December 22, 2019

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

4t Sunday in Advent

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

= 1) o] USRS Ellen Schoepf
MUSIC Dir€CtOr:..cuiieeeeceeeecteeeee et e e Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/PianiSt:.......cccueieieieicieierereeere v er s aere e, Bruce Williams
ChUurch SECretary ... e Katie Love
High School Leaders: ..................... Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson
Pastor’'s emaili.....cccceeeeeevveeceeeieeceeen, prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Church emaili....cooooeeeieeeeee e, faith@faithlutheranokemos.org
WEDSITE ... e www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook Page.............ccceuveuuenne........facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers.
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There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.

Ushers: Jon & Elaine Harrison
Greeters: Doug & Linda Hirt
Altar Care: Karen Whitmyer, Heidi Bowers & Brielle Bowers
Acolyte: Sami Ransom
Reader: Atu Ngasala
Lay Assistant: Doug Hirt
Nursery: Bill & Pam Williams
Coffee Hour Hosts: Lee & Linda Gerard

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets.

Introduction to the day

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account
of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O
come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the seven days
preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from

the power of sin and death.



Welcome and Announcements
Prayer Requests

Prelude
“The Angel Gabriel” arr. Charles Callahan

GATHERING

The Assembly Stands
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

the parent who rouses us from slumber,

the shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain,
the deliverer who sets us free.

Amen.

Let us come before the living God in confession.

As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation,
we open our hearts to you, O God.

Search us and know us.

Reveal all that we keep inside.

To you, O God, we confess our sins,

known and unknown.

Forgive us, renew us,

and lead us in your ways of justice and peace.

Make us reflections of the radiant love

of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Beloved children of the Most High,
you are gathered before the righteous judge
who has mercy on all.



Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism,

where sin is washed away in the river of life.

Dwell peacefully in the loving arms

of the one who nurtures all creation.

Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven
in the name of the one who is coming and is already here,
- Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW #244

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Peace &
Goodwill
toAll



Fourth Sunday of Advent

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
In your Son, Emmanuel,

You have shown us your light

And saved us from the power of sin.

Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath.

Increase our longing for your presence,
that at the celebration of your Son’s birth
his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst,
for he is our light and our salvation.
Blessed be God forever.

Amen.
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Music: Dinah Reindorf, b. ¢. 1927
Music © 1987 Dinah Reindorf, admin. Augsburg Fortress.




PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and

might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may
receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 7:10-16
Reader: Atu Ngasala

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response,
Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human
attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety:
Immanuel, God is with us!

A reading from Isaiah.

'“The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, *Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. **But Ahaz said, | will not ask, and |
will not put the LORD to the test. **Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house
of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God
also? “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.
>He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the
evil and choose the good. ‘°For before the child knows how to refuse the
evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in
dread will be deserted.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 1:1-7

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an apostle
divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s
mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience.

A reading from Romans.

'Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God, “which he promised beforehand through his prophets in
the holy scriptures, *the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended
from David according to the flesh “and was declared to be Son of God
with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, “through whom we have received grace and
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles
for the sake of his name, °including yourselves who are called to belong
to Jesus Christ,

'To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

concerning kis Son,
wie was descended from
David according to the flesk...

ROMANS 1:3, NRSY



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

Emmanuel
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Text and music: Bob McGee
Text and music © §976 C. A. Music
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GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25

Matthew'’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the
family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.”

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. *°Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. “°But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2*She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” 2?All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:

23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.”?*When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, °but
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he
named him Jesus.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON



The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

HYMN OF THE DAY
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came ELW #265

CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation,
that in each day and hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’

name.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

OFFERING
“People, Look East” (Mitchell)

Chancel Choir

Rich Weingartner, finger cymbals



OFFERING RESPONSE

Give Thanks
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rich,” be-cause of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!

Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Inlernational © sccured.




OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we
care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we
praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on
chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice
and mercy. At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your
love and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.



Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his
coming again in righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and on
this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase our hope,

and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

THE LORDS PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
“What Child is This?” arr. Sharon Aaronson
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
All Earth Is Hopeful ELW #266

The assembly stands.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day

when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

May God, who gathers us in love,

lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice.

May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves,
lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom.

May God, who fills us with good things,

lead you in pathways of equity and abundance.

The blessing of the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
be upon you and remain with you forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
He Came Down ELW #253

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Hark the Glad Sound” arr. Robert Powell

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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December 15, 2019 Attendance: 127

Serving Faith December 29
Ushers: Jon & Elaine Harrison
Greeters: Jeff & Melinda Schultz
Altar Care: Karen Whitmyer, Heidi Bowers & Brielle Bowers
Acolyte: Austin Jones
Reader: Brian Ransom
Lay Assistant: Deb Borton-McDonough
Worship Leader: Bob Nelson
Nursery: Rachel Ngasala
Coffee Hour Hosts: Karl & Brigitta Bruning

Altar Flower Dedications
Sunday, December 22"
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Gordon & Judy Tuthill in celebration
of their 50" wedding anniversary and their daughter and son-in-law’s 5" wedding
anniversary.

A BIG “Thank You” from the Caring Committee for all of those who
helped with the “Stuff the Stocking” food drive this year! Next time you
are at Great Harvest Bread please thank them for donating 20 loaves of

bread to our food drive.
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Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul
said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where
everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod =~ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



Service Times

4:00 p.m. Nursery Available

10:00 p.m.



