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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

T o ] USRS SUUPURRRPS Ellen Schoepf
MUSIC Dir€CtOr:..cuii ettt Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/PianiSti......ciccviveiiriieeee ettt et eereaes Bruce Williams
ChUurch SECretary ... e e Katie Love
High School Leaders: ..................... Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson
Pastor’'s emaili.....cccceeeeeeveeeeccrveeereenen, prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Church emaili....coooeeeereeeeeeee e, faith@faithlutheranokemos.org
WEDSITE .. e www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook Page............cccecueeueuunnnnn.facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers.
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There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.

Ushers: Doug & Linda Hirt
Greeters: Jeff & Melinda Schultz
Altar Care: Rich Weingartner & Beth Belonga

Acolyte: Austin Jones
Reader: Brenda Kopf

Lay Assistant: Walter Kopf

Nursery: Connie Nelson
Coffee Hour Hosts: Webb-Haven Family

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets.

Introduction to the day

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is the encouragement of the Christ of the gospel today.
Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed. Wrestle with the word.
Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our
every encounter with the divine will be blessed.




Welcome and Announcements
Prayer Requests

Prelude
“It Is Well With My Soul” (Burroughs)
Faith Bells; Gwynne Kadrofske, flute
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The Assembly Stands

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
the strength of our ancestors,

the host of this meal,

the builder of the city that is to come.
Amen.

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ.

Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our helper,

we confess the many ways

we have failed to live as your disciples.

We have not finished what we began.

We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers.
We have been captivated by our possessions.
Lift our burdens, gracious God.

Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin.

Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent.
Put your trust in these promises:

God will never leave you or forsake you.

You who were lost have been found.

For the sake of 1 Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Rejoice with the angels at this good news.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG
O God, Our Help in Ages Past ELW #632

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
Assisting minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to
hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to
seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 32:22-31
Reader: Brenda Kopf

Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s birthright and his father’s
blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary who ultimately blesses him and changes his
name to “Israel,” a name that means “he wrestles with God.”

A reading from Genesis.

*’The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids,
and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. °He took
them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he
had. “*Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.
>When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him
on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with
him. “°Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said,
“I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” ?/So he said to him, “What is
your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” **Then the man said, “You shall no
longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with
humans, and have prevailed.” *°Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me
your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he
blessed him. *°So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen
God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” *'The sun rose upon him
as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



NEW TESTAMENT READING: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

Paul continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in ministry, by emphasizing the importance of
faithful teaching despite opposition.

A reading from 2 Timothy.

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it, “>and how from childhood you have
known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. ‘°All scripture is inspired by God and is
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, *’so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient,
equipped for every good work.

“IIn the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living
and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | solemnly
urge you: “proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is
favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the
utmost patience in teaching. *For the time is coming when people will not
put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate
for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, “and will turn away
from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. °As for you, always
be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your
ministry fully.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8

Jesus tells a parable of a hateful judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling God’s people to
cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent
widow, how much more will God respond to those who call.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

‘Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not
to lose heart. “He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither
feared God nor had respect for people. °In that city there was a widow
who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my
opponent.” “For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though |
have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, °yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me
out by continually coming.”” °And the Lord said, “Listen to what the
unjust judge says. ’And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who
cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? ?| tell you,
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

HYMN OF THE DAY
Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death ELW #452

HOLY BAPTISM Grayson Hunter Most
Presentation

In baptism, our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by
joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are
born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are
reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of
Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in
faith, love and obedience to the will of God.

Who do you present for baptism?

Sponsors: | present Grayson Hunter Most for baptism.

To parents:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to have Grayson baptized into Christ? | do.

As you bring him to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:

to live with him among God’s faithful people,
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed



and the Ten Commandments,

place in his hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture him in faith and prayer,

so that he may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Grayson grow in the Christian faith and life?
| do.

To sponsors:

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Grayson in the Christian faith as you
are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of
baptism and in communion with the church?

| do.

To the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support Grayson and pray for him in his
new life in Christ?

We do.

Profession of Faith
To parents and sponsors:
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin and confess the

faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all forces that defy God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?



| renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
| renounce them.

To parents, sponsors and the assembly:

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and
he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Thanksgiving at the Font

The Lord be with you.



And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered
Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us
up to live in you. Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word,
that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new
life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen

Baptism

Grayson Hunter Most,

| baptize you in the name

of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise
them to eternal life.

Sustain Grayson with the gift of your Holy Spirit; the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge



and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and
forever.
Amen

Grayson Hunter Most, child of God,

you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit

and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen

Welcome
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share;
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative
and redeeming word to all the world.

Those gathered at the font may return to their seats.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy Spirit
living in us, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all in
need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your loving
hands. We offer these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

OFFERING
“I Lift Up Mine Eyes” (Pote)
Chancel Choir
Linda Hirt and Gwynne Kadrofske, flute



OFFERING RESPONSE

Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God our provider,

we bring nothing into this world

and we can take nothing out of it.

Accept the gifts you have first given us,
which we bring to your table,

and with them the offering of our lives.
Nourish us now with the life that really is life,
revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world
in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. You dined with
Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with
manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to
become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the
grave, we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.



By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to
serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the
body of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

THE LORDS PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Great Is Thy Faithfulness ELW #733
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
You Are Mine ELW #581

The assembly stands.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of blessing,

at this table we have seen you face to face,
and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood,

our hearts have been refreshed.

Send us now to shine with your goodness

and bear witness to the one we have received:
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God Blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
Guard the good treasure entrusted to you,
with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

Almighty God *F bless you with grace, mercy, and peace,
now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Voluntary in D”

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

ELW #580

John Alcock
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October 13, 2019 Attendance: 110

Serving Faith October 27"

Ushers: Bill & Pam Williams
Greeters: Jack & Natalie Dingledine
Altar Care: Rich Weingartner & Beth Belonga
Acolyte: Paige Lewis
Reader: John McCracken
Lay Assistant: Bob Shorman
Nursery: Jennifer Coe
Coffee Hour Hosts: Hereza Family

Altar Flower Dedications
Sunday, October 20t:
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Walter, Brenda, Katy, Cody, Becca,
Amy, Austin and Ciara in celebration of Grayson’s baptism.
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Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul
said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where
everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod = www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



