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September 8, 2019
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

T o ] USRS SUUPURRRPS Ellen Schoepf
MUSIC Dir€CtOr:..cuii ettt Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/PianiSti.....ccoiciieeiiriireiecee ettt e eereaes Bruce Williams
ChUurch SECretary ... e e Katie Love
Sunday School/Middle School Director:......................... Maddie Wosinski
High School Leaders: ..................... Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson
Pastor’'s emaili.....ccccoeveeicnercciee e, prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Church emaili.....ccoueeveiiiiieiiiccieeeee faith@faithlutheranokemos.org
WEDSITE .. e www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook Page.............ccceuveuuenne........facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers.
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There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.

Ushers: Doug & Linda Hirt
Greeter: Mike Eschelbach
Altar Care: Melinda Schultz & Gwynne Kadrofske
Acolyte: open
Reader: Jack Dingledine
Lay Assistant: Paul Hereza
Nursery: Marquardts
Coffee Hour Hosts: Bob & Connie Nelson

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets.

Introduction to the day

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship today, we might be helped by translating Paul’s
request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by
the company and forgiveness of the Christ in the blessed sacrament and recalling God’s grace
in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life” —to choose
life in God as our own.




Welcome and Announcements
Prayer Requests

Prelude
“Gather Us In” arr. Mark Himmelman
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The Assembly Stands

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
the strength of our ancestors,

the host of this meal,

the builder of the city that is to come.
Amen.

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ.

Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our helper,

we confess the many ways

we have failed to live as your disciples.

We have not finished what we began.

We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers.
We have been captivated by our possessions.
Lift our burdens, gracious God.

Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin.

Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent.
Put your trust in these promises:

God will never leave you or forsake you.

You who were lost have been found.

For the sake of I Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Rejoice with the angels at this good news.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG
Gather Us In ELW #532

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
Assisting minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in
all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your
holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Reader: Jack Dingledine

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the
Lord; or choose death by following other gods.

A reading from Deuteronomy.

1>See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and
adversity. °If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that |
am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his
ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then
you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless
you in the land that you are entering to possess. *’But if your heart turns
away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods
and serve them, *®l declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall
not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and
possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that | have
set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that
you and your descendants may live, “°loving the LORD your God, obeying
him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of
days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your
ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



NEW TESTAMENT READING: Philemon 1-21 Reader: Jack Dingledine

While Paul was in prison, he was aided by a runaway slave named Onesimus. The slave’s master, Philemon,
was a Christian friend of Paul. Paul told Onesimus to return to his master and encouraged Philemon to receive
Onesimus back as a Christian brother.

A reading from Philemon.

'Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, “to Apphia our sister, to
Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:

*Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

*When | remember you in my prayers, | always thank my God °because
| hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus.
°| pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you
perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. /I have indeed received
much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the
saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.

®For this reason, though | am bold enough in Christ to command you to
do your duty, “yet | would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and
|, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus.
91 am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father | have
become during my imprisonment. *'Formerly he was useless to you, but
now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. *’I am sending him, that
is, my own heart, back to you. *°l wanted to keep him with me, so that he
might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the
gospel; ““but | preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order
that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced.
1>Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so
that you might have him back forever, ‘°no longer as a slave but more
than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to
you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.



7So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would
welcome me. *°If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything,
charge that to my account. *°I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: |
will repay it. | say nothing about your owing me even your own self. “°Yes,
brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart
in Christ. “*Confident of your obedience, | am writing to you, knowing
that you will do even more than | say.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33

Jesus speaks frankly about the fearsome costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the
outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

>Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to
them, “°“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be
my disciple. ?”Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be
my disciple. “*For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first



sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to
complete it? ’Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able
to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, *°saying, ‘This fellow
began to build and was not able to finish.” **Or what king, going out to
wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? *’If he cannot, then, while the other is
still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. **So
therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all
your possessions.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY
Take My Life, That | May Be ELW #583

The assembly is seated

PRESENTATION OF A NEW MEMBER

The presiding minister begins. Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of
baptism and for Brandon Pratt, united with us in the body of Christ,
whom we welcome into the life and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church.



APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS

In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in
the mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to
hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all
the earth.

The presiding minister addresses the new member.
Do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s
people in this place?

Those being welcomed respond.
| do, and | ask God to help and guide me.



The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for this new member
in Christian living?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

WELCOME

Those being welcomed face the assembly. The pastor addresses the
assembly.

Let us welcome our new member to this community of faith.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks
and praise to God and proclaim the good news to the entire world.

The congregation gives acclamation and thanks.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray
for the church, the world, and all of God’s creation.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your
throne of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with

you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
“Holy Thy Name”

Chancel Choir

OFFERING RESPONSE

(arr. Fettke and Grassi)

Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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Music: Liturgy of Jov, James M. Capers, b, 1948
Music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.




OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God our provider,

we bring nothing into this world

and we can take nothing out of it.

Accept the gifts you have first given us,
which we bring to your table,

and with them the offering of our lives.
Nourish us now with the life that really is life,
revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world
in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. You dined with
Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with
manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to
become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.



Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the
grave, we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to
serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the
body of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

THE LORDS PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG

24 o ——— i r—— i
(4 P " T T c ‘I J ¥
J
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
P X | | — —] r—
@ < r . IP_J o . — A
us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
04 . e | i
© 10 1. . Tt e
J ——— 1 1
mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
0 4
Yy % ESniN | ! N | N |
& T= ! 3 SE==
Y o e o
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons ELW #798
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW #815

The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of blessing,

at this table we have seen you face to face,
and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood,

our hearts have been refreshed.

Send us now to shine with your goodness

and bear witness to the one we have received:
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God Blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Guard the good treasure entrusted to you,

with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

Almighty God T bless you with grace, mercy, and peace,
now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG
Lift High the Cross

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Tarantella”

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

ELW #660

Denis Bédard
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September 1, 2019 Attendance: 54

Serving Faith September 15t
Ushers: Gerard/Milne
Greeter: Mark & Molly DeHate
Altar Care: Melinda Schultz & Gwynne Kadrofske
Acolyte: open
Reader: Gus Lusis
Lay Assistant: Korine Wawrzynski
Nursery: Williams
Coffee Hour Hosts: Holste/Robinson

Altar Flower Dedications
Sunday, September 8™: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by...
Vase 1: Walter, Brenda, Becca, Austin, Ciara and Grayson in celebration of Katy’s
27% birthday.
Vase 2: Ann Mayer in celebration of Margaret Ann Mayer’s 15 birthday.
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God'’s work. Our hands. '

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul
said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where
everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod = www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



