



CONGREGATIONAL SONG

‘Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Lamb of God ELW #336

The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain

us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our
alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

Now is the acceptable time.

Now is the day of salvation.

Holy God,

speaking, spoken, and inspiring,
-+ bless you, unbind you,

and send you in love and in peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
| Want Jesus to Walk with Me ELW #325

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE

“Cornet Voluntary”

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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WORSHIP

Henry Heron

February 23, 2020 Attendance: 86

Serving Faith March 8
Ushers: Jeff & Melinda Schultz
Greeters: Jack & Natalie Dingledine
Altar Care: Pam Williams & Beth Belonga
Acolyte: open
Reader: Elaine Harrison
Lay Assistant: Korine Wawrzynski
Nursery: Heidi Bowers

Coffee Hour Hosts: open

Sunday School Teacher: Brenda Kopf

Altar Flower Dedications
Sunday, March 1%,

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Karl & Brigitta Brunning.
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Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul
said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where
everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod =~ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



