
 

 

 

 

 

 

January 13, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Ellen Schoepf 

prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 

4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 

(517)349-0620 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

_______________ 

 

    Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement: 
 
We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child 
of God. As Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in 

Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) 
We strive to be a place where everyone is welcomed and affirmed. 
 
No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical 
ability - you are welcome as you are.  As children of God, we are all one 
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and 
grace to be our help and guide. 

 

Email address  

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 

 

Websites 

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org 

North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org 

 

Facebook 

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 

 

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship 

Sermons 

 

 



 

Sharing Affirmations 

As you prepare to worship today, take a moment to notice those 

gathering around you. There may be people you have known for 

many years, others you’ve known only a short time, and maybe 

some you have never met before. The assembly you see has been 

gathered together by the Holy Spirit on this day to share with one 

another the grace of God made known in Jesus Christ. These 

voices will share the word of God in readings, prayer, and song. 

These hands will give and receive signs of peace and bread and 

wine at the table. 

In today’s gospel we find another group of people gathering. John 

the Baptist has drawn them into the wilderness offering baptism 

with water. Amidst this assembly, Jesus Christ appears. He is 

baptized among them and receives divine affirmation: “You are 

my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased” (Luke 3:22). 

From this assembly, Jesus goes forth to begin a ministry that will 

be marked by sharing with others the affirmation he received. The 

poor, the unloved, and the brokenhearted—they too are God’s 

children, God’s beloved, with whom God is well pleased. 

Today, this affirmation is given to you and those around you to be 

rehearsed in this baptismal community. As worship ends, you, too, 

will be sent to share it with others. Throughout the coming week, 

in homes and workplaces, through service and prayer, during 

encounters with friends and strangers, the voices and hands of this 

assembly will continue the liturgy begun here out in the 

communities to which it disperses. In doing so, it will witness to 

one who is more powerful than any one of us: Jesus Christ. His 

love is present through the various gifts and callings we ourselves 

received in the waters of baptism. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, January 13, 2019  

Baptism of Our Lord 

 

 

Introduction to the day 

The Baptism of Our Lord cannot help but recall our own and all 

baptismal blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as 

daughters and sons, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised 

company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . 

the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this 

assembly, and we receive the gift of the beloved Son of God in 

bread and wine. 

 

 
 

 

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver.  

 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available. 

 

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during  

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated. 

 

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish 

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks. 

 

 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
We cordially greet all who have come to worship today. 

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service. 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

“When Jesus Came to Jordan”                 arr. David Cherwien  

 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates us and forms us, 

who redeems us and calls us, 

who unites us and sends us. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Mighty and loving God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We seek our own way. 

We divide the body of Christ. 

In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. 

Let the words of our mouths, 

the thoughts of our hearts, 

and everything that we do 

be filled with faith, hope, and love. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the voice of Jesus: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 

to proclaim release to the captives.” 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

I proclaim to you 

that your sins are forgiven and you are released. 

The joy of the Lord is your strength, 

and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG 

Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized  ELW #304 

 



GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy 

Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are 

born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may 

rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated 



WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring them home. 

They need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called 

them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them 

precious and honored, and God loves them. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 1But now thus says the LORD, 

  he who created you, O Jacob, 

  he who formed you, O Israel: 

 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

  I have called you by name, you are mine. 

 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

  and the flame shall not consume you. 

 3For I am the LORD your God, 

  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 I give Egypt as your ransom, 

  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

 4Because you are precious in my sight, 

  and honored, and I love you, 

 I give people in return for you, 

  nations in exchange for your life. 

 5Do not fear, for I am with you; 

  I will bring your offspring from the east, 

  and from the west I will gather you; 

 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 

  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

 bring my sons from far away 

  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

 7everyone who is called by my name, 

  whom I created for my glory, 

  whom I formed and made.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17 
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that 

was recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the 

preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in 

the laying on of hands. 

A reading from Acts. 

 

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 

accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The 

two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the 

Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; 

they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then 

Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the 

Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is 

coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God 

settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 

questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be 

the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you 

with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, 

to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; 

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also 

had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and 

the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. 

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 

with you I am well pleased.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON  

 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

You Are Mine      ELW #581 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all those in need. 

 

Prayers of intercession are prayed.  

To each petition, the assembly responds:  

  

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

  

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, 

and the assembly responds:  

 

Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 

“Holy Spirit, Flame and Fire”                      (Govenor) 

Chancel Choir 

 

 

OFFERING RESPONSE  

 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of all creation, 

all you have made is good, 

and your love endures forever. 

You bring forth bread from the earth 

and fruit from the vine. 

Nourish us with these gifts, 

that we might be for the world 

signs of your gracious presence 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things. Through the 

prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 

 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in 

our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 



Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and 

rising, and his promise to come again, we await that day when all 

the universe will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this 

heavenly food, we may be light for the world, revealing the 

brilliance of your Son. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with 

the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 

  

 LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Hunger no more. Thirst no more. 

Come to the banquet of life. 

 

COMMUNION  

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.    

Amen. 

 



COMMUNION SONG 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

“Spirit of the Living God”      arr. Teresa Wilhelmi  

 
CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

Spirit of Gentleness     ELW #396 

 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

We thank you, O God, 

that you have fed us at your banqueting table 

with bread and wine beyond compare,  

the very life of Christ for us. 

Send your Spirit with us now, 

that we may set the captive free, 

use your gifts to build one another up, 

and in everything reflect your glory 

revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 



SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The God of glory dwell in you richly, 

name you beloved, 

and shine brightly on your path; 

and the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  

Brightest and Best of the Stars    ELW #303 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

“Lobt Gott, Ihr Christen, Allzugleich”                 J. G. Walther  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Siblings in Christ, welcome to worship! May your time 

in the Lord be rich and blessed. 
 

Pastor   Ellen Schoepf    prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 

Secretary  Katie Love      klove@faithlutheranokemos.org 

High School Director                             Katie Love 

Trinity/Middle School Director    Maddie Wosinski 

Director of Music                  Debra Borton-McDonough  

Organist/Pianist         Bruce Williams 

 

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the narthex.  
 

January 6 Attendance: 96 
Serving Faith  January 13              January 20 

Acolyte   open          Maude Lewis 

Altar Care  Elaine Harrison & Nina Schrote 

            Cecelia Kramer & Peggy Crum 

Communion Assistants Open 

   Gus Lusis    John McCracken 

   John McPhail          Kim O’Brien 

Greeters   Mark & Molly DeHate   Mike Eschelbach 

Readers   Gus Lusis    John McCracken 

Lay Assistant  John McPhail          Kim O’Brien 

Ushers   Nussdorfers            Nussdorfers 

Nursery   Heidi Bowers              Lori Webb 

  

  

Altar Flower Dedications:  

Sunday, January 13: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by 

Faith Lutheran Church. 

 
Altar Flowers are provided by Al-Lins of Okemos 


