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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

T o ] USRS SUUPURRRPS Ellen Schoepf
MUSIC Dir€CtOr:..cuii ettt Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/PianiSti.....ccoiciieeiiriireiecee ettt e eereaes Bruce Williams
ChUurch SECretary ... e e Katie Love
Trinity/Middle School Director:.......cccceeeeveieceeeeeeeeennns Maddie Wosinski
Pastor’'s emaili.....cccceveeccveiccivenceveecnen, prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Church emaili....cooiiceeieeeee e, faith@faithlutheranokemos.org
WEDSITE .. e www.faithlutheranokemos.org

Facebook Page............cccecueeueuunnnnn.facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers.
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There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish to use
it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any part of
the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

Faith Lutheran live streams it’s services. No names of participants are broadcast.

Ushers: Jon & Elaine Harrison
Greeters: Mike Eschelbach
Altar Care: Elaine Harrison & Cecelia Kramer
Acolyte: Open
Reader: Atu Ngasala
Lay Assistant: Kim O’Brien
Nursery: Jeremy & Jennifer Coe
Coffee Hour Hosts: Ngasala Family

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the Narthex.
Prayer requests and praises are listed in the announcement packets.

Introduction to the day

To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind is to reflect God’s
mercy in responding to one’s neighbor. That mercy found its most profound expression in the
“gospel that has come to you”—namely the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That
gospel mercy comes to us again today: at the font, at the altar, and from the pulpit. It is very
near to you.




Welcome and Announcements
Prayer Requests

Prelude
“Lord Whose Love, in Humble Service” arr. Wayne Wold
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The Assembly Stands

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of

baptism and confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and
against the earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted
by many things, and we fail to love you above all else.

We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from our neighbors
in need.

Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with

Christ, forgiving us I all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For
freedom Christ has set us free: Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.



GATHERING SONG
Let Us Go Now to the Banquet

GREETING

ELW #523

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal
Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep
us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last
into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen. The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Deuteronomy 30:9-14

Reader: Atu Ngasala

Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land to renew the covenant God
made with their ancestors. Through this covenant God gives life and asks for obedience. God'’s
commandment is neither burdensome nor too far off, but dwells in the people’s own hearts.

A Reading from Deuteronomy.

°The LorD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your
undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and
in the fruit of your soil. For the LORD will again take delight in prospering
you, just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, ‘“when you obey
the LORD your God by observing his commandments and decrees that are
written in this book of the law, because you turn to the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul.

YSurely, this commandment that | am commanding you today is not
too hard for you, nor is it too far away. *“It is not in heaven, that you
should say, “Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we
may hear it and observe it?” **Neither is it beyond the sea, that you
should say, “Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it
for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” **No, the word is very near
to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



NEW TESTAMENT READING: Colossians 1:1-14
Reader: Atu Ngasala

The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false teachings. The first
part of the letter is an expression of thanks for the faith, hope, and love that mark this
community, including a prayer for strength and courage from Paul.

A reading from Colossians.

'Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our
brother,
’To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

*In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, “for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the
love that you have for all the saints, “because of the hope laid up for you
in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth,
the gospel °that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in
the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the
day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. 'This you
learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful
minister of Christ on your behalf, *and he has made known to us your
love in the Spirit.

“For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying
for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s
will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, ‘°so that you may lead lives
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good
work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. **May you be made
strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully
2giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the light. **He has rescued us from the power



of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, *“in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 10:25-37

Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. Jesus
tells a parable rich in surprises: those expected to show pity display hard hearts while the lowly
give and receive unexpected and lavish mercy.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2>Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what
must | do to inherit eternal life?” “°He said to him, “What is written in the
law? What do you read there?” ?’He answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” “*And




he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will
live.”

2“But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?” *°Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him,
and went away, leaving him half dead. **Now by chance a priest was
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other
side. *’So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. **But a Samaritan while traveling came near
him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. **He went to him
and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he
put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.
*The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and
said, ‘Take care of him; and when | come back, | will repay you whatever
more you spend.” **Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” *’He said, “The one who
showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.



HYMN OF THE DAY

Christ, You Spoke to Us of Children

("Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”)
BY CAROLYN WINFREY GILLETTE

Christ, you spoke to us of children:

“Let the children come to me.

Do not stop them, for the kingdom

Is for little ones like these.”

God, we grieve now as our nation

Fails its moral obligation

To receive the refugees. To receive the refugees.

Christ, you spoke of God’s intention:
“Do not cause my children harm!”

Yet we place them in detention,

Far from loved ones, scared and worn.
Children, huddled close together,
Grieve for families that are severed;

God of love, what have we done? God of love, what have we done?

Christ, you taught us to give water

And to help the ones who thirst.

Yet in places near the border,

We confess we’ve done our worst.

Those who walk must now walk farther.

We have made their journey harder;

We dump water in the dirt. We dump water in the dirt.

God of immigrant and stranger,
God who welcomes those in need,
When your children are in danger,
Will we love them or concede?
May we not seek cheap forgiveness
Till we dare to work for justice—

Till your little ones are freed. Till your little ones are freed.

Biblical References: Isaiah 58; Matthew 19:14 18:6;25:31-46; James 2:14-26.

Tune: Polish melody Text: Copyright © 2019 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
Email: carolynshymns@gmail.com New Hymns: www.carolynshymns.com

Permission is given for free use of this hymn


https://sojo.net/biography/carolyn-winfrey-gillette
mailto:carolynshymns@gmail.com
http://www.carolynshymns.com/

The assembly is seated
PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS
The presiding minister begins.

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Gordon &
Judy Tuthill, Steve & Suzanne Phelps, and Karl & Brigitta Bruning united
with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome into the life and
ministry of Faith Lutheran Church.

APOSTLES’ CREED
The presiding minister continues.
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS

In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in
the mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to
hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all
the earth.

The presiding minister addresses the new members.

Do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s
people in this place?

Those being welcomed respond.

| do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new
members in Christian living?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

WELCOME

Those being welcomed face the assembly. The pastor addresses the
assembly.

Let us welcome our new members to this community of faith.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks
and praise to God and proclaim the good news to the entire world.

The congregation gives acclamation and thanks.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our
prayers for those in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Let us pray,
Have mercy, O God.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the
assembly responds:

Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are
spoken. We commend these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your
abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
“How Can | Keep from Singing?” Lowry, arr. Shaw

Treble Choir



OFFERING RESPONSE
Let The Vineyards
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the
talents we are given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us
to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives
may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every
nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

0|
P’ A
F WY e [§ ) . .
{3} am— P - e A S -
Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of pow'r and might, heav-en and earth are
"0 ST i
o D —q
i~ : —o o
B (S " - i " L —
3
full of your glo-ry, Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the
1
Db
“@—‘b“—;j"“'m. £2 . — - ‘_.—“‘ ©

name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est, Ho - san-na in the high - est



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your
creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your
praise. When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to
form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory
over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the
river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains
scattered on the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from
the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

THE LORDS PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love ELW #708
CONGREGATIONAL SONG

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW #712




The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your
presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table.
Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart,
serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have
made; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God Blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in

thanksgiving; and the blessing of the holy Trinity, + one God, be upon
you and remain with you forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace ELW #716

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Canzona In F major” Domenico Zipoli

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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July 7, 2019 Attendance: 63

Serving Faith July 21¢
Ushers: Jon & Elaine Harrison
Greeters: Bill & Pam Williams

Altar Care: Elaine Harrison
Acolyte: Open
Reader: Jack Dingledine
Lay Assistant: Ken Schoepf
Nursery: Rachel Ngasala
Coffee Hour Hosts: Marla Holle

Altar Flower Dedications
Sunday, July 14%: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by
Vase 1: Rich Weingartner in memory of his grandparents Robert and Eleanore
Weingartner.
Vase 2: Keith & Beth Belonga in celebration of Taylor’s birthday.
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Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul
said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where
everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod = www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



2 Donation Collections Going on NOW!!

1. We are collecting school supplies between now and the
community picnic to give out to local families!! Please leave your
school supplies in the Narthex.

Save the Date
August 24" 4-7 p.m.
Faith Community Picnic featuring...

Music by Summer of Sol
&

FREE food from The Watershed Bar & Grill

Spread the world and invite your friends and neighbors!

2. Caring Committee Donations

In one month, children in our community will go back to school. They will need to start their day with a
healthy breakfast. You can help make sure that happens by joining the Caring Committee in the
annual Back-to-School Breakfast Bag Food Drive. Individuals, families and committees are
encouraged to shop for any or all of the following items:

o Oatmeal
Cold cereal
Pancake mix
Syrup
Canned fruit muffin mix
Juice
Jelly
Peanut butter
Breakfast bars

« Instant breakfast drinks
Place your food donations in the grocery cart between now and September. With cash donations we
will purchase milk, bread and eggs. There will also be a sign-up sheet for delivery on the Committee
Information Board. Thank you, Faith Family, for your care, concern and desire to help others in our
community in HIS name.



