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Free Captives
If captivity is at one end of the spectrum and freedom is at the other, where are you? All of us should find ourselves completely on the free side of the spectrum because at the empty tomb, we were released once and for all from the power of sin and death. Yet many of us don’t find ourselves there. Most of us find ourselves locked up in that room with the disciples.
The disciples receive the news that Jesus has been raised from the dead, and in their fear they lock themselves behind closed doors. They are set free only to jump back into captivity. What a reaction! What a familiar reaction.
The disciples are proof that we need Easter constantly. We continually forget our new status as free creatures. We continually forget that, without Easter, we really are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. Yet Jesus gives us the means by which we can have Easter constantly. He gives each disciple a key that will unlock any fellow captive at any moment of any day. “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained” (John 20:23). The key is forgiveness. With this key in hand, we join Jesus in the work of emptying the prison!
Many weeks we begin our worship with words of confession and forgiveness. We come together and pull that key out of our pockets so that we can practice using it. When we go back out into the world, we’ve got forgiveness in our bones.
Because of the gifts of the Spirit given at baptism, you have the key to the prison. Who will you set free?

Sunday, April 3, 2016

Second Sunday of Easter

Holy Communion

New Member Sunday
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
In spite of all we have heard and all that we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, the Lord Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of the holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace.
If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

P He is Risen!

C He is Risen indeed! Hallelujah!
Prayer Requests

PRELUDE

The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 
“The Risen Christ”




 arr. J. Wayne Kerr
                                                     Reference today’s Hymn of the Day on P. x, Hymn #390
Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
The assembly stands
Gathering Song
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    Text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
Greeting 
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise
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      Prayer of the Day 
A Let us pray. 

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen
The assembly is seated
Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
First Reading: Acts 5:27-32
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance.

A A reading from Acts.
27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 118:14-29
Read responsively
 14The Lord is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!

 16The right hand of the Lord is exalted!
The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!”
 17I shall not die, but live,
  and declare the works of the Lord.

 18The Lord indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness;
  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord.

 20“This is the gate of the Lord;
here the righteous may enter.”
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me
  and you have become my salvation.

 22The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
 23By the Lord has this been done;
  it is marvelous in our eyes.

 24This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
 25Hosanna! O Lord, save us!
  We pray to you, Lord, prosper our days!

 26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord;
we bless you from the house of the Lord.
 27The Lord is God and has given us light.
  Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar.

 28You are my God, and I will thank you;
you are my God, and I will exalt you.
 29Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good;
  God’s mercy endures forever.
Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-8

The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ, experienced by a Christian prophet named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time.

A A reading from Revelation.
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
 7Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,  
even those who pierced him; 
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.  
So it is to be. Amen.
  8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 20:19-31

The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also for those who “have not seen and yet believe.”

P The holy gospel according to John.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Sermon
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

Hymn of the Day
“The Risen Christ”





    #390
The assembly is seated

Reception of New Members
        
Sifa, Tula, Rachael, Serena and Atu Ngasala

Joe and Yvonne Engel

Janice Taschner

Presentation of New Members

P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism 
and for those joining our Faith community today, united 
with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome into 
the life and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church.

Address and Questions

P In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent 
to share in the mission of God. We are called to live among 
God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in
the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

P Do you intend to continue in the covenant of 

your baptism among God’s people in this place?

R I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

P People of God, do you promise to support and 

pray for these new members in Christian living?

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Welcome

P Let us welcome our new members to this community of faith.

C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to the entire world.

The congregation gives acclamation and thanks.
The assembly stands
APOSTLES’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
A Rooted in the abundant life and love of Christ Jesus, 
we pray for the life of the church, the lives of people 
in need, and the life of all creation.
Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great. 
The presiding minister concludes the

prayers, and the assembly responds:

P We deliver all this into your care, O God, 
trusting in the work of your Holy Spirit to bring 
all things into the risen life of Christ our Lord.

C Amen
Peace 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,
 and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
OFFERING

“David’s Delight”




           Betty Roe
The assembly stands
Offering Prayer 
A Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you 
have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad 
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.

C Amen
Great Thanksgiving
 

Dialogue
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
  
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take 
away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Lord’s Prayer 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.  Amen
Invitation to Communion
P The table of life is spread before you.
Feast on the goodness and mercy of God.

The assembly is seated
Communion
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen
WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing. There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine. Communion will be by continuous line.

Communion Song
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Congregational Song



    #635

[image: image9.png]We Walk by Faith

0 u
)" AN . I p— I
Gt r— > 3
J = o L4 = = = =
1 We walk by faith and not by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; and
4 For you, (0] res - ur - rec - ted Lord, are
5 And when our life of faith is done, in
04t . . .
)AL . IThL 1 — 1 1 1
sE=ee=a=a——s
J ' 1 r r—
gra - cious words draw near, O  Christ, who spoke as
fol - low where you trod; but in your prom - ise
may our faith a - bound to call on you  when
found in means di - vine: be - neath the wa - fter
realms of clear - er light may we be - hold you
04t . .
4 m— | ——— - i i i
(@J g o i L i' o /X X D
none e’er spoke:  “My peace be with you here.”
we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - neath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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The assembly stands
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that you make your home with us, bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your Spirit as we go from here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to those in mourning and pain, seek the healing of the nations, and bring to earth the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Blessing
P The blessing of the Lord God Almighty, 

the blessing of ☩ Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

and the blessing of the Holy Spirit of truth

be among you and remain with you always.

C Amen

Sending Song
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Music: Dutch folk tune, 17th cent.; arr. hymnal version
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Dismissal
A Alleluia. Go in peace. Share the good news.

C Thanks be to god. Alleluia.

post-service music

“An Easter Postlude”




         John Marsh
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000803.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Clipart copyright © 2016 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Welcome as we continue to celebrate Easter(
not just a day, but a season. Alleluia!

Sunday education hour
       9:00 a.m.
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