[image: ]Welcome to 
Faith Lutheran 






January 15, 2017



































What an Epiphany!
In today’s gospel we hear John the Baptist announce, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). The next day, John the Baptist says it again, this time in front of Andrew and another who will follow Jesus (John 1:36). John the Baptist reveals Jesus as the Lamb of God just as Jesus begins his public ministry. What an epiphany! At this point, even those who have an inkling Jesus is the Messiah do not imagine him as a suffering servant-Savior.
With the benefit of knowing the whole gospel story, we realize the fullness of John the Baptist’s insight. We know, and our communion liturgy helps us remember, Jesus is “the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 101).
Jesus, born in a cave and laid in a manger, is Emmanuel, God-with-us, not God-far-away. Jesus, who dies on a cross and rises again, is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Even today, with the benefit of centuries of reflection, it is difficult to imagine an all-powerful God loving the world enough to enter it as a suffering servant-Savior.
So often we get it wrong. We vie for power, we expect reward and recognition for faithfulness, we turn away the stranger, we arrogantly assume our ways are God’s ways. And often, Spirit-led and by God’s good grace, we get it right. Our words and actions point to Jesus, the Lamb of God. Following Jesus, we find ourselves called and empowered to risk discipleship, sacrifice for the good of another, and give generously. We are blessed to be better than our natures, humbly willing to serve, welcome, comfort, and console. Others recognize we are Christians by our love.
What an epiphany!


Sunday, January 15, 2017 
2 Epiphany
ELW Holy Communion Setting Eight

Introduction to the day
Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy One, and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made known among us.


If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 
any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish
to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.


WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Prayer Requests


PRELUDE

The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 


“God Himself is Present”		        arr. Michael Burkhardt





GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who stretches out the heavens,
who sends light to the nations,
who gives breath to us all.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Loving God,
we confess that we have turned from your way
to follow our own ways.
Forgive us for the times
we have spoken or acted too quickly;
we have not spoken or acted at all;
we have hurt those closest to us;
we have hurt those we have yet to know;
we have thought more about ourselves than others;
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start,
so that we can live again as your children. Amen.

Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.
Even when we have messed up, God puts us together.
God’s love never runs out.
God never tires of calling us beloved children.
Hear God say to you now:
Your sins are forgiven,
for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN		            
Come, All You People				ELW #819
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
[image: ]
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7
Here the servant Israel speaks for herself and acknowledges herself as God’s secret weapon. Called before her birth like Jeremiah and John the Baptist, the servant is not only to restore Israel itself. The servant’s ultimate assignment is to bring news of God’s victory to the ends of the earth. God in faithfulness has chosen Israel for this task.
A reading from Isaiah.
    1Listen to me, O coastlands,
  pay attention, you peoples from far away!
 The LORD called me before I was born,
  while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.
 2He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
  in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
 he made me a polished arrow,
  in his quiver he hid me away.
 3And he said to me, “You are my servant,
  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
 4But I said, “I have labored in vain,
  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
 yet surely my cause is with the LORD,
  and my reward with my God.”

 5And now the LORD says,
  who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
 to bring Jacob back to him,
  and that Israel might be gathered to him,
 for I am honored in the sight of the LORD,
  and my God has become my strength—
 6he says,
 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
  to raise up the tribes of Jacob
  and to restore the survivors of Israel;
 I will give you as a light to the nations,
  that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

 7Thus says the LORD,
  the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
  the slave of rulers,
 “Kings shall see and stand up,
  princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
 because of the LORD, who is faithful,
  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Though God’s church in Corinth is a fractious congregation beset with many conflicts, Paul opens this letter by spotlighting the multiple ways God has enriched and sustained its life as part of the divine call into the fellowship of our Lord Jesus Christ.
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,
  2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:
  3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

The word of the Lord.                                    Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
[image: ]
GOSPEL: John 1:29-42

John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin to share with others what they have found.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”
  35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
HYMN OF THE DAY 			            
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light		ELW #815

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing.
Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The presiding minister concludes the
prayers, and the assembly responds:

Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL
[image: ]God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

Chancel Choir		“Grace to You and Peace”	       (Nygard)


The assembly stands







[image: ]OFFERING RESPONSE			
Text and music printed under onelicinse.net license a-708005

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God,
receive the gifts we bring,
ourselves, our time, and our possessions.
Through this meal unite us as your body,
shining with the light of your justice and mercy;
for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
 
DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
[image: ]we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
















[image: ]HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Amen







LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 
let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

We who are many are one body,
for we all partake of the one bread.
Come. Be filled with light and life.

The assembly may be seated.

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.








COMMUNION SONG 
[image: ]


CONGREGATIONAL SONG 			            
Will You Come and Follow Me			ELW #798

CONGREGATIONAL SONG		            
Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am				ELW #814


The assembly stands
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
Strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O Morning Star, fair and bright,
you have refreshed us again with heavenly food.
You are our dearest treasure.
Go with us now—
today, tomorrow, every day—
that we tell the story of your never-ending love
and sing your praise both now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The God of glory dwell in you richly,
name you beloved,
and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG 			            
Arise, Your Light Has Come				ELW #314

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“We Will Glorify” 					arr. Fred Bock

Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000803.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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The 2017 Flower Chart is up. There are several openings for the remainder of January and the rest of the year. 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway across from the coat rack. 


[image: ]

Welcome to worship, Christian education and fellowship at Faith Lutheran Church. May God bless our time together.

Adult Sunday School resumes on Sunday, February 5th

Pastor			Ellen Schoepf	   prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org
Secretary		Katie Love	     klove@faithlutheranokemos.org
Director of Christian Education			                Melinda Schultz
Director of Music				              Debra Borton-McDonough	
Organist/Pianist						   Bruce Williams


January 8, 2017 Attendance : 106
Serving Faith		January 15		           	         January 22

Acolyte			Clayton Wenzel			     Brenna Seeley
Altar Care 			     Carol Towl and Cecelia Kramer
Communion Assistants	Clayton Wenzel			     Brenna Seeley
			Doug Hirt			      Bob Shorman
			Dane Webb			  Melinda Schultz
Greeters			Jack & Natalie Dingledine Brian & Michelle Ransom          
Lay Assistants		Doug Hirt			      Bob Shorman
Readers			Dane Webb			  Melinda Schultz
Ushers			                               Nussdorfer Family
Nursery			Jennifer & Maia Guenther		      Alexis Hereza



ANNOUNCEMENTS

[image: FaithFamily&Friends3]

January 15th , 2017

Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 for updates


DEADLINES

Sunday worship folder announcementsTuesday of each week
Submit to Katie at klove@faithlutheranokemos.org

February Faith Family News newsletter
Please submit by Monday January 16 
Submit to Katie at klove@faithlutheranokemos.org

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Please lift up in prayer this week:

 Members—Max Ambs, Lowell Barricklow, Ellen Milne, Harry Nawrock,      
    the Barry Family, Beth Belonga & Family.
 Friends and family—
    Pat Belonga, Chris Cotter, Terrie Becker, Allie, Heather,   
    Al, Lilly, Sai Eshwar Lingamgunta, Jenn Leitch, Jeanne and Leonard, Tom   
    Brown, Susan Heft, Pat Hillberg & Family, Dennis Cobler, John Joseph  
    Lanzetta and Bethany Robison
 Our mission partner congregationLansing Redeemer Lutheran Church
 Those in military serviceJon Schoepf, Lani Yearicks, 
     Melody and Adam Wright and Joe Galvin.
 Samaritas children who seek adoption— Giovanni, Jessica, LeeAnn and   
     Valerie. Pray for each to be adopted and for Jesus to be their lifelong friend.

NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER
As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include Pastor Scott Torkko and the congregation of Zion Lutheran Church of Cadillac, Michigan in your prayers of intercession this week.



ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS					
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Pastor Ellen and Ken Schoepf.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Weekly Offering          01/08/17		Year-to-date as of 11/30/2016

Loose Cash	           $   27.00		Income		$264,588.69
Loose Checks	           $   30.00		Expenses	  274,587.10
General Fund	         $10741.80		Net Income	    (-9998.41)
Subtotal	        	         $10798.80

Simply Giving	         Please pick up your 2017 Offering Envelopes in the narthex.

Total		        $10798.80
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THIS WEEK’S CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS
Please sign up in the narthex if you are planning to attend the SOGI Lunch & Learn following the annual meeting on 
Sunday, January 22, 2017.

Today	
No Sunday School	
10:00 a.m.	Worship
11:30 a.m.	Mutual Ministry Listening Post
6:00 p.m.	Loaves & Fishes

Monday, January 16th	
February Newsletter Deadline

Tuesday, January 17th    
Worship folder announcements deadline
Noon: Study in Pastor Ellen’s office

Wednesday, January 18th 	 
7:30 a.m.	Men’s Study 
9:30 a.m.	Quilting and Samaritas ACTION
1:00 p.m.	60 +/- Popcorn and a Movie
5:30 p.m.	Joyful Noise
6:00 p.m.	T & C
6:00 p.m.	First Communion Classes
6:30 p.m.	Faith Bells
7:30 p.m.	Chancel Choir


Thursday, January 19th 
6:30 p.m.	Worship Service
7:00 p.m.	RIC Meeting

Friday, January 20th 
Saturday, January 21st  	 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS & STUDIES
[image: ]	60 +/- Popcorn & a Movie 
Are you looking for ways to warm up your Michigan January?  Join your friends from Sixty Plus or Minus for popcorn and a movie on Wednesday, January 18, 2017, at 1 p.m.!  We will be watching the award-winning film “The Impossible,” the story of a tourist family in Thailand caught in the destruction and chaotic aftermath of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. A Christmas vacation in a tropical paradise turned into the worst of nightmares. 




Thursday Evening Worship Service
The Worship Committee has decided to experiment by adding a second worship service to our weekly schedule.  This service will NOT take place on Sundays.  It WILL take place on Thursday evenings at 6:30 PM.  This service will be more intimate, less formal, and more contemplative.  Join us if you are able.  Please speak to Pastor Ellen if you have any questions.


[image: ]
[image: ]Annual Meeting- Sunday, January 22nd
This year’s annual meeting will take place Sunday, January 22nd following the worship service.  Committee annual reports are due to the church office by Monday, January 9th. 
SOGI Lunch and Learn
January 22 - After the Annual Meeting
What does sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI) mean? Is there more than just straight and gay? What does the Q really stand for in LGBTQ? Is everything black and white or is there more to it? The RIC team invites you to join us to explore these questions and more.

The lunch and learn will be held after the annual meeting on January 22.  We'll meet in the fellowship hall and have a light lunch of soups, breads, desserts, and beverages.  While we enjoy lunch we'll learn together about the SOGI spectrum and have an open discussion so we can all be more understanding of our LGBTQ siblings in Christ.

Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex so we can plan for how many people are coming. We will also offer child care if you want to attend while someone else watches your children. Please indicate on the form if you'll be using the child care.


As the RIC team continues to plan and prepare a possible welcome statement that welcomes all of God's children regardless of gender, sexual orientation, race, political leanings, etc. we encourage you to attend the RIC events and the events offered by the racism planning team. If you have any questions or feedback about the RIC process and our plans, please reach out to Pastor Ellen or Rich Weingartner, chair of the RIC team.




CAREGIVERS SUPPORT Group Meeting
Join us at 11:30am for a light lunch and discussion. All are Welcome!

Thursday, February 9th : Michelle Traill – Crosser from Caring Transitions will be speaking about downsizing.

Thursday, March 9th: Mike Harrison, Life & Business Coach. From Spectator to Spectacular: Living the Life YOU Want. 


Adult Sunday School 
Class will resume on Sunday, February 5th at 9:00am in the library. We will be studying Walter Brueggemann’s book “Embracing the Prophets”
Walter, arguably America’s leading Old Testament scholar and theologian, takes us on a wild ride through the poetic prophecy of Hebrew Scripture, identifying cultural contexts, putting a framework to Israel’s history, and, most significantly -and at times challengingly! - drawing connections between Israel’s sociological, economic and spiritual status and that of America today.

Marriage Retreat				     March 3-5, 2017
[image: ]We are excited to announce this year’s Marriage Retreat “Marriage and the Divine Dance”. The retreat will be in partnership with Peace Lutheran in South Haven and First Lutheran in Muskegon. The seminars will take place at Bethlehem Lutheran in Grand Rapids and begin on Friday evening. We will be staying at the Comfort Inn and Suites, in Comstock Park. Rooms are $99/night + room tax. All meals, except for Saturday night, will be provided. Please sign up in the narthex by Tuesday, February 14th to reserve your room.
Please contact Pastor Ellen with any questions.








CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

[image: pancakes_by_evov1-d6t3gdq[1]]Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, February 28th, 5:30pm - 7:00pm, Items Needed
The Youth would appreciate any donations of the following items for the upcoming dinner next month:  2 jars of applesauce (23 oz.) and 200 (wow!) turkey sausage links.  We appreciate your help and look forward to serving you that evening.



Important Dates in January and February 
22nd -		Confirmation Review, 1:00-4:00pm
29th -		Children sing during service.
Feb. 5th -	1st Communion Sunday
19th -		NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
24th-26th	Youth Weekend, 5:00pm – 3:00pm
28th -		Shrove Supper, 5:30-7:00pm



From our Mission Partner Church: Redeemer Lutheran


Kids’ night out! Parents’ night off!
Saturday Feb. 11, 2017 from 4-8pm at Redeemer Church. This is an evening for both children and parents in our surrounding community. It will be a FUN time filled with dinner, games, and a movie for children ages 4 and up. While children are having a great time, parents are invited to take this opportunity to go out and enjoy the evening. This event is FREE to all! Please call 517-882-8000 to reserve a spot, so we can plan for the food we will need. Redeemer Church is located at 2727 West Holmes Road in Lansing (south of Mt. Hope, between Pleasant Grove and Catherine). For more information, please contact the church office at 517-882-8000 or janhite@sbcglobal.net.   www.RedeemerLansing.com
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
_______________

Email address 
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites
Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org

Facebook
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos

Podcasts

ITUNES
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/your-faith-journey/id1085174663?mt=2

STITCHER
http://www.stitcher.com/podcast/dad-spotlight/your-faith-journey?refid=stpr

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship

Sermons
http://faithlutheranokemos.org/sermons/

Special music
http://faithlutheranokemos.org/category/special-music/
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There are many ways to stay connected to happenings at Faith!

· Newsletter: Newsletters are sent out monthly. Most receive them via email. If you are not receiving them and would like to please email klove@faithlutheranokemos.org

· Facebook is a great way for Faith to send out time sensitive information like cancellations. If you have Facebook please “LIKE” @faithlutheranokemos Can’t make a worship service? Watch it LIVE on facebook!

· www.faithlutheranokemos.org has a full Google calendar that will show you upcoming dates of activities. Sermons, Special Music, event pictures and videos are also posted. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
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Altar Flowers
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