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July 28, 2019
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

T o ] USRS SUUPURRRPS Ellen Schoepf
MUSIC Dir€CtOr:..cuii ettt Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/PianiSti......ccciiveieeeericieeicee e e Bruce Williams
ChUurch SECretary ... e e Katie Love
Sunday School/Middle School Director:......................... Maddie Wosinski
High School Leaders: ..................... Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson
Pastor’'s emaili.....cccceveeevveecciiee e, prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Church emaili.....coouiveiiiieiiciieeceee e faith@faithlutheranokemos.org
WEDSITE .. e www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook Page.............ccceuveuuenne........facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers.
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There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.

Ushers: Mike Eschelbach

Greeter: Bob Scholle
Altar Care: Rich Weingartner
Acolyte: Open

Reader: John McCracken

Lay Assistant: Zach Hereza
Nursery: Jennifer Coe

Coffee Hour Hosts: Hereza Family

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets.

Introduction to the day
Persistence in prayer evoked the admiration of Jesus and wins the attention of the Lord when

Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ
Jesus the Lord—is to be rooted in prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens
God’s own. “When | called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.”



Welcome and Announcements
Prayer Requests

Prelude
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” arr. Dale Wood
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The Assembly Stands

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of

baptism and confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and
against the earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted
by many things, and we fail to love you above all else.

We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from our neighbors
in need.

Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with

Christ, forgiving us I all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For
freedom Christ has set us free: Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.



GATHERING SONG
Praise the Lord! O Heavens

GREETING

ELW #823

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than

we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or
deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things
that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come
only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 18: 20-32
Reader: John McCracken

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful
humanity. Appealing to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom, for
the sake of the few righteous people who are in it, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot.

A reading from Genesis.

’’Then the LorD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! *| must go down and see
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has
come to me; and if not, | will know.”

’’So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while
Abraham remained standing before the LORD. “°Then Abraham came near
and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?
““Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep
away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it?
2>Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you!
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” “°And the LORD said,



“If | find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, | will forgive the whole place
for their sake.” ?’Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to
speak to the Lord, | who am but dust and ashes. “®Suppose five of the fifty
righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?”
And he said, “I will not destroy it if | find forty-five there.” °Again he
spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the
sake of forty | will not do it.” *°Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be
angry if | speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not
do it, if | find thirty there.” **He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak
to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the
sake of twenty | will not destroy it.” *’Then he said, “Oh do not let the
Lord be angry if | speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of ten | will not destroy it.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]
Reader: John McCracken

Paul warns his congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies and traditions
that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ
in his death and resurrection, which is enacted in baptism.

A reading from Colossians.

°As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live
your lives in him, ‘rooted and built up in him and established in the faith,
just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits
of the universe, and not according to Christ. °For in him the whole



fullness of deity dwells bodily, °and you have come to fullness in him,
who is the head of every ruler and authority. **In him also you were
circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the
flesh in the circumcision of Christ; ‘“when you were buried with him in
baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of
God, who raised him from the dead. **And when you were dead in
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive
together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, **erasing the
record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside,
nailing it to the cross. ‘°’He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made
a public example of them, triumphing over them in it. [

“*Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and
drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. ’These are only
a shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. ‘Do
not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of
angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of
thinking, *?and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body,
nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a
growth that is from God.]

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13

In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on
God’s coming reign, God’s mercy, and the strengthening of the
community. Jesus encourages his disciples to child-like trust and
persistence in prayer.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of
his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his
disciples.”’He said to them, “When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.

*Give us each day our daily bread.

“And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.




And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

°And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to
him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;
°for a friend of mine has arrived, and | have nothing to set before him.’
’And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already
been locked, and my children are with me in bed; | cannot get up and
give you anything.” ®l tell you, even though he will not get up and give him
anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he
will get up and give him whatever he needs.

7“So | say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. ‘°For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened. *'Is there anyone among you who, if
your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? *?Or if the
child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? **If you then, who are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON



The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Vocal Parts and Guitar Chords

Adapted from a West Indies melody
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of your creation.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus
Christ, by the power of your Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

“Be Thou My Vision” (arr. Lanier)
Gwynne Kadrofske, flute



OFFERING RESPONSE

Let The Vineyards
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the
talents we are given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us
to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives
may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every
nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORDS PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG
What a Friend we Have in Jesus

ELW #742



CONGREGATIONAL SONG

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God

O 4 Descant
= o o — o —jj
v 1 1 i i
Al - le - lu - ia, al -
D Ft G D 5
104 N © N
W a1 — —— . — =
e — Dl__‘[_ J | ’ l (9]
A e ¢
1 Seek ye . first  the king - dom of God and  its
2 Ask and it shall be giv-en un-to you; seek  and
3 We do not live by bread . . .a - lone, but by
oy e
1 ! } f ! 'E : ! —
A\ ! '
ﬁ gu Ty T e I o
b= A = == -
U ¥
le - lu - ia, al - le -
bau P Em A7 D Fim
T I : L I X
o o s =
\_V b o »
[ Dl .
[y, r’ \\___’315 <
righ - teous - ness, and all these things shall be
you  shall find; knock and the door shall be
ev - 'y word that pro - ceeds from the
+b J——\J /--“\ 4 a5
(35 1 o L & —
Z_g £ 2 . ! ]
ol 1l | [ & ] I k i 1
N ! } i
Q gll i T i i Yy
o Fo Fo Fo > i
AT I [ i | , ] i
lu - ia, al - le - fu - ia.
G D G D Em A D
{04 . i
¥ AL I I I |
o i e 7 E—— :‘:J
O Ko 3
A P Fr o
add -ed un-to you Al - le - lu, al-le - lu - ia
0 - penedun-to you. Al -le - lu, al-le - lu - ia
mouth. . of . .. God. Al - le - luy, al-le - u - ia
QW#—J’_A:?J —
o o . e
. P I x
W ANLE s W I I i ~~ ~
[ Tl R v L +
N\ - ~ e

Text: Karen Lafferty 1948; Matt 7:71 st 3, Matt 4:4

Music: Karen Lafferty, b.1948 Maranatha Music, Printed under CCLI license # 720217



The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your
presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table.
Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart,
serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have
made; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God Blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in

thanksgiving; and the blessing of the holy Trinity, + one God, be upon
you and remain with you forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
To Be Your Presence ELW #546

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Toccata in G Major” Johann Froberger

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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July 21, 2019 Attendance: 66

Serving Faith August 4
Ushers: McCracken
Greeter: Lois Neves

Altar Care: Pam Williams

Acolyte: Open
Reader: Lois Neves
Lay Assistant: Harold Sollenberger
Nursery: Heidi Bowers
Coffee Hour Hosts: Bob & Connie Nelson

Altar Flower Dedications
Sunday, July 28%: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Mike Eschelbach in
celebration of his 66t birthday and upcoming retirement.
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Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul
said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where
everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod = www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



2 Donation Collections Going on NOW!!

1. We are collecting school supplies between now and the
community picnic to give out to local families!! Please leave your
school supplies in the Narthex.

Save the Date
August 24" 4-7 p.m.
Faith Community Picnic featuring...

Music by Summer of Sol
&

FREE food from The Watershed Bar & Grill

Spread the world and invite your friends and neighbors!

2. Caring Committee Donations

In one month, children in our community will go back to school. They will need to start their day with a
healthy breakfast. You can help make sure that happens by joining the Caring Committee in the
annual Back-to-School Breakfast Bag Food Drive. Individuals, families and committees are
encouraged to shop for any or all of the following items:

o Oatmeal
Cold cereal
Pancake mix
Syrup
Canned fruit muffin mix
Juice
Jelly
Peanut butter
Breakfast bars

« Instant breakfast drinks
Place your food donations in the grocery cart between now and September. With cash donations we
will purchase milk, bread and eggs. There will also be a sign-up sheet for delivery on the Committee
Information Board. Thank you, Faith Family, for your care, concern and desire to help others in our
community in HIS name.



