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Costly Devotion

In John 11 we heard about Mary and her sister Martha, who are grieving their brother Lazarus’s death. The sisters are friends of Jesus and don’t understand why Jesus waited four long days after Lazarus’ death to come to see them. Mary even says at one point, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died” (John 11:32).

Mary has utter confidence that her Lord can do anything—including keeping her brother from dying. Her confidence could only have been bolstered when Jesus, upon seeing her grief and feeling the intensity of his own, stands before Lazarus’s tomb and cries, “Lazarus, come out!” (John 11:43).

Mary and Martha were likely happy with Jesus’ ability to raise their brother from the dead, but the religious people of the day were not. John 11 is a pivotal point in John’s gospel. After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, the chief priests and the Pharisees plotted to put Jesus to death.

John’s gospel does not say how Mary knew that Lazarus’s rising and her Lord’s death would be linked. But she knew. In John 12 she comes to anoint her Lord’s feet, as for burial, with expensive perfume worth 300 small silver coins in the local market. Using the perfume as water and her hair as cloth, Mary washes the feet that must have been hot and dusty from many miles of walking. It is an act of devotion and love.

But one disciple objects to this display of love, stating that the perfume could have been sold and the money given to the poor. Jesus’ response indicates he knows too that his death is coming. The poor will always be there, he says, confirming what Mary already knows in her heart: he will not.

And yet he is. Our crucified Lord is risen from the dead, 
ready to receive our own acts of devotion.

Sunday, March 13, 2016

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Holy Communion


INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
The Lord our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial. In the second reading we recall the transformation of Saul, the persecutor, into Paul, the apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins.

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

The ushers also have large print copies of today’s worship folder available.

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Prayer Requests

PRELUDE
The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during th
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

     arr. Dale Wood
Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
The assembly stands
Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked 
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

who brings us safely through the sea,

who gives us water from the rock,

who leads us into the land of milk and honey.

C Amen

P Let us come home to God, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection
P Merciful Father,

C we have sinned against heaven and before you.
We do not fully live as your sons and daughters.
We use your gifts to our own ends.
Forgive us and restore us, that we may resist 
all that draws us away from you, and be at
peace with one another.  Amen

P We are reconciled to God through Christ; for his
sake, God does not count our trespasses against us.

Once dead in sin, we are now alive to God.

Once lost, we now are found.

God clothes you in the finest robe of all,

the righteousness of ☩ Jesus Christ,

forgiving you all your sins and
making of you a new creation.

C  Amen
Gathering Song
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1764-1824

1 A - las! And did my Sav - ior bleed, and did my sov-'reign die?
2 Was it for sins that 1 had done he groaned up - on the tree?
3 Well might the sun in dark - ness hide and shut its glo - ries in
4 Thus might I hide my blush-ing face while his dear cross ap - pears,
5 But tears of grief can-not re - pay the debt of love I owe;
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A - maz -ing pit - y, grace un-known, and love be - yond de - gree!
when God, the might - y mak -er, died for his own crea-tures’ sin.
dis - solve my heart in thank-ful -ness, and melt my eyes to tears.
here, Lord, 1 give my-self a- way: ’'tis all that I can do.
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Greeting
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
Kyrie
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Text and music: Larry Olson

Text and music © 1989 Dakota Road Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.





Text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
Prayer of the Day 
A Let us pray. 

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen

The assembly is seated
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
First Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21

The prophet declares that long ago the Lord performed mighty deeds and delivered Israel from Egyptian bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, the Lord is about to do a new thing, bringing the exiles out of Babylon and through the wilderness in a new exodus.

A A reading from Isaiah.

 16Thus says the Lord,
who makes a way in the sea,  
a path in the mighty waters,  
 17who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;  
they lie down, they cannot rise, 
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:  
 18Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.  
 19I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  
I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert.
 20The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches;  
for I give water in the wilderness, 
rivers in the desert,  
to give drink to my chosen people, 
  21the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise. 
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could give him more reason than most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus calls Paul to a new set of values.

A A reading from Philippians.

 [Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Janie Durga and Tessa Gould, duet

“Broken and Spilled Out”




  George 

Based on the gospel of the day: John 12:1-8
The assembly stands
Gospel: John 12:1-8

Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume. Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression of love and an anticipation of his burial.

P The holy gospel according to John.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Sermon
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song
Hymn of the Day
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872




APOSTLES’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen
Prayers of Intercession
A Hearing the call to return to the Lord, let us join the whole people of God in prayer for all who cry out in pain and in hope.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
The presiding minister concludes the

prayers, and the assembly responds:

P To you, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your boundless mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen

Peace 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated
Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Chancel Choir                       “Come to Jesus”                      arr. Hayes
Chancel Choir anthem music gifted by Elaine Harrison in memory of her father.
the assembly stands
Offering Prayer
A Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but 
with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen
Great Thanksgiving
Dialogue
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Preface 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P Holy God,


our living Water and our merciful Guide,


together with rivers and seas, wells and 


springs we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert,


and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 


who joined us in our desert,


pouring out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,


our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;


broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:


Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,


and gave it for all to drink, saying:


This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 


you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,


his life, death, and resurrection, we await 


your salvation for all this thirsty world.

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on 


all baptized gathered for this feast:


wash away our sin, that we may be revived


for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,


Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 


your holy Church, both now and forever.

C Amen
Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 
let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.  Amen
Invitation to Communion

P All who thirst, all who hunger, come

and be filled with the goodness of God.

The assembly is seated
Communion
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen
WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing. There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.

Communion SongS
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“Lamb of God: Your Only Son”                                                #336

“Here Is Bread”





    #483
The assembly stands
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray.

O God, we thank you for gathering and 

feeding us as a mother hen embraces her young. 

Release us now to go on our way in these forty days, 

ready to see our work as prayer, ready to fast from 

complacency, and ready to share with those in need; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen
Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Blessing

P The blessing of God Almighty,

the wisdom and power of ☩ Christ Jesus,

and the light of the Holy Spirit be among
you and remain with you always.

C Amen
Sending Song
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual





Dismissal
A Go in peace. Remember the poor.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Cornet Voluntary”




        George Berg
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Clipart copyright © 2016 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church, where our purpose is to share the good news of God’s love made known in Jesus Christ.
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