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Looking for Fruit

Christians have sometimes been referred to jokingly as the “frozen chosen.” This has nothing to do with geography or climate. The expression refers to the tendency many of us have to clam up or freeze when it comes to talking about or doing “good works.”

This may be especially true for those of us who believe the heart 

of the gospel is the good news that we are justified—reconciled—with God not because of anything we do but because of what God has done through Christ. This doing, God’s doing, is a gift, not something we earn or deserve. So references to “works” can fill us with suspicion. Are we somehow thinking that we have some pull, through our own thoughts and behavior, to make ourselves acceptable to God?

Our good works, all the ways in which we demonstrate our love for God and neighbor, do not and cannot put us right with God, 

no matter how great our effort or how spectacular our success.

That does not mean, however, that we do nothing. The man in Jesus’ parable comes looking for fruit on his fig tree. Elsewhere 

in the gospels Jesus says that trees are known by their fruit (Luke 6:44, Matt. 12:33). Good works don’t save us, but they 

do come as naturally to Jesus’ followers—to God’s beloved children—as apples grow on the branches of a healthy, well-fed apple tree. To be loved freely is to freely love. To have mercy shown is to show mercy. To rejoice in the sheer grace of God 

is to reach out to others with and from the same grace.

Are we bearing fruit? Fruit not for ourselves, but for the well-being of the world God loves so much? If we aren’t, we can still give thanks, knowing that God the gardener is fertilizing the soil around our hearts.

Sunday, February 28, 2016

Third Sunday in Lent

Holy Communion

Sixtieth Anniversary Observed

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Lent is a season of repentance. Cut it out or get cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

If hearing assistance is needed, please ask an usher for a personal PA receiver. 

If it will be difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during 

any part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.

There is a nursery available during the worship service for those who wish

to use it. It is located at the end of the hall beyond the coat racks.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
We cordially greet all who have come to worship today.

Please register your attendance and join us in fellowship after the service.

Prayer Requests

PRELUDE
The pre-service music signals the beginning of the worship service.  Silence during the 
pre-service music enables worshipers to prepare for worship through quiet meditation. 
“All Are Welcome”




arr. Ron Schmoltze
Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
The assembly stands
Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked 
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

C Amen

Readings from Psalms:
Pastor John Schleicher:
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty waters. O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings 
of peace. (Psalm 29:3, 11)
Pastor Darrell Neves:

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord. (Psalm 98:7-8)

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

-4-
Pastor Schleicher:

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river 

of life, you are the everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. We give you thanks for the Great Lakes that surround us, and for Lake Lansing, the Grand River and the Red Cedar River that are nearby us.

Pastor Neves:

Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow. 

Your waters are below us, around us, 

above us: our life is born in you.

You are the fountain of resurrection.

Praise to you for your saving waters:

Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers 

your well. The Israelites escape through the sea, and they 

drink from your gushing rock. Naaman washes his leprosy 

away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again.

At the river your Son was baptized by 
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and 

sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above

all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.

We thank you for this Faith Lutheran community whose members

have faithfully walked wet in your baptismal water for sixty years.

P Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our 

lives with your forgiveness, grace and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ

our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C Amen  
-5-
Gathering Song





    #707

With Bell Choir





arr. Perry
As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the assembly will be sprinkled with water during the singing.
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Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818-1889, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
Kyrie
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Text and music: Larry Olson
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  Text and music printed under OneLicense.net license A-708005
Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray.
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives.

O God, you have promised through your Son to be with your church forever. We give you thanks for those who founded this community of believers and for the signs of your presence in our congregation. Increase in us the spirit of faith and love, and make our fellowship an example to all believers and all nations. We pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen

The assembly is seated
Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9

To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland 
is a celebration of abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant 
of love. Those who return to the Lord will enjoy new life and forgiveness, 
because God’s ways are not our ways.

A A reading from Isaiah.

 1Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;  
and you that have no money, 
come, buy and eat!  
Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price.
-8-

 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?  
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food.
 3Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.  
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
my steadfast, sure love for David.  
 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,  
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.  
 6Seek the Lord while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;  
 7let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;  
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  
 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways  
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
  
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Chancel Choir            “In the Shadow of Your Wings”            Leavitt
Coulton Theuer, oboe
Based on Pslam 57
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Paul uses images from Hebrew story and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He is our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness.

A A reading from First Corinthians.

1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.
  6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

-10-
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel
Gospel Acclamation
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-11-
Gospel: Luke 13:1-9

Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is deserved into a hard call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for ultimate judgment will be tempered by patience.

      P The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”
  6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ”

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Sermon



   Bishop Craig Alan Satterlee
-12-
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song

Hymn of the Day
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NICENE Creed 
C We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.  Amen
-14-
Prayers of Intercession
A Hearing the call to return to the Lord, let us join the whole people of God in prayer for all who cry out in pain and in hope.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.

To each petition, the assembly responds:

A Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
The presiding minister concludes the

prayers, and the assembly responds:

P To you, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your boundless mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen
Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated
Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

Bell Choir                    “Blessed Assurance”                    arr. Dobrinski
-15-
The assembly stands
Offering Prayer 
A Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen
Great Thanksgiving
 

Dialogue
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Preface 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

-16-
Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
P Holy God,


our living Water and our merciful Guide,


together with rivers and seas, wells and 


springs we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert,


and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 


who joined us in our desert,


pouring out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,


our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;


broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:


Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

-17-
P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,


and gave it for all to drink, saying:


This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 


you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,


his life, death, and resurrection, we await 


your salvation for all this thirsty world.

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on 


all baptized gathered for this feast:


wash away our sin, that we may be revived


for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,


Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 


your holy Church, both now and forever.

C Amen
Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your 
kingdom and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.  Amen
-18-
Invitation to Communion
P All who thirst, all who hunger, come 

and be filled with the goodness of God.

The assembly is seated
Communion
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen
WE WELCOME ALL GUESTS worshiping with us today and invite all baptized Christians to come to the Lord’s table.  Children who have not yet received First Communion instruction are invited to come forward with their families to receive a blessing. There will be one chalice (cup) of wine, as well as trays of individual cups.  In the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.
Communion Song
[image: image8.png]0 | |

AR . TR T T 1 rr r 1+ T T r )
e e e e e
Ny o- ¥ 1 @ o1 | A
J "4 '.ll

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

e - : B S
IT ft al - — P/ i——P—QI P 2 P ) rS
us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
Dty e e e
{ty 1—* 17 gl T Y — o 4 { i {
a7 | #® T [ _— | i | | |
J 1 S— 1 T T T
mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
f T ; f N f T f N T ;
—— | | y P | | | 4 | | I
(v P 7 o 7 . & | |
| et 7 O
| T < L4

sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.




Music during Communion:
Coulton Theuer, viola      Prelude from First Cello Suite     J. S. Bach
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
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The assembly stands
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen
Prayer after Communion 
A Let us pray.

Almighty God, we give you thanks that you have fed us with 

this heavenly food. In your grace and by your Spirit, help us 

to be what we celebrate, the body of Christ in the world.

Send us out, renewed by this sacramental meal, to do the work 

you have given us to do: to witness for Christ, to love you with singleness of heart, and to serve you with clarity of purpose;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen
Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Blessing

P Go forth in peace and with the courage of faith.

Love God with all your heart, with all your soul, and

with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.

C Amen

P Whatever you do in word or deed do

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,

giving thanks to God through him.

C Amen

P The God of hope fill you with joy and peace in believing, so
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and 

Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C Amen
Sending Song
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Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, st. 1, alt; Joseph R. Alfred, b. 1947, sts. 2-4
Music: ST. CATHERINE, Henri F. Hemy, 1818-1888; James G. Walton, 1821-1905, refrain
Text sts. 2-4 © Joseph R. Alfred, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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Dismissal
A Go in peace. Christ is with you.

C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
“Fantasy on Hyfrydol”


          arr. Mark Thallander
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000803.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Clipart copyright © 2016 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
O God, we seek you; indeed, we thirst for you as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. So we will bless you and call on your name (Psalm 63:1, 4, paraphrased). Welcome to worship where God quenches our spiritual thirst.
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The Child



The school house door which lies ajar,



The bell that tolls within,



The child that lingers long,



And will not enter in.



Oh, prophet, teacher of us all,



Make haste and in that one small mind,



That binds our hearts to his,



Heal all the words and bitter thoughts,



And bring his mind to rest therein.



For in your teaching, he will find



That all of us fall short,



And each will find his place



If only he will follow thee.



This place, these dreams,



The hopes, so sought upon this day,



Will fade in sweet content,



If only he will learn your ways.



By Helen Brinkman 



on the occasion of Faith Lutheran 



Church’s 60th anniversary.
