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August 18, 2019
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

T o ] USRS SUUPURRRPS Ellen Schoepf
MUSIC Dir€CtOr:..cuii ettt Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/PianiSti.....ccoiciieeiiriireiecee ettt e eereaes Bruce Williams
ChUurch SECretary ... e e Katie Love
Sunday School/Middle School Director:......................... Maddie Wosinski
High School Leaders: ..................... Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson
Pastor’'s emaili.....ccccoeveeicnercciee e, prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Church emaili.....ccoueeveiiiiieiiiccieeeee faith@faithlutheranokemos.org
WEDSITE .. e www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook Page.............ccceuveuuenne........facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers.
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There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.

Ushers: Schoepf
Greeter: Marla Holle
Altar Care: Pam Williams
Acolyte: Open
Reader: Harold Sollenberger
Lay Assistant: Deb Borton-McDonough
Nursery: O’Briens
Coffee Hour Hosts: Marla Holle

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets.

Introduction to the day
The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our

undivided attention and devotion. Today, in the assembly, we are surrounded by “so great a
cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in the holy communion we are invited yet again to look to

Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”



Welcome and Announcements
Prayer Requests

Prelude
"Find Us Faithful" (Mohr, arr. Christopher)
John Graham, saxophone
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The Assembly Stands

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of

baptism and confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and
against the earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted
by many things, and we fail to love you above all else.

We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from our neighbors
in need.

Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with

Christ, forgiving us I all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For
freedom Christ has set us free: Rejoice in this good news! Amen.



GATHERING SONG
Great God, Your Love Has Called Us

GREETING

ELW #358

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call

us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with
all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and
prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29

Reader: Harold Sollenberger

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God'’s judgment, he suffers rejection.
Today'’s reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word,
and the false prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the other like
worthless straw.

A reading from Jeremiah.

22Am | a God near by, says the LorD, and not a God far off? “Who can
hide in secret places so that | cannot see them? says the LORD. Do | not fill
heaven and earth? says the LORD. °| have heard what the prophets have
said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “l have dreamed, | have
dreamed!” “°How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—
those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own
heart? “’They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams
that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for
Baal. “Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one
who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common
with wheat? says the LORD. *’Is not my word like fire, says the LorD, and
like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



NEW TESTAMENT READING: Hebrews 11:29-12:2

Reader: Harold Sollenberger

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, we
find examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to
this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance.

A reading from Hebrews.

9By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land,
but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. *°By
faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days.
1By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

*?And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—**who
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained
promises, shut the mouths of lions, **quenched raging fire, escaped the
edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war,
put foreign armies to flight. *>Women received their dead by
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to
obtain a better resurrection. *°Others suffered mocking and flogging, and
even chains and imprisonment. *’They were stoned to death, they were
sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of
sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—>*of whom the
world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in
caves and holes in the ground.

*‘Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not
receive what was promised, “°since God had provided something better
so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

121Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so
closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,



’looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake
of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to
God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even
from those they love.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “°“l came to bring fire to the earth, and how | wish it were
already kindled! °°I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what
stress | am under until it is completed! °'Do you think that | have come to
bring peace to the earth? No, | tell you, but rather division! >*’From now
on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two




against three; >’they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
>“He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west,
you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. *>And when
you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’;
and it happens. “°You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret
the present time?”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON



The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY

By Grace We Have Been Saved
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Text: Rusty Edwards, stanzas; Frederick Whitfield, refrain
Music: OH, HOW I LOVE JESUS, North American traditional

Text © 1997 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.

Printed under ccli license 720217




HOLY BAPTISM Aria Violet Osman
Parents: Joshua and Erica Osman

Sponsors: Sandra Clay and Luke Zielinski, Ella Barricklow

Presentation

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by
joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are
born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are
reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of
Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in
faith, love and obedience to the will of God.

(sponsors say this)
We present Aria Violet Osman for baptism.

To parents:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to have Aria baptized into Christ?

| do.

As you bring her to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:

to live with her among God’s faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed

and the Ten Commandments,

place in her hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture her in faith and prayer,

so that he may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.



Do you promise to help Aria grow in the Christian faith and life?
| do.

To sponsors:

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Aria in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of
baptism and in communion with the church?

| do.

To the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support Aria and pray for her in her
new life in Christ?

We do.

Profession of Faith

To parents and sponsors:
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin and confess the
faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all forces that defy God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

To parents, sponsors and the assembly:
Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.



Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and
he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Thanksgiving at the Font

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered
Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and



anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us
up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who
are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be
given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen

Baptism

Aria Violet Osman

| baptize you in the name

of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise
them to eternal life.

Sustain Aria with the gift of your Holy Spirit; the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and
forever.

Amen

Aria, child of God,

you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit

and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen



Welcome let your light so shine before others that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share;
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative
and redeeming word to all the world.

Those gathered at the font may return to their seats.

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS
The presiding minister begins.

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Gordon &
Judy Tuthill united with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome into
the life and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church.

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS

In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in
the mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to
hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all
the earth.

The presiding minister addresses the new members.

Do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s
people in this place?

Those being welcomed respond.

| do, and | ask God to help and guide me.



The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new
members in Christian living?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

WELCOME

Those being welcomed face the assembly. The pastor addresses the
assembly.

Let us welcome our new members to this community of faith.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks
and praise to God and proclaim the good news to the entire world.

The congregation gives acclamation and thanks.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of your creation.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus
Christ, by the power of your Holy Spirit.

Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
“Great Is the Lord” Michael W. Smith
John Graham, saxophone

OFFERING RESPONSE

Let The Vineyards
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the
talents we are given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us
to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives
may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every
nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORDS PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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grant us your peace.

“People Need the Lord”

John Graham, saxophone

CONGREGATIONAL SONG
We Come to the Hungry Feast

The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

(McHugh and Nelson)

ELW #479



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your
presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table.
Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart,
serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have
made; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God Blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in

thanksgiving; and the blessing of the holy Trinity, + one God, be upon
you and remain with you forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
How Firm a Foundation ELW #796

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Mass for the Convents, Offertory’

)

Francois Couperin

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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August 11, 2019 Attendance: 74

Serving Faith August 25 Outdoor Worship
Ushers: Schoepf
Greeters: Ken & Karen Whitmyer
Altar Care: Pam Williams
Acolyte: Open
Reader: Ken Schoepf
Lay Assistant: Maddie Wosinski
Nursery: Rachel Ngasala
Coffee Hour Hosts: Heilman

Altar Flower Dedications
Sunday, August 18%: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by...
Vase 1: Bob & Connie Nelson in celebration of their 50t anniversary on August 23",
Vase 2: Gail & Lowell Barricklow in celebration of their 415t anniversary.
Vase 3: Bob Scholle in celebration of Diane’s five years with Jesus.
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God'’s work. Our hands. '

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul
said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where
everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod = www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



2 Donation Collections Going on NOW!!

1. We are collecting school supplies between now and the
community picnic to give out to local families!! Please leave your
school supplies in the Narthex.

Save the Date
August 24" 4-7 p.m.
Faith Community Picnic featuring...
Music by Summer of Sol
&
FREE food from The Watershed Bar & Grill

Spread the world and invite your friends and neighbors!
Volunteers are needed!
Please sign up in the Narthex or contact Brenda Kopf

2. Caring Committee Donations

In one month, children in our community will go back to school. They will need to start their day with a
healthy breakfast. You can help make sure that happens by joining the Caring Committee in the
annual Back-to-School Breakfast Bag Food Drive. Individuals, families and committees are
encouraged to shop for any or all of the following items:

« Oatmeal
Cold cereal
Pancake mix
Syrup
Canned fruit muffin mix
Juice
Jelly
Peanut butter
Breakfast bars

e Instant breakfast drinks
Place your food donations in the grocery cart between now and September. With cash donations we
will purchase milk, bread and eggs. There will also be a sign-up sheet for delivery on the Committee
Information Board. Thank you, Faith Family, for your care, concern and desire to help others in our
community in HIS name.



There are many exciting opportunities to get involved at Faith.

Please grab a bi-weekly announcement folder on the counter in the Narthex.
More details about these exciting events are detailed in the announcement folder.
- Community Picnic
- Back to School Breakfast Bags
- LWR Personal Care Kits/School Kits
- Start dates of High School & Middle School Youth Groups
- Rally Day/Sunday School
- Confirmation Meeting Times
-Wednesday Night Live, Choirs & “Oh Jonah”

- Flu Shot Clinic
- Holy Envy Book Study
-Gods Work. Our Hands.
- Educational events with the Islamic Center
-Paris to Pittsburgh movie screening
- Beer & Hymns
- 60 +/- meetings
- Community Forums

- Lansing Ignite Game



