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God's work. Qur hands.

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement:

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child

of God. As Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, “for in
Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26)
We strive to be a place where everyone is welcomed and affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical
ability - you are welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide.

Email address
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church = www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ~ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America =~ www.elca.org

Facebook

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship
Sermons



Growing Fruit

What is your strategy for living a fruitful life? Keep busy! Stay
active! Make a to-do list! Watch another TED talk! Read another
book! Get to the gym, to the store, to the school to pick up the
kids! Take a multivitamin! Buy the latest gadgets and download
the latest apps! All this will surely keep you on track so that you
will bear fruit in your life.

Do these strategies line up with God’s desire for us? Today Jesus
sums up God’s strategy for our fruit-bearing in one word: abide.
Jesus uses this word eight times (perhaps once for each day of the
week plus one for good measure?). Maybe he knows how difficult
it is for some of his followers to be instead of do.

Jesus says the way of fruitfulness is for branches (us) to abide in
the vine (him). This way seems to contradict our preferred
strategies for growth. Rather than depending on constant
movement, this fruitfulness is the result of being planted in God.
Rather than living our lives behind isolating screens and walls,
abundant growth is born out of connectedness with God and
others. Fruit comes from dwelling, not doing. This fruit is the
result of reliance and interdependence on the vine, not exhausting
efforts at control over our own fruitfulness.

The fruit we produce is not the result of our doing but of God’s
doing in us. This is why we worship; to abide in God, to be
replanted by the water of life, and to be repotted at a table that
nourishes. Abiding in the vine with Christ’s vitality flowing
through us, our fruit grows.



Sunday, April 29, 2018
5 Easter
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three

Introduction to the day

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us
is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are
alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding that we read
of in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a
part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with
Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds
us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the
world.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver.
The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during
any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish
to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Prayer Requests

PRELUDE
“When Morning Gilds the Skies” arr. Raymond Haan



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Alleluial Christis risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Just as God’s work of creation never ends,

so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day.
Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life:

for water to bathe in, water to drink,

for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder,

for water that gives life to our planet.

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life.

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place:
for water from our tap, for rain and snow.
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place.

We give you thanks for your salvation through water:

for delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters,
for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom,
for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought,
for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land,

for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water.
We give you thanks for your salvation through water.

We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized,
and for all who gather here;

for godparents and baptismal sponsors,

for children and grandchildren,

for our brothers and sisters in Christ

whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound.
We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized.

We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit:

for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters,

for our new birth into a life of freedom and service,

for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of the world.
We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG
Christ is Alive ELW #389

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we
cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear
the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his
African home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their
encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, the

Ethiopian is baptized by Philip.
A reading from Acts.

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is
a wilderness road.) “’So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship **and was returning home; seated in his
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. *Then the Spirit said to
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” *°So Philip ran up to it
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” **He replied, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit
beside him. **Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading
was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
*In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
“The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the



prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”” **Then
Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. **As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?” **He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them,
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him. **When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and
went on his way rejoicing. “°But Philip found himself at Azotus,
and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God,
whom we have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see.
Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others because the essence of
God is love.

A reading from 1 John.

'Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. *Whoever
does not love does not know God, for God is love. °God’s love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. °In this is love, not that
we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 'Beloved, since God loved us so
much, we also ought to love one another. *’No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he
has given us of his Spirit. *“And we have seen and do testify that
the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. *God abides
in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide
in God. *So we have known and believe the love that God has for
us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God



abides in them. “"Love has been perfected among us in this: that we
may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are
we in this world. **There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has
not reached perfection in love. “We love because he first loved us.
“Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters,
are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. *“The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must
love their brothers and sisters also.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 15:1-8

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they
would have with him. Those who abide in his word and love would bear fruit,
for apart from him, they could do nothing.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ““T am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.
’He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. “You have
already been cleansed by the word that | have spoken to you.
‘Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. °I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you
can do nothing. “Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away
like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. ’If you abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. :‘My
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
We Know That Christ Is Raised ELW #449



CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we
pray for the witness of the church, the wholeness of creation, and
all who are in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers,
and the assembly responds:

We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by
the power of the Holy Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.



PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say,
“Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
“River in Judea” arr. Leavitt
Chancel Choir




OFFERING RESPONSE

Praise and Thanksgiving
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Text: Albert E. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
as you were made known to the disciples.
Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives,
that we may be your risen body in the world.
Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the
heavens and the earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his
family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people
Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be
our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the
sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his
life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious
resurrection, we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in
your arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with
the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen
R i

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Now let us feast this Easter day
on Christ, the bread of heaven. Hallelujah!

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG
I Come with Joy ELW #482
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus ELW #451

Chancel Choir vs. 1
Congregation vs. 2-3

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Life-giving God,

in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection
you send light to conquer darkness,

water to give new life,

and the bread of heaven to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection
that we may show your glory to all the world;
through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

May God who has brought us from death to life
fill you with great joy.

Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG
A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! ELW #393

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Resurrection Hymn” Getty/Townend arr. James Koerts

sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



Quarterly Meeting: TODAY

Immediately following the meeting please
stay and help with property clean-up. A
lite lunch will be provided.

Sisters & brothers in Christ, welcome to
worship! May your time in the Lord be rich
and blessed.

Pastor Ellen Schoepf prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Secretary Katie Love klove@faithlutheranokemos.org
Director of Christian Education Katie Love
Director of Music Debra Borton-McDonough
Organist/Pianist Bruce Williams

Bi-Weekly Announcement packets are available in the narthex.

April 22, 2018 Attendance: 139

Serving Faith April 29 May 6
Acolyte open Paige Lewis
Altar Care Pam Williams & Gretchen Bills Gretchen Bills & Becky Bills
Communion Assistants Paige Lewis
Doug Hirt Zachary Hereza
Heidi Nussdorfer Melinda Schultz
Greeters Bill & Pam Williams Rich Weingartner
Lay Assistants Doug Hirt Zachary Hereza
Readers Heidi Nussdorfer Melinda Schultz
Ushers Harrison’s Kopf

Nursery Guenther’s Alexis Hereza



ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS

Sunday, April 29™
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Faith Lutheran Church.

Butterflies For Sale!

On Sunday, June 3, we will be releasing

live butterflies outside by our Butterfly

Garden. Butterflies are the symbol of new

life. And, as we celebrate the Pentecost

season and the beginning of summer

activities, we will be releasing painted lady butterflies to celebrate God’s
gift of creation. The Green Team is inviting you to order a butterfly for
$10.00. Following worship on June 3, you will be given your butterfly to
release by our garden. This project is a Green Team fundraiser. A
portion of the money earned from these butterfly sales will go to help
purchase solar lighting for our sign. Place your butterfly order by using
the form below and turn it into the church office. All orders must be
received by Sunday, May 20, which happens to be Pentecost Sunday!

Green Team Butterfly Order Form:
Order Deadline: Sunday, May 20™

Quantity Total Cost ($10/each)

Name:

Dedication (if any):

Make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church.
Please put “Butterflies” in the memo line.
Place this form in Katie Love’s mailbox or the church office.



