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Sunday, December 30, 2018

First Sunday of Christmas

Service of Lessons and Carols

Pastor Darrell Neves, Presiding Minister

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver.
The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during
any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish
to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Prayer Requests

PRELUDE

The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service. Silence during the
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation.

“We Three Kings” arr. Paul Manz



The assembly stands

GATHERING SONG
Once in Royal David’s City ELW #269

DIALOGUE

Jesus, the bright morning star, shines light in the world.
By day and night, he shines for all to see.

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty,
that the world may see the justice and richness of God.

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,
so that all who believe in him may
not perish but have eternal life.

Jesus is the light of the world.
Jesus is the light of our lives.

Sing to God a new song!
A song of hope, joy and peace around the world.

OPENING PRAYER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us
in the darkness-a beam of light that shines through Jesus. Though
born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation. Though
crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. Fill us with the wonder
and joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts. We ask this
through the same Christ, our Lord.

Amen

The assembly is seated



LESSONS AND CAROLS
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18
A reading from Genesis.

!In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, ?the
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the
deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
SThen God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. *And God
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. *God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
“And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for
seasons and for days and years, °and let them be lights in the dome
of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. *God made
the two great lights — the greater light to rule the day and the lesser
light to rule the night — and the stars. *’God set them in the dome of
the sky to give light upon the earth, #to rule over the day and over
the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw
that it was good.

CAROL

Of the Father’s Love Begotten ELW #295
Vs.1&2



Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a
A reading from Micah.

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,

who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me

one who is to rule in Israel,

whose origin is from of old,

from ancient days.

STherefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;

then the rest of his kindred shall return

to the people of Israel.

*And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;

sand he shall be the one of peace.

If the Assyrians come into our land

and tread upon our soil,

we will raise against them seven shepherds

and eight installed as rulers.

CAROL

Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW #239
Vs.1&4



Third Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38
A reading from Luke.

%In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, #’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary.
2And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is
with you." 2But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. *The angel said to
her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne
of his ancestor David. *He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 3*Mary said to the
angel, "How can this be, since | am a virgin?" *The angel said to
her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will
be holy; he will be called Son of God. ¥Then Mary said, "Here am
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word."
Then the angel departed from her.

CAROL

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came ELW #265
Vs. 1,24



Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25
A reading from Matthew.

8Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. **Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her
to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when
he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 2She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

2"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, "God is with
us." #When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, #but had no marital
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him
Jesus.

Carol: Emmanuel (sing twice)
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Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8-20

A reading from Luke.

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. *°But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for
see — | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. ©?This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." *And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying,

“4"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

BWhen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
child lying in the manger. *When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; ®and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. *But Mary treasured
all these words and pondered them in her heart. 2The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

CAROL
Angels We Have Heard on High ELW #289



Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1-11

A reading from Matthew.

!In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where
is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed
his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." *When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; “and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
SThey told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written
by the prophet:

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.
"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared. #Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and
pay him homage." *When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,
until it stopped over the place where the child was. **When they saw
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 1On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

CAROL
What Child Is This ELW #296



Seventh Reading: John 1:1-14

A reading from John.

!In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 2All things
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being “in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. *The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.

'He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. **He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. *?But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, *who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

CAROL
Borning Cry ELW #732



The assembly is seated

HOLY BAPTISM Audra Joy VanDerMoere
Parents: Tylor and Robin VanDerMoere

Sponsors: Gregory & Melissa McCracken
Presentation

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death
by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy
Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the
church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the
communion of saints, we grow in faith, love and obedience to the
will of God.

(sponsors say this)
We present Audra Joy VanDerMoere for baptism.

To parents:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do
you desire to have Audra baptized into Christ?

I do.

As you bring her to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted
with responsibilities:

to live with her among God’s faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed

and the Ten Commandments,

place in her hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture her in faith and prayer,

so that she may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Audra grow in the Christian faith and life?
I do.



To sponsors:

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Audra in the Christian faith as
you are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help her live in the
covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?

I do.

To the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support Audra and pray for her in
her new life in Christ?

We do.

Profession of Faith

To parents and sponsors:
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin and confess
the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

To parents, sponsors and the assembly:

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and
he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Thanksgiving at the Font

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling
forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the
flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you
led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your
Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the
baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the
power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those
who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To
you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen

Baptism

Audra Joy VanDerMoere,

I baptize you in the name

of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen



Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit
you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin,
and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Audra with the gift of your Holy Spirit; the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your
presence, both now and forever.

Amen

Audra Joy VanDerMoere, child of God,
you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen

Welcome

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we
share; join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing
God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.

Those gathered at the font may return to their seats.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.
Your Word, Jesus, is truth.

In his light, draw all to the manger,
to gather in wonder with the shepherds.

In his light, draw all to the manger,
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.



In his light, draw all to the manger,
to sing for joy with the angels.

In the brightness of his life,
cast away the darkness of injustice,
poverty and hunger in the world.

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way,
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.

Oh God, Landscaper of Peace, you root us in love and tend to us
like a tree by the water. Turn over the soil of our indifference and
weed out the roots of violence and greed. In this season of joy and
light, may our actions yield healing in a warring world, abundance
in a hungry world, and comfort in a world of illness and hurt. We
pray this in the name of Jesus, who calls us to a harvest of eternal
peace.

Amen
PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another
with a gesture of peace, using these or similar words:

Peace be with you.
The assembly is seated

OFFERING
“Wexford Carol” arr. Olive Nelson

The assembly stands



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came
among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have
blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the
tree of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the
coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of
your glory; that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn
to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with the Church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:



SANCTUS
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence
in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

God fills the hungry with good things.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
The assembly is seated

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond
Amen



WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and
invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table. Children
who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited
to come forward with their families to receive a blessing. There will
be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well trays of individual cups. In the
center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape
juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.

Communion song:
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CONGREATIONAL SONG
The First Noel ELW #300

The assembly stands

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that in this bread and cup of Christ’s
very life, you give us food for our journey. As you led the magi by
a star, as you brought the holy family home again, guide us on the
way unfolding before us. Wherever we go, may our lives proclaim
good news of great joy in Jesus Christ our Lord.



BLESSING

May the Word that Mary brought to birth
carry you into new and abundant life.
Amen.

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms
enfold you with love and strength.
Amen.

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song
bring harmony to our world.
Amen.

And the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, the = Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

CLOSING SONG
Go Tell It on the Mountain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Ductia on Riu, Riu, Chiu”

ELW #290

arr. Dennis Janzer

Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000803.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Siblings in Christ, welcome to worship! May
your time in the Lord be rich and blessed.

Pastor Ellen Schoepf prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Secretary Katie Love klove@faithlutheranokemos.org
Director of High School Katie Love
Director of Middle School Maddie Wosinski
Director of Music Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/Pianist Bruce Williams

December 23, 2018 Attendance: 121
December 24, 2018 Attendance 4pm: 73, 10pm: 165

Serving Faith December 30 January 6
Acolyte open open
Altar Care
Communion Assistants  open open
Walter Kopf Alyssa Magyar
Linda Hirt Brenda Kopf
Greeters Bill & Pam Williams Doug & Linda Hirt
Lay Assistants Walter Kopf Alyssa Magyar
Readers Linda Hirt Brenda Kopf
Ushers Jim & Peggy Crum TBD
Nursery Williams Jennifer Coe

Altar Flower Dedications:

Sunday, December 30'":

Vase 1: Welcoming Audra Joy VanDerMoere, as the newest
member of Faith Lutheran Church on her day of baptism. Love,

Grandma & Grandpa McCracken.

Vase 2: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Jon & Elaine
Harrison in celebration of Dan’s birthday.



