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Vipers and Adders and Asps, Oh My!
Sharp tools strike fear in the gospel reading today. God’s winnowing fork is at hand, and the axe is at the tree’s root. Chaff will be burned with unquenchable fire. So we ask, how is this good news? If the message of John the Baptist is only destruction, what can be the point of preparing a way—or anything else? But if the axe is at the root, this is precisely the place from which a branch is promised, a shoot from the seemingly dead stump.
“I baptize you with water,” says John, but the one to come will baptize “with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matt. 3:11). Like water, fire destroys but also purifies. Repentance means turning toward God, pruning, clearing, straightening, washing.
John preaches to those who face the water already confessing their sins, but also to the “brood of vipers.” Why? He shouts ferocious words with the wild hope that some might hear, turn, and bear fruit, and with the hope that there is a chance for even adversaries to be transformed. Might the vipers join Isaiah’s adder and asp on the holy mountain, former predators that will hurt and kill no longer? Might the Pharisee Nicodemus eventually advocate for Jesus, and the persecutor Saul become Paul the apostle?
The December 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami orphaned and stranded a baby hippopotamus. Once rescued, named, and brought to an animal sanctuary, the frightened Owen ran and hid behind a 130-year-old tortoise, Mzee (“wise old man”). The next day a photograph of Owen and Mzee nestled against each other circulated around the world. Wondrously, a mammal and a reptile had started to play and become friends. In a time of devastation, this cross-species relationship brought encouragement and hope. Led by a child, we bear fruit as we welcome one another—wolves, lambs, cows, bears, snakes. Anointed with the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, we learn to live in harmony as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Savior.


Sunday, December 04, 2016 
Second Sunday of Advent


Introduction to the day

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the light of Christ’s coming. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.



If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 
any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish
to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.


WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.
Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Prayer Requests

Temple Talk				      Deb Borton-McDonough

PRELUDE

Flutes of Faith		   Hallelujah Chorus                         (Handel)	         

[bookmark: _GoBack]
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands


CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who comes to wake us from sleep,
who leads us into the light of grace.
Amen.

Let us prepare the way of the Lord
by confessing our sin against God and neighbor.

Silence for reflection 

God of all time,
we confess that we have not prepared
for your merciful reign among us.
We ignore our neighbors in need
and fail in the labor of justice and peace.
In your mercy forgive us.
Grant us wisdom to welcome your light
and to seek the things that will endure
until Christ comes again in glory. Amen.

Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven
and all things are made new.
Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.


[image: ]GATHERING SONG 			  	    #257 v. 1-4
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE 
[image: ]
Music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005


CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
John the Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way 
for the kingdom of heaven is near. 
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit,
that we may be a light shining in the darkness
welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, 
for he is our light and our salvation.
Blessed be God forever.

Amen.

We light the second advent candle, as we sing Verse 1&2 of Hymn 253, “He Came Down.”

[image: ]
Arrangement printed under onelicense.net license a-708005

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

In today’s reading the prophet describes the ideal ruler who will come in the future as a green shoot springing from a dead stump (David’s royal line) of Jesse (David’s father). Gifted by the Spirit, this messiah will seek justice for the poor, and the reign of this monarch will be experienced as paradise regained.
A reading from Isaiah.

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
  the spirit of counsel and might,
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
  or decide by what his ears hear;
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb,
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
  and a little child shall lead them.
 7The cow and the bear shall graze,
  their young shall lie down together;
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
 9They will not hurt or destroy
  on all my holy mountain;
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
  as the waters cover the sea.

  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Away in a Manger (traditional carol)
Joyful Noise, handbells & Gwynne Kadrofske, flute


SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.
A reading from Romans.

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

  7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
  and sing praises to your name”;
10and again he says, 
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
11and again, 
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
  and let all the peoples praise him”;
12and again Isaiah says, 
 “The root of Jesse shall come,
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.”
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
  make his paths straight.’ ”
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
  7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.


The assembly is seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

HYMN OF THE DAY					#255 
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CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church throughout the world, praying for all who are in need.
Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

The presiding minister concludes the
prayers, and the assembly responds:

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud and those known only to you, and grant us peace through Jesus Christ, our coming Savior.
Amen.

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
The assembly stands

	Joyful Noise & Chancel Choir               Hallelujah Round of Praise
							        (Mozart)
					        [image: ]


  [image: ]arrangement printed under onelicense.net license A-708005

OFFERING PRAYER
Savior of the nations, come.
Make your home here in us.
Feed us with your love,
that our faith shine ever new
and our lives reveal your light.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
 
DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, the Beginning and the End,
our Salvation and our Hope,
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love
and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again in righteousness and peace.

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 
let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you.
Share in the feast of salvation.
The assembly is seated

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
[image: ]Amen
CONGREGATIONAL SONG				#250
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text and arrangement printed under Onelicense.net license A-708005

CONGREGATIONAL SONG				#254
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Arrangement printed under Onelicense.net license A-708005

The assembly stands
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
Strengthen and keep you in his Grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God for whom we wait,
you come to us
in the broken bread and the cup we share.
Make us ready always
to welcome Christ into our hearts,
and send us forth to be your people in the world,
announcing your coming among us
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you
and scatter the darkness from before your path.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
[image: ]Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s cry,” 	    arr. Raymond Haan

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000803.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

[image: ]May the spirit of the Lord rest on us: wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge and fear of the Lord (Isaiah 11:2)
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Refrain
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J
un - til the Son of God
teach us your will and guide
in cloud,and maj - es - ty,
and give them vic - t'ry O’er

ap - pear.
our way.
and awe.
the grave.

Re-joice! Re-joice!
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el

5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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L3 Ky - ri-e e le - 1-son. Ky - ri-e e - le -1i-son
2 Chris - te e le - 1-son. Chris - t¢ e - le -1-son
1,3 Lord, . have  mer - cy. Lord, have mer - oy.
2 Christ, . have  mer - cy. Christ, have mer - oy.
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Ky - ri-e e le - 1- son. Ky - ri-e e - le - i-son.
Chris - te e le - 1- son. Chris - te e - le - 1i-son.
Lord, have  mer - oy. Lord, . . . . have mer - Cy.
Christ, have  mer - oy. Christ, have mer - CY.

Music: Dinah Reindorf, b. ¢. 1927

Music © 1987 Dinah Reindorf, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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He Came Down
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

He came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have light;
He came down that we may have peace;
He came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light; .
. hal-le - Iu-jah for-ev-er - more.
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

Text: Cameroon tradit

ional

Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional; arr. John L. Bell, b. 1949
Arr. © 1986 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Alleluia
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{ Al - le - lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu-ia al-le- lu - ia;
2 He's my Sav - ior, al-le-lu-ia, he’s my Sav - ior, al-le - lu-ia;
3 He is wor-thy, al-le-lu-ia, he is wor-thy, al-le - lu-ia;
4T  will praise him, al-le-lu-ia, T will praise him, al-le - lu-ia;
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al - le - lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia
he's my Sav - ior, al-le-lu-ia, he’smy Sav - ior, al-le - lu - ia.
he is wor-thy, al-le-lu-ia, he is wor- thy, al-le - lu - ia.
I will praise him, al-le-lu-ia, 1 will praise him, al-le - lu - ia.
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