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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

_______________ 

 

    Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement: 
 
We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child 
of God. As Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in 

Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) 
We strive to be a place where everyone is welcomed and affirmed. 
 
No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical 
ability - you are welcome as you are.  As children of God, we are all one 
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and 
grace to be our help and guide. 

 

Email address  

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 

 

Websites 

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org 

North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org 

 

Facebook 

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 

 

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship 

Sermons 

 

 



 

 

First Signs 

People enjoy recounting predictive stories from their childhood. A 

nurse shares a story of tending to a sick pet at a young age. An 

engineer tells about the time she got in trouble for disassembling 

her parents’ TV. An entrepreneur narrates the saga of his first 

lawn-mowing business. Do you have a story like this that you like 

to tell? Such stories get shared because in them we recognize the 

first traces of the people we have become. They are stories full of 

signs that point toward something coming. 

Today’s gospel shares a story about the first “sign” of Jesus. When 

the wine runs out at a wedding he is attending in Cana, Jesus 

transforms water into wine to help keep the party going. Like the 

stories we tell about ourselves, this sign points toward who Jesus is 

going to become. His first miracle is marked by kindness, 

compassion, joy, pleasure, and abundance. Jesus brings life to a 

party that is dying. Like stories of our own development, this story 

feels light-hearted even as it points toward the more profound ways 

in which we know Jesus will fulfill his own calling to bring joy to 

those in sorrow, compassion to those in need, and, ultimately, life 

to those who have died. 

Worship is also a place of signs. The rich texture of our words, 

music, and actions points us toward the truth of God revealed in 

Jesus Christ. This truth was made known in Jesus’ earthly life, but 

it continues to unfold in the present. Today as you worship, pay 

attention to moments in the service that speak with power to your 

life. These may be signs of what God is changing in you—healing 

wounds, developing gifts, or growing a special calling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, January 20, 2019  

2 Epiphany 

 

 

Introduction to the day 

The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of 

the glory of God to us as it was made known to the magi and to 

those on Jordan’s banks at the baptism of Jesus—today using 

wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people “as the 

bridegroom rejoices over the bride.” By the power of the Spirit 

there are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is 

saved for last. Taste and see. 

 

 
 

 

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver.  

 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available. 

 

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during  

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated. 

 

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish 

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks. 

 

 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
We cordially greet all who have come to worship today. 

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service. 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

“Joy and Elation”                     (Dobrinski) 

Faith Bells 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates us and forms us, 

who redeems us and calls us, 

who unites us and sends us. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Mighty and loving God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We seek our own way. 

We divide the body of Christ. 

In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. 

Let the words of our mouths, 

the thoughts of our hearts, 

and everything that we do 

be filled with faith, hope, and love. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the voice of Jesus: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 

to proclaim release to the captives.” 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

I proclaim to you 

that your sins are forgiven and you are released. 

The joy of the Lord is your strength, 

and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG 

As with Gladness Men of Old    ELW #302 

 



GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy 

Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are 

born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may 

rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated 



WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:1-5 

 
The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and 

political troubles. Nevertheless, the prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will 

be restored. God will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices over his 

bride; and the people are called to the celebration. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

  and her salvation like a burning torch. 

 2The nations shall see your vindication, 

  and all the kings your glory; 

 and you shall be called by a new name 

  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 4You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 

  and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 

 but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 

  and your land Married; 

 for the LORD delights in you, 

  and your land shall be married. 

 5For as a young man marries a young woman, 

  so shall your builder marry you, 

 and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

  so shall your God rejoice over you. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing 

one another’s spiritual gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. Paul invites 

this fractured community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all 

perfectly for their mission together. 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want 

you to be uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you 

were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. 
3Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the 

Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say 

“Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there 

are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties 

of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 

wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to 

the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 

of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, 

to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to 

another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 

tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who 

allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 



GOSPEL: John 2:1-11 
Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ 

signs. Through many such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s 

creative power and joyful presence into the world. 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the 

mother of Jesus was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been 

invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave out, the mother of 

Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not 

yet come.” 5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells 

you.” 6Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish 

rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus 

said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to 

the brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the 

chief steward.” So they took it. 9When the steward tasted the water 

that had become wine, and did not know where it came from 

(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward 

called the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good 

wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become 

drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus did 

this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 

glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON  

 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

Lord of Light       ELW #688 

 

 

 

 



The assembly is seated 

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS 

 

The presiding minister begins. Dear friends, we give thanks for the 

gift of baptism and for Ken Kerbyson and the Nyquist family 

united with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome into the 

life and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church. 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
The presiding minister continues. 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead.   

 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS 

In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to 

share in the mission of God.  We are called to live among God’s 

faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s 

Supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 

and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and 

to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.  

 

The presiding minister addresses the new members. 

Do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among 

God’s people in this place? 

 



Those being welcomed respond. 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new 

members in Christian living? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

WELCOME 

Those being welcomed face the assembly. The pastor addresses the 

assembly. 

Let us welcome our new members to this community of faith.  

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will 

give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to 

the entire world. 

The congregation gives acclamation and thanks. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all those in need. 

 

Prayers of intercession are prayed.  

To each petition, the assembly responds:  

  

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

  

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, 

and the assembly responds:  

 

Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 

“The Light of the World”                 (Price, Besig) 

Chris Lewis, soloist 

 

 

OFFERING RESPONSE  

 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of all creation, 

all you have made is good, 

and your love endures forever. 

You bring forth bread from the earth 

and fruit from the vine. 

Nourish us with these gifts, 

that we might be for the world 

signs of your gracious presence 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things. Through the 

prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 

 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in 

our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 



Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and 

rising, and his promise to come again, we await that day when all 

the universe will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this 

heavenly food, we may be light for the world, revealing the 

brilliance of your Son. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with 

the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 

  

 LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Hunger no more. Thirst no more. 

Come to the banquet of life. 

 

COMMUNION  

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.    

Amen. 

 



COMMUNION SONG 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

Arise, Your Light Has Come    ELW #314 

 
CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

Jesus Come! For We Invite You   ELW #312 

 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

We thank you, O God, 

that you have fed us at your banqueting table 

with bread and wine beyond compare,  

the very life of Christ for us. 

Send your Spirit with us now, 

that we may set the captive free, 

use your gifts to build one another up, 

and in everything reflect your glory 

revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 



SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The God of glory dwell in you richly, 

name you beloved, 

and shine brightly on your path; 

and the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise    ELW #310 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is your light. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”     arr. Burkhardt  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Siblings in Christ, welcome to worship! May your time 

in the Lord be rich and blessed. 
 

Pastor   Ellen Schoepf    prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 

Secretary  Katie Love      klove@faithlutheranokemos.org 

High School Director                             Katie Love 

Trinity/Middle School Director    Maddie Wosinski 

Director of Music                  Debra Borton-McDonough  

Organist/Pianist         Bruce Williams 

 

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the narthex.  
 

January 13 Attendance: 127 
Serving Faith  January 20              January 27 

Acolyte   Maude Lewis        Kaden Steinke 

Altar Care  Cecelia Kramer & Peggy Crum          Cecelia Kramer 

Communion Assistants Maude Lewis        Kaden Steinke 

   John McCracken    Heidi Nussdorfer 

   Kim O’Brien   Rich Weingartner 

Greeters   Mike Eschelbach            Marla Holle 

Readers   John McCracken    Heidi Nussdorfer 

Lay Assistant  Kim O’Brien   Rich Weingartner 

Ushers   Nussdorfers                       Gerard/Milne 

Nursery   Lori Webb                 O’Briens 

Coffee Hosts  Lewis          Heidi Magyar 

  

Altar Flower Dedications:  

Sunday, January 13: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by 

Faith Lutheran Church. 

 
Altar Flowers are provided by Al-Lins of Okemos  


