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August 4, 2019
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

T o ] USRS SUUPURRRPS Ellen Schoepf
MUSIC Dir€CtOr:..cuii ettt Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/PianiSti.....ccoiciieeiiriireiecee ettt e eereaes Bruce Williams
ChUurch SECretary ... e e Katie Love
Sunday School/Middle School Director.:......................... Maddie Wosinski
High School Leaders: ..................... Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson
Pastor’'s emaili.....ccccoeveeicnercciee e, prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Church emaili.....ccoueeveiiiiieiiiccieeeee faith@faithlutheranokemos.org
WEDSITE .. e www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook Page.............ccceuveuuenne........facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers.
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There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.

Ushers: McCracken
Greeter: Lois Neves
Altar Care: Pam Williams
Acolyte: Open
Reader: Lois Neves
Lay Assistant: Harold Sollenberger
Nursery: Heidi Bowers
Coffee Hour Hosts: Bob & Connie Nelson

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets.

Introduction to the day
Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed

by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds
of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and
are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we
seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word.




Welcome and Announcements
Prayer Requests

Prelude
“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” arr. Jeffrey Honore
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The Assembly Stands

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of

baptism and confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and
against the earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted
by many things, and we fail to love you above all else.

We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from our neighbors
in need.

Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with

Christ, forgiving us I all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For
freedom Christ has set us free: Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.



GATHERING SONG
In Christ There Is No East or West

GREETING

ELW #650

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our

lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive
to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Reader: Lois Neves

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of
wealth turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the
next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from
God.

A reading from Ecclesiastes.

’Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

2], the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, **applied my mind to
seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an
unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. *|
saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a
chasing after wind.

218 hated all my toil in which | had toiled under the sun, seeing that |
must leave it to those who come after me *—and who knows whether
they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which |
toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. *°So |



turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my
labors under the sun, *because sometimes one who has toiled with
wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another
who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. ??What do
mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the
sun? “*For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even
at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Colossians 3:1-11
Reader: Lois Neves

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their
old clothes in order to put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take
hold of a life shaped by God’s love in Christ.

A reading from Colossians.

'So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. “Set your minds on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth, *for you have died,
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

°Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). ®°On account
of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient.
'These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that
life. ®But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and abusive language from your mouth. °Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices
%and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed



in knowledge according to the image of its creator. ‘*In that renewal
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21

In God'’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against
identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s
relationship with God.

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me.” **But he said to him, “Friend, who
set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” *>And he said to them,




“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does
not consist in the abundance of possessions.” **Then he told them a
parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. ’And he thought
to himself, ‘What should | do, for | have no place to store my crops?’
*Then he said, ‘I will do this: | will pull down my barns and build larger
ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods. *?’And | will say to
my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.” ?°But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life
is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will
they be?’ *!So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but
are not rich toward God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Pastor John Burow

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY
Take My Life, That | May Be ELW #583



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of your creation.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus
Christ, by the power of your Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
“Lord, Here Am I” Beck/Courtney

Chris Lewis, soloist



OFFERING RESPONSE

Let The Vineyards
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the
talents we are given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us
to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives
may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every
nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORDS PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart: Gift of Finest Wheat ELW #484
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
All Who Love and Serve Your City ELW #724

The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your
presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table.
Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart,
serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have
made; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God Blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in

thanksgiving; and the blessing of the holy Trinity, + one God, be upon
you and remain with you forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life ELW #719

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Voluntary No. 4” Charles Wesley

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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July 28, 2019 Attendance: 84

Serving Faith August 11t
Ushers: McCracken
Greeter: Mark & Molly DeHate
Altar Care: Pam Williams
Acolyte: Open
Reader: Warren Heilman
Lay Assistant: Rich Weingartner
Nursery: Lori Webb
Coffee Hour Hosts: open

Altar Flower Dedications
Sunday, July 28%: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by...
Vase #1: Ann Mayer in celebration of Rob Mayer’s birthday.
Vase #2: Brenda, Becca, Katy, Austin, Ciara and Grayson in celebration of Walter’s
birthday.

A Special Thank you to Pastor John Burow for presiding.

Calling all tenors and basses! Our summer T/B choir will sing

during worship on August 11t. We will rehearse on wTAI'IRO"S‘l’P
. th . . .
Wednesday evening, August 7t" at 7:00. Why not join us for VOIGES!

Dinner Church at 6:00, then head upstairs to
rehearse? GREAT IDEA, right? If you have any questions,
please contact Deb Borton-McDonough.
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8R|7¥ Church in America
God'’s work. Our hands. '

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul
said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where
everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod = www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



2 Donation Collections Going on NOW!!

1. We are collecting school supplies between now and the
community picnic to give out to local families!! Please leave your
school supplies in the Narthex.

Save the Date
August 24" 4-7 p.m.
Faith Community Picnic featuring...

Music by Summer of Sol
&

FREE food from The Watershed Bar & Grill

Spread the world and invite your friends and neighbors!

2. Caring Committee Donations

In one month, children in our community will go back to school. They will need to start their day with a
healthy breakfast. You can help make sure that happens by joining the Caring Committee in the
annual Back-to-School Breakfast Bag Food Drive. Individuals, families and committees are
encouraged to shop for any or all of the following items:

o Oatmeal
Cold cereal
Pancake mix
Syrup
Canned fruit muffin mix
Juice
Jelly
Peanut butter
Breakfast bars

« Instant breakfast drinks
Place your food donations in the grocery cart between now and September. With cash donations we
will purchase milk, bread and eggs. There will also be a sign-up sheet for delivery on the Committee
Information Board. Thank you, Faith Family, for your care, concern and desire to help others in our
community in HIS name.



