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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

T o ] USRS SUUPURRRPS Ellen Schoepf
MUSIC Dir€CtOr:..cuii ettt Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/PianiSti.....ccoiciieeiiriireiecee ettt e eereaes Bruce Williams
ChUurch SECretary ... e e Katie Love
Sunday School/Middle School Director.:......................... Maddie Wosinski
High School Leaders: ..................... Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson
Pastor’'s emaili.....ccccoeveeicnercciee e, prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Church emaili.....ccoueeveiiiiieiiiccieeeee faith@faithlutheranokemos.org
WEDSITE .. e www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook Page.............ccceuveuuenne........facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers.
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There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.

Ushers: McCracken
Greeter: Mark & Molly DeHate
Altar Care: Pam Williams
Acolyte: Open
Reader: Warren Heilman
Lay Assistant: Rich Weingartner
Nursery: Lori Webb
Coffee Hour Hosts:

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets.

Introduction to the day
Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise

from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are
a part today in assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear.



Welcome and Announcements
Prayer Requests

Prelude
“Amazing Grace” arr. George Shearing
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The Assembly Stands

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of

baptism and confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and
against the earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted
by many things, and we fail to love you above all else.

We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from our neighbors
in need.

Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with

Christ, forgiving us I all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For
freedom Christ has set us free: Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.



GATHERING SONG
God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind

GREETING

ELW #400

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your

church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be
ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 15:1-6

Reader: Warren Heilman

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his
descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this
faith he is considered righteous.

A reading from Genesis.

'After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do
not be afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”
’But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for | continue
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” *And Abram
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is
to be my heir.” “But the word of the LorRD came to him, “This man shall
not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” °He
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars,
if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.” °And he believed the LorD; and the LORD reckoned it to
him as righteousness.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



NEW TESTAMENT READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Reader: Warren Heilman

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. Their
hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the
promise of God.

A reading from Hebrews.

'‘Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen. “Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. °By faith we
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that
what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

®By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place
that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing
where he was going. °By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had
been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob,
who were heirs with him of the same promise. ‘°For he looked forward to
the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. ''By
faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and
Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had
promised. “Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

BAll of these died in faith without having received the promises, but
from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they
were strangers and foreigners on the earth, *for people who speak in
this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. *’If they had
been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had
opportunity to return. '°But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God;
indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead of facing
life with fear, those who know God'’s generosity are always ready to receive from God and to
give to others.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] *’“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. **Sell your possessions, and give alms.
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. **For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

*>“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; *°be like those who
are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that
they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.
*/Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes;
truly | tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and



he will come and serve them. *®If he comes during the middle of the
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour
the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.
“%You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY
Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW #764

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of your creation.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus
Christ, by the power of your Holy Spirit.

Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
“1 Will Call Upon the Lord” (O’Shields, arr. Rhodes)
Tenor/Bass Choir

OFFERING RESPONSE

Let The Vineyards
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the
talents we are given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us
to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives
may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every
nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORDS PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.



COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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INSRUMENTAL MUSIC
o" .
Blessed Assurance” arr. Brian Chung
CONGREGATIONAL SONG

Precious Lord, Take My Hand

The assembly stands.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

ELW #773



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your
presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table.
Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart,
serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have
made; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God Blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in

thanksgiving; and the blessing of the holy Trinity, + one God, be upon
you and remain with you forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW #729

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Wareham” arr. J.Bert Carlson

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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August 4, 2019 Attendance: 77

Serving Faith August 18t
Ushers: Schoepf
Greeter: Marla Holle
Altar Care: Pam Williams
Acolyte: Open
Reader: Harold Sollenberger
Lay Assistant: Deb Borton-McDonough
Nursery: O’Brien’s
Coffee Hour Hosts: open

Altar Flower Dedications
Sunday, July 28%: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by...
Vase 1: Ledith Ambs in memory of loved ones.
Vase 2: Jack & Natalie Dingledine in celebration of 30 wonderful years of marriage.
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Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul
said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where
everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod = www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



2 Donation Collections Going on NOW!!

1. We are collecting school supplies between now and the
community picnic to give out to local families!! Please leave your
school supplies in the Narthex.

Save the Date
August 24" 4-7 p.m.
Faith Community Picnic featuring...

Music by Summer of Sol
&

FREE food from The Watershed Bar & Grill

Spread the world and invite your friends and neighbors!

2. Caring Committee Donations

In one month, children in our community will go back to school. They will need to start their day with a
healthy breakfast. You can help make sure that happens by joining the Caring Committee in the
annual Back-to-School Breakfast Bag Food Drive. Individuals, families and committees are
encouraged to shop for any or all of the following items:

o Oatmeal
Cold cereal
Pancake mix
Syrup
Canned fruit muffin mix
Juice
Jelly
Peanut butter
Breakfast bars

« Instant breakfast drinks
Place your food donations in the grocery cart between now and September. With cash donations we
will purchase milk, bread and eggs. There will also be a sign-up sheet for delivery on the Committee
Information Board. Thank you, Faith Family, for your care, concern and desire to help others in our
community in HIS name.



