ANNOUNCEMENTS
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April 24, 2016
Log onto Faith’s website www.faithlutheranokemos.org 24/7 for updates
DEADLINES
Sunday worship folder announcements(Tuesday of each week

Submit to Rita at rbarry@faithlutheranokemos.org

June/July Faith Family News newsletter(May 16

Submit to Taylor Belonga tay3394@yahoo.com
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please lift up in prayer this week:
( Members—Max Ambs, Lowell Barricklow, Dale Halvorson,  

    Susan Heft, Ellen Milne and Harry Nawrock

( Friends and family—

Pat Belonga, Chris Cotter, Tim Drummond

    
Dick and Lil Jennings

Christine, Izzy and Danny Loewen


The family of Larry Hinds


Allie, Heather, Bill and Al
( Our mission partner congregation(Lansing Redeemer Lutheran Church

( Those in military service(Jon Schoepf, Lani Yearicks

     and Melody and Adam Wright

( Lutheran Social Services of Michigan children who seek adoption—

    Tyqyan, Nathaniel, Decota and Austin, Pray for each to be adopted and

    for Jesus to be their lifelong friend.

NORTH/WEST LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER

As Jesus calls us to be one, even as he and the Father are one, please include

Pastor Renee MacLeod and the congregation of  Roscommon Messiah Lutheran Church in your prayers of intercession this week

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by. . .

Vase 1
Beth Ballegeer and Kurt Steinke in celebration 


of their ninth anniversary

Vase 2
The Schultz family in celebration of Erik’s birthday  

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Weekly Offering 04/17/2016

Year-to-date as of 03/31/2016






Income

$70,576.22

--Not available at press time--

Expenses
  75,524.77





Net Income
$(4,948.55)

THIS WEEK’S CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

TODAY

Fifth Sunday of Easter

April-June Portals of Prayer daily devotion booklets for personal and family devotions are available on the table by the elevator. Please take one home for daily use.

9:00 a.m.
Sunday School



Gospel Mass warm-up

10:00 a.m.
WORSHIP

CHANCEL CHOIR PRESENTS ROBERT RAY’S GOSPEL MASS

SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM

Today we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Baptism as Cameron Jerry Sandel becomes a member of God’s Kingdom. Cameron is the infant son of Kristy and Luke Sandel. Serving as sponsors for Cameron are Jon and Erica Behring.

NOISY OFFERING FOR THE HOMELESS ANGELS PROJECT

We are participating in The Homeless Angels Project, a street-based outreach program in Lansing. We are adopting a room in the Magnuson Hotel and fixing it up so it will be available for homeless families. We are planning the workday for next Saturday, April 30 at 10:00 a.m. If you can help us, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.
WORLD HUNGER OFFERING

Today we will receive our monthly offering to help fight world hunger. 

The offering globe for this special offering is at the sanctuary entrance.

Today cont’d

11:30 A.M.
QUARTERLY CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Monday, April 25

2:00 p.m.
Women’s study group in the library
Tuesday, April 26
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch lectionary study group in Pastor Ellen’s office

6:30 p.m.
Pub lectionary study group at Okemos Buddies Pub & Grill

Wednesday, April 27
7:30 a.m.
Men’s study group in the library has resumed!



Please join them weekly or as often as you can.

9:30 a.m.
Quilting and LSSM ACTION

6:00 p.m.
Trinity and Confirmation with third graders

6:30 p.m.
Green Team meeting
Friday, April 29

6:00 p.m.
Confirmation dinner

Saturday, April 30

10:00 a.m.
The Homeless Angels Project Workday at The Magnuson 


Hotel, 6301 Pennsylvania Avenue, Lansing

We will be participating in The Homeless Angels project. The Homeless Angels are a street-based outreach program in Lansing. Their mission is to rebuild and restore faith in humanity through innovative ideas, programs and events with the main goal of involving the community in real change for people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. We will be adopting one of the hotel rooms at the Magnuson Hotel and fixing it up so it will be available for homeless families.

LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday, May 1
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School

10:00 a.m.
WORSHIP (Confirmation Sunday)

11:30 a.m.
Worship Committee meeting

_______________

PLEASE PUT THESE FUTURE EVENTS ON YOUR CALENDAR(
Stewardship focus for May 

Our Stewardship focus for May is Faith Lutheran Church Youth.  
On Sunday, May 22, we will be taking a noisy offering for our Youth Program.   Half of the offering will be going toward the West Virginia Mission Trip our youth will be taking this summer.  The other half will be set aside as scholarship money for Faith youth who participate in various events throughout the year.
_______________

Presentation on Tanzania

Scott Weaver has just recently returned from a trip to Tanzania.  On Sunday, May 22, Scott will be giving a presentation on his trip and the work he did while in Tanzania.  Plan to join us as we learn about the work his deeply meaningful experience.
_______________
New Fire Pit 

You may have noticed that we have a new fire pit on our back lawn.  Elliot Kadrofske built this fire pit as an Eagle Scout project.  We will dedicate this fire pit on Sunday, May 29, at the end of our morning worship service.  Please join us as we thank Elliot for his work and 
as we celebrate this addition to the life of our Faith community.
_______________
Future calendar events cont’d
Green Team Formation

Our Green Team is taking shape.  Members of this team include: Becky Bills, Warren Heilman, Jack & Natalie Dingledine, Cecelia Kramer and Pastor Ellen.  Molly Hereza and Alyssa Magyar will be youth representatives.  Pastor John Schleicher will be our coach as we work 
to promote ways in which we can live as better stewards of the Earth 
and its resources.  This planet on which we live and all of its resources are God’s gracious gift to us.  Our Green Team will be working to highlight our response to this gift by(
· Encouraging conservation and efficient use of resources at

     church, on our grounds, and also in our homes

· Promoting recycling at church and home

· Reaching out to the community through various events

· Advocating for environmental justice

· Offering educational programs

· Working to include stewardship of the earth within the context of

     our worship life
If you are interested in being part of this team effort, please speak to Pastor Ellen. Our first meeting is this coming Wednesday, April 27 at 7:00 p.m. PLEASE JOIN US!
_______________

[image: image1.wmf]New Directory

Do you ever have trouble matching a name

with a face when seeing another person

within our community? To help you out, 

we are beginning the work of creating a

new pictorial church directory. Elaine Harrison

and Linda Gerard will be chairing this project.

If anyone is interested in helping in this endeavor,

please speak to one of them. Creating a new directory is just another way in which we celebrate the 60th year in the life of this congregation,
In the meantime, Rita can activate access to our current online church directory. Let her know if you are interested. In addition to seeing the directory, you can also look at your giving history and print off current statements. You access your information with a unique user ID and password; no one else can see your offering information.
_______________
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SIXTY PLUS OR MINUS
    


 


Lunch gathering on our





usual third Wednesday,







May 18 at







11:30 a.m.







Please sign up







on the clipboard







on the narthex







Faith at Work display 






board so we know







how much food to plan!

Program -  A Florida Sampler: Birds, Animals, Flowers and More

A program featuring Tom Rasmussen and his beautiful nature photography is a perennial favorite. You have not seen Florida until you’ve seen it through Tom’s lens!

Food – The committee will provide a cold-cut tray and bread for sandwiches. Bring a side dish of salad or dessert to share with friends.

_______________

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH NIGHT WITH THE 
LANSING LUGNUTS VS THE WEST MICHIGAN WHITECAPS

[image: image2.jpg]



FRIDAY, JUNE 24 AT 7:05 P.M.

$11/TICKET

ORDER DEADLINE: SUNDAY, MAY 22

SIGN UP ON THE MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE CLIPBOARD ON THE NARTHEX FAITH AT WORK DISPLAY
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
April/May Dates
April 27th, 6-8:00pm – Third graders invited to Trinity

April 29th – Confirmation dinner

May 1st – Confirmation Sunday

Spring Compassion Sunday 2016 continues today. Stop by the fellowship area Compassion table to get information on how you can become a sponsor. Brendan Guenther will be standing by to answer any questions you may have about the Compassion program.
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Swarming – Don’t Despair. . .this is a fundraiser by the Youth Group that is replacing Flocking. We are currently trying to raise money for the Group Mission Trip to Hurricane, West Virginia and to support The Honeybee Conservancy, which is supporting the rebuilding of beehives in the Midwest and nationally.

Mission Trip – We will be heading to Hurricane, West Virginia from July 22-26 to assist people with their hoes and any projects they need to help them with their quality of life. All fundraisers that the Youth participate in will benefit our Mission work. Please see our fundraising goals sheet posted on the Faith @ Work display board.

[image: image8.jpg](hureh Ditectory

UPDAIE




Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be from August 1-5 from 9:00am-12:L00pm and is titled “High Seas Expedition: Exploring the Mighty Love of God.” We have several volunteer opportunities still available for this very entertaining and inspiring week. Also, as with last year, we are unable to borrow decorations as we have done before, so we are going to be making them ourselves!! Please join Parish Education as we create all of our scenery and all of our Bible Buddies, etc. If you have any questions, please let Melinda know.

Sunday School Teachers for 2015-2016 – There are several positions available, so please consider helping. The curriculum is VERY easy and the children are great. If we have multiple teachers per grade, it allows for some flexibility on how often you have to teach. We also need a substitute list.

CE/Youth cont’d

Thrivent Action Teams are needed again!!!

Please apply to help your youth group in a one-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that can be completed within 90 days. Here are some suggestions for your Thrivent Action Teams: Blessing Bags, Bingo Night and Faith Vacation Bible School. Use this link to get started:

https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/
Please see Melinda to get specific details or if you have any questions.

WOULD YOU LIKE MORE INFORMATION about Faith’s Christian Education Program? If so, Director Melinda Schultz would be happy to speak with you about the many exciting activities and programs available for all ages of youth. Please contact her at 349-0620 or at mrsjas305@sbsglobal.net.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT
CAITAL AREA LITERACY COALITION SEEKS READING TUTORS
The CALC offers free, confidential one-to-one help to adults in basic reading, English as a Second Language and the GED. We serve children struggling with reading in school and children and teens living in public housing.
If you would like to volunteer as a reading tutor, training and instructional materials are available. Contact information is posted on the hallway community bulletin board. 
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To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,

study and fellowship

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith

that works in real life

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
_______________

Email address 

faith@faithlutheranokemos.org

Websites

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org

North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org

Facebook

facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos
Podcasts

ITUNES

https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/your-faith-journey/id1085174663?mt=2
STITCHER

http://www.stitcher.com/podcast/dad-spotlight/your-faith-journey?refid=stpr
You also can find the audio available 

on Faith’s website under worship

Sermons

http://faithlutheranokemos.org/sermons/
Special music

http://faithlutheranokemos.org/category/special-music/
