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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child

of God. As Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in
Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26)
We strive to be a place where everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ~ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America = www.elca.org

Facebook

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



Why This Widow?

Being exhorted to give money to religious institutions—especially
large religious ones—is an experience shared by many faithful
people. And yes, those with means are often reasonably tasked
with the responsibility for making sure salaries are paid, building
repairs are made, and a community has what it needs. But it is
upsetting to think how the message of Give! Give! Give! would
have affected someone like the widow in today’s gospel story. It
just feels wrong. Her gift of two copper coins is striking for its
testimony to both her devotion and her material desperation.

Jesus doesn’t glorify this widow’s poverty, and neither should we.
But in praising her material sacrifice, Jesus shows us that the best
teachers and exemplars of the faith are often people such as she,
who give themselves fully to God despite crushing hardship. For
having no choice but to utterly depend upon the Lord our God, the
“least of these” may dwell in the wisdom of the cross in a way that
those who are materially comfortable perhaps cannot.

Of course, even those who can write large checks to church capital
campaigns know suffering and helplessness in the face of
circumstances beyond their individual control. Serious illness,
untimely deaths, accidents, betrayals, and random events all
happen indiscriminately in this life. For followers of Jesus,
confidence, power, and joy in spite of hardship comes from a deep
dependence upon God that seeps into and permeates their lives. Be
encouraged and strengthened by this widow’s example today. Even
more, be encouraged and strengthened by Jesus’ compassion and
love for her and for you.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2018 Augshurg Fortress. All rights reserved.



Sunday, November 11, 2018
25th Sunday after Pentecost

Introduction to the day

Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus
denounces those scribes who pray impressive prayers but devour
widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who in his view
gave far more than the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply
as an object of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of
Zarephath who shares her last bit of food with Elijah, does
something of great importance.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver.
The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during
any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish
to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

PRELUDE

“Day by Day” (Schwartz)
Joyful Noise Choir



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the ++ holy Trinity,

the one who fashions us,

the one who heals us,

the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.
Source of all life,

we confess that we have not allowed

your grace to set us free.

We fear that we are not good enough.

We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.

We turn the church inward,

rather than moving it outward.

Forgive us. Stir us.

Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right,

act for what is just,

and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us
and to empower our lives in the world.

Our sins are forgiven,

*+ God’s love is unconditional,

and we are raised up as God’s people

who will always be made new,

in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG
As We Gather at Your Table ELW #522



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching
out to us in mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen
our trust in your promises, and bring all the world to share in the
treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 17:8-16

This chapter begins the story of Elijah. God sends a drought on Israel because of the sins of King
Ahab. This passage depicts God’s saving acts not only on behalf of Elijah, but also on behalf of
those who are associated with the prophet, even a foreigner, the widow of Zarephath.

A reading from 1 Kings.

‘The word of the LORD came to [Elijah,] saying, *“Go now to
Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for | have
commanded a widow there to feed you.” *°So he set out and went
to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was
there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little
water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” "*As she was going to bring
it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your
hand.” “But she said, “As the LORD your God lives, | have nothing
baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; | am
now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and
prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.”
“Eljjah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said;
but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and
afterwards make something for yourself and your son. *“For thus
says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be
emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD
sends rain on the earth.” **She went and did as Elijah said, so that
she as well as he and her household ate for many days. *The jar of
meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to
the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: Hebrews 9:24-28

The letter to the Hebrews describes Christ as a high priest who offers himself as a sacrifice for our
sin. Christ does not die again and again each year. He died once, is alive with God, and will reveal
himself on the last day.

A reading from Hebrews.

#Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere
copy of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God on our behalf. >Nor was it to offer
himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place
year after year with blood that is not his own; **for then he would
have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the
world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the
age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. ?/And just as it is
appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, *so
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will
appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who
are eagerly waiting for him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Mark 12:38-44

After engaging in a series of public arguments with religious leaders in the temple, Jesus contrasts
the proud and oppressive ways of those leaders with the sacrificial humility and poverty of the
widow.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to
walk around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the
marketplaces, *and to have the best seats in the synagogues and
places of honor at banquets! “They devour widows’ houses and for
the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the
greater condemnation.”

“'He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd
putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large
sums. ““/A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins,
which are worth a penny. “Then he called his disciples and said to
them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all
those who are contributing to the treasury. “For all of them have
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has
put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON



The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
HYMN OF THE DAY

What Have We to Offer?

N4 \ . , \ . N . :
Il | O 0 o | I |
KV [7K3 I v 1 @- ]
o
1 What have we to  of - fer? What have we to share?
2 What have we to  of - fer? What have we  to bring?
3 What have we to  of - fer? What have we to give?
N4 . ,
[ERVAK. I I T T I | | L T | T |
D — I T i T 1 N T T T T r 4 |
1% F F i P | Il — 1A ‘ rS
[ANAY. | D] v | (7K I .
ry) T r <
Coins from the cof - fer, hearts filled with care.
Love, ripe with laugh-ter; hope that we can sing;
Eyes that are wide 0 - pen; lies that we won’t live;
N4 . ;
[ I [ I I | ) I ' 1 | I ]
rr——e & o o)) 1 |
I\QB/ I Ir) | (7K 1 =| 1 o |
God will not fal - ter; SO let us dare
dreams of what we’re  af - ter; prom - is - es  of when.
truth that must be spo - ken; jus - tice some - how.
N4
[ YA . T | I I I I y I I Il |
LA ot Il N [ N | [ I | | I Qi |
‘% Ll g~ 7 T i T Il Il | gl |
. Il =i Il I Il il |
rY) < O O
lay it at the al - tar there.
Lay it at the al - tar then.
Lay it at the al - tar now.
N4 . . . . ;
A — ] M —H— 1 |
oy e L
oJ
4 What have we to of - fer? What have we
N4 . \
[V A . T N | I | N | I Il |
s te—& o — o &9 — i |
LKV | [ et [ | l |
o f & O
give? Lives we will live.

Text: Ray Makeever
Music: LET US ENTER IN: OFFERTORY, Ray Makeever

Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress



CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

With the people of God gathered here and throughout the world,
we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in
need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers,
and the assembly responds:

Enfold all things in your compassion, O God, and bring us into
your life through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
“Gaudeamus Hodie”
Chancel Choir & Joyful Noise

OFFERING RESPONSE
Let The Vineyards

(Sleeth)
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Creator God,

you made everything, and you provide for every need.
The bread we break and the wine we pour come from you.
As we eat and drink with thanksgiving,

fill us with your love;

let that love flow through us to others;

and join us to the saints before us

in a holy and boundless communion;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his life and death and the
victory of his resurrection, we await with all the saints his loving
redemption of our suffering world.

Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine and on all who
share in the body and blood of your Son: teach us your mercy and
justice and make all things new in Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with
the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Hunger no more. Thirst no more.
Come to the banquet of life.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG
What Feast of Love ELW #487

CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Seek Ye First

Words and Music by
Karen Lafferty
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray

Sovereign God,

in this meal you give us a foretaste
of the great feast to come.

Keep us faithful to you,

that we, with all your saints,

may at length celebrate

the marriage feast of the Lamb,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The love of God surround you;

the grace of ++ Christ release you;

and the Holy Spirit be your guide and strength,
now and forevermore.

Amen.

SENDING SONG
The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW #551

DISMISSAL

Led on by the saints before us,
go in peace to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Toccata in seven” by John Rutter



Siblings in Christ, welcome to worship! May your time
in the Lord be rich and blessed.

Pastor Ellen Schoepf prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Secretary Katie Love klove@faithlutheranokemos.org
High School Director Katie Love
Trinity/Middle School Director Maddie Wosinski
Director of Music Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/Pianist Bruce Williams

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the narthex.

November 4, 2018 Attendance: 127

Serving Faith November 11 November 18
Acolyte Austin Jones Maude Lewis
Altar Care Brenda Kopf & Gail Barricklow
Communion Assistants  Austin Jones Maude Lewis
Brenda Kopf Deb Borton-McDonough
Bob Shorman Korine Wawryznski
Greeters Bill & Pam Williams Doug & Linda Hirt
Readers Brenda Kopf Deb Borton-McDonough
Lay Assistant Bob Shorman Korine Wawryznski
Ushers Bowers/Whitmyer Doug & Linda Hirt
Nursery Williams Jennifer Coe

Altar Flower Dedications:

Sunday, November 11th: Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by
Faith Lutheran Church.



